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Out and about with the Countryside Service

Out in the
Country
PEOPLE often refer to ‘seagulls’
but this is a bit of a confusing
title. We have a number of
species, the regular ones (in size
order) being great black-backed
gull, lesser black-backed gull,
herring gull, common gull and
black-headed gull. None of these
are restricted to the sea or even
the coast.
Many thousands feed on
pasture land where they search
for invertebrates. They readily
follow ploughing tractors and
flooded land is another favourite
haunt as water forces
earthworms to the surface.
Gulls breed in colonies, some
of which can be very large. They
may be loosely situated around
roof tops as in the roof-nesting
herring gulls in Whitby and
Scarborough. Others prefer
isolated coastal spits or cliff tops.
Black-headed gulls are wetland
birds and they nest on islands in
lakes and in moorland bogs.
Colonies can be found at
Fairburn Ings RSPB reserve,
Nosterfield Local Nature Reserve
and on the moorlands of the
National Parks and at
Ravensworth north of Richmond.
Black-headed gulls only have
the ‘black’ heads when they are
in their summer breeding
plumage and of course they are
not black at all, but
brown. We have a
rare gull that truly
has a black
head, the

Mediterranean
gull, which now
breeds in small
numbers in Britain. They
occasionally roost with other
gulls and the Holbeck Road car
park in Scarborough is a well
known site, as for the last few
years there have been up to four
‘Med’ gulls which come to eat
bread, so give good views.
Another rare and blackheaded species is the little gull.
This is a gull of freshwater
marshes on the continent and we
get adult birds briefly when they
are on their migration in the
spring – places like Fairburn Ings
and Nosterfield record them
annually after easterly winds in
April and May. In the autumn we
get young birds as they disperse
their colonies abroad and in the
winter these small gulls live
mostly out at sea.
Kittiwakes are real ‘seagulls’
in that they are pelagic (live at
sea). They breed in big colonies
on step cliffs, such as Bempton
RSPB reserve. A few are learning
to use buildings as artificial cliffs.
One such colony is on a building
near Bridlington harbour.
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Long distance Whitby - it’s a nice place
for a Goth wedding
views in
Lothersdale
Difficulty rating: Moderate with some
strenuous sections. You will need OS
Explorer Map
No.OL21
(South Pennines).

Mobile phones
and motoring

Parking: Car parking
is available in a layby near Park Head
Quarry. Grid Ref –
SD964 475.

1 Walk downhill, keeping the wall on
the L, through a gate. Head towards the
house and join a track running to the R
of the house. Follow the track to the road
then turn L. After about 100m up the
road, turn R onto a signposted bridleway.
Follow the wall on the L for about 120m,
pick up a faint grass track going half R.
Follow this to meet a track at a house.
Turn immediately L after the first cattle
grid and proceed through a gate
between the right hand side of a house
and an outbuilding.
2 Turn L and follow the concrete
track, over the next cattle grid, then L
away from the track and follow the wall,
keeping it on the L. Just before the
plantation, go L through a gate onto the
moor. Turn R and follow the grass track
and over a timber stile. At the next wire
fence, go through the gate on the R, turn
immediately L and follow the wall, over

three stone stiles. Continue straight
across the middle of the field to a dog
leg in the wall, over a stone stile and
straight on through two gates. Head
towards the house, into the yard and
straight on, down the track.
3 Turn L at the road and at the next
bend go straight on following the
temporary permissive path along the
Yorkshire Water track up the hill. Just
before a white house bear R through a
gate. Follow the track around the
reservoir bank, over a concrete sluice
and through a gate into a plantation.
Turn L at a waymarked forestry track
junction and then R at a culvert, heading
through the plantation and over a stone
stile. Walk uphill, keeping the plantation
on your L, through a gate. Go straight on
following the clear path across the moor.
4 Turn R at the road and just before
the cattle grid; turn L at the signposted
‘Pennine Way’. Follow the track up to the
trig point on Pinhaw. From here there are
fine views on a clear day of the 3 Peaks
and Pendle Hill.

Calls from landlines
Public transport:
cost 10p per minute
Please check times
by visiting
www.northyorks.gov.uk/businfo
or by telephoning traveline on 0871
200 22 33 (calls from landlines cost
10p per minute).

