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DISCOVERIES ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

THE SELBY 
TRAILS 

Discover History 1.2 miles in totalThe 
Discover Activities fat route, very little inclineAbbey Trail 
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Go back in time. 
Selby has a rich history, 
and all discoveries date 
back to the 12th Century. 

Disappearing Street 

Westfeld Cemetery 

DISCOVERY 
TIP 

Selby Timeline 

1 

Selby Abbey
Market Cross 

4 
3 2 

5 

Find out when the 
local buses run on the 
Arrivabus website 
www.arrivabus.co.uk 

You can use a smart phone with a camera to 
take photos of your discoveries. If you have no 
camera, then just use a pencil and a notebook, 
or try doing quick sketches of what you see. 

Always follow the countryside code. Be safe – plan ahead and follow the signs. 
Keep dogs under close control, protect plants and animals and take your litter 
home. Leave gates and property as you find them and consider other people. 

Share your discoveries 

SelbyTrails 

www.northyorks.gov.uk/selbytrails 

www.northyorks.gov.uk/selbytrails


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Short on time? 
Why not mix and match the discoveries on this trail to 
create a shorter walk that fits around your schedule! 

Selby Timeline 
Take a walk through the riverside park and look 
for the twelve brass paving slabs that depict 
Selby’s history. 

The artwork was created by sculptor Ailsa 
Magnus and ranges from conficts on the 
Ouse between the Saxons and the Vikings; to 
the ‘Stars and Stripes’ of the American fag, 
representing the American and Canadian 
aircrews who were stationed in Selby during 
WWII. 

TOP TIP: 
Grab some paper and chalk and use the 
artwork to create beautiful brass rubbings. 

0.2 miles to Selby Abbey 

1 

Selby Abbey 
Possibly Selby’s most iconic feature, the 
Abbey has been at the centre of the town’s 
history since the 12th Century. 

The architecture has continued to evolve, 
prompted by two fires that almost destroyed 
the Abbey! After the first fire in 1340, the 
striking stained glass windows were added to 
the south isle of the Nave. Then disaster hit 
in 1906 when a huge fire, that started in the 
organ chamber, destroyed the roof and tower. 
Thankfully, a donation from William Liversidge 
led to restoration of the South Transept and the 
addition of another, wonderful stained glass 
window! 
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0.1 miles to Market Cross 

Market Cross 

0.1 miles to Disappearing Street 

The Market Cross signifes the spot of Selby’s 
open-air market, a weekly event that has been 
ongoing since the 14th Century. 

The market was started by the Monks of the 
Abbey, but trade went on to include imports 
that had been transported up the River Ouse 
and there were even reports of farm labourers 
ofering themselves for work! 

3 

Disappearing 
Street 
Can you spot the false archway flled with 
bricks at 25 Finkle Street? 

This is actually the site of Lees Terrace, a 
street of houses