Archaeology in the area
THERE are two enclosures near
Lane Head quarry on this month’s
walk. They are part of an interesting
group of features which are found
perched on low hills or flat shelves
of land in the Skipton area. Often
marked in gothic writing as
‘enclosure’ or ‘settlement’ on
modern Ordnance Survey maps,
the first editions in the mid-1850s
frequently labelled them ‘camp’. At
that time there was little
understanding of prehistory and
they were often thought to be both
military and Roman.
‘Enclosure’ is a term used by
archaeologists for an area of land
enclosed by a boundary ditch,
bank, wall, palisade or other similar
barrier. Dating is difficult as few
have been excavated but some
may have been used for corralling
stock in the medieval period. Later,
some protected plantations from
grazing animals, such as at Blue
Hill, Gargrave. However, much
earlier a settlement was enclosed
at Horse Close Hill, Skipton, where
excavations in the 1960s produced
finds, now in the Craven Museum,
dating from the iron age. This
enclosure is defined by a double
row of orthostats or stones standing
on end, which used to be thought a
neolithic or bronze age building
style. Now we know that it is not
confined to these periods and
indeed here it seems they were
erected after the settlement was
occupied.
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Robert Wilson’s Grave: In January
1805, England was at war with France.
Across England, hilltop beacons were
built to be fired if Napoleon invaded.
Robert was believed to be guarding the
beacon with guards on Pinhaw when
severe weather trapped them. Robert
set off to get vital supplies, never to be
seen alive again. A stone marks the
spot where his body was found.

To find the stone: Follow the Pennine
Way from the trig point until you get to
a smashed stone sign. Turn L and
follow this path for about 275m then
look to your R.
There is no access for dogs once
off the Pennine Way.
The inscription on the stone reads:
“Here was found dead the body of
Robert Wilson, one of the beacon

guards, who died Jan 29th 1805 aged
69 years.”
After paying your respects, return to
the Pennine Way and continue along
the clear path across the moor to a
stone stile. Go down the side of the
field, then down a wide-walled lane to
the road. Turn L and head along the
road to a T junction. Turn R to the
lay-by at the start of the route.

Have you got a question for the Countryside Service? You can contact the service at: Countryside Service,
Business and Environmental Services, North Yorkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton, DL7 8AH
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The 95 Alive Road Safety
Partnership is made up of a number
of organisations, including North
Yorkshire County Council, whose
aim is to make the roads in York and
North Yorkshire safer by 2010. It is
hoped that one in three lives will be
saved and 95 people will be alive
that otherwise may have been killed
on our roads.
This column will highlight the latest
initiatives in the 95 Alive campaign.

A seven-mile (11.2km) circular walk
with long distance views and a tragic
tale. A good walk when the heather’s
flowering, or on a crisp winter’s day.

THE WALK: From the lay-by, head uphill
and turn R at the first lane, turn L at the
signposted bridleway.

News

PERFECT SETTING: Emma and Stephen Rawling, right, and Tish and Kev Riley,
below, are among the Goth couples to be married by the registrar in Whitby

And the bride
wore black
ITH its stunning abbey, dramatic
cliffs and winding streets,
Whitby is a fine location for any
wedding. Add the pivotal role of the town
in Bram Stoker’s novel, Dracula, and its
biannual Goth festivals and it becomes
the perfect place for a Gothic wedding.
That’s a view borne out by a glance
at the Whitby Registration Office diary.
Last Halloween – time of the main
Whitby Goth Weekend – there were 12
weddings and one civil partnership, all
but one of them on a Gothic theme.
And the diary is already filling up for
Halloween 2008 and 2009.
The attire is a striking aspect of a
Goth wedding, with black, red and purple
usually replacing white for the bride.
“The dresses can be as elaborate as
any traditional wedding dress,” said
registrar Ann Midgley.
“You get people arriving in hearses.
Some are specially designed as wedding
cars, so the couple get out of the car in a
cloud of smoke.”
Guests will also often adopt Gothic
styles, the intricate hats worn by many
women guests impressing Ann.
“We have to ensure that all the legal
preliminaries have been completed and
that the ceremony complies with the
marriage laws, but we allow people to be
themselves,” she said. “We try to make
the day special for them.”
Goth couples are not the only people
attracted to Whitby to get married.
North Yorkshire County Council’s
Registration Service conducts more than
200 weddings a year in Whitby and 60
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per cent of the couples
come from outside North
Yorkshire.
“We get people who
have been coming to
Whitby for years and have
fallen in love with it and
want to be married here,”
said Ann.
The popularity of
Halloween weddings is
demonstrated by the
experience of Kev and
Tish Riley, who run Gothic
guest house Bats and
Broomsticks in Prospect
Hill, Whitby.
Ann married them last
Halloween at Dunsley
Hall, where the room was
lit by pumpkin lanterns, the
cake was castle-shaped,
the bridesmaid carried a dog instead of a
bouquet and Captain Sensible of punk
band The Damned was a witness.
Earlier in the day, Kev and Tish had
acted as witnesses to another Goth
wedding at the registration office, and,
after marrying Kev and Tish, Ann had to
get back to the office to marry a couple
from the Bolton area who were staying at
the Rileys’ guest house.
“Everybody we dealt with just could
not do enough,” said Kev. “They were
game for anything that was different.”
That’s a key message from the
Registration Service. Whether you are
Goths or have any other ideas to make
the day your own, the registrars will do
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their best to help.
Emma and Stephen Rawling
travelled from their home in
Gloucestershire to marry in Whitby.
Emma has enjoyed Gothic culture
since borrowing Dracula from the library
when she was ten, scaring herself silly
but loving every minute. She first visited
Whitby when she was 18.
“It is such a special place to me,” she
said. So that was part of the reason for
choosing Whitby for their wedding. It was
also convenient for family, as Stephen
was born in Guisborough.
Emma organised her own reception,
decorating the venue with red and black
flowers, balloons and confetti. With all

that work, she needed the ceremony to
go smoothly, which it did.
“They were very good there,” she
said. “They told me not to worry about
anything and looked after me very well.”
• This year’s Whitby Goth Weekends are
on April 25 and 26 and October 31 and
November 1. For more details, go online
to wgw.topmum.co.uk.
FOR more details about wedding
and civil partnership ceremonies,
contact the County Register Office,
Bilton House, 31 Park Parade,
Harrogate HG1 5AG, call 0845 034
9480 or email registrars.harrogate@
northyorks.gov.uk.

Want to help shape access to the countryside?
NORTH Yorkshire County Council’s Access and Public
Rights of Way service needs five new members for the
North Yorkshire Local Access Forum, an independent
body that advises the County Council on developing
recreation and access, improving public rights of way
and managing Open Access land.
It is keen to draw members from all groups with an

interest in the countryside and access, in particular
those with an interest in farming.
No qualifications are needed, just an understanding
of the countryside, a practical outlook, imagination and
the ability to work in a group. The forum has 18
members and meets four times a year at locations
around the County.

Appointments are voluntary and last three years.
Travel allowances are paid.
• For more details, call Jane Wilkinson on 01609
533218 or email committee@northyorks.gov.uk.
The closing date for applications is April 24, 2008.
An assessment event will be held on April 30 at
County Hall, Northallerton.

NEW legislation to increase the
penalty for using a handheld
phone while driving came into
force just over a year ago. The £30
fine was increased to £60 and three
penalty points added to the driver’s
licence. Penalty points can mean
higher insurance costs.
Why did the penalties go up?
It is hard to do two things at once
and research has shown that if
someone is using a mobile phone while
driving, they are four times more likely
to have a crash.
In fact, if you use any type of
mobile, hands-free or handheld, your
reaction times are worse than if you
were driving under the influence of
alcohol, at the legal limit. Tests have
shown that reaction times for drivers
using a handheld phone slow by 50 per
cent when compared to normal driving
and by 30 per cent when compared to
being drunk (Direct Line Mobile Phone
Report 2002).
The use of a mobile phone often
involves distractions, which could be
visual, auditory, mental or physical.
Even if you are a careful driver, it's
easy to be distracted by a phone call or
text message - and that split second
lapse in concentration could result in a
crash.
• For information and advice on driving
and all road safety matters, contact the
road safety team on 0845 727374 or
email 95alive@northyorks.gov.uk.

Talking about
your area
NORTH Yorkshire County Council’s
area committees represent their
communities and make decisions on
such things as speed limits, on-street
parking and public rights of way.
Members of the public are
encouraged to attend and can speak at
meetings if sufficient notice is given.
Meetings in April are:
9th: Richmondshire, Barton Village
Hall, 10am;
17th: Yorkshire Coast and Moors,
Burniston Village Hall, 6.30pm.

Golf winners
THE winners of the Golf Guide
competition in February’s NY Times
were: Mrs M Leeming, Elslack; Gordon
Elliott, Richmond; and Adam O’Rourke,
Stokesley.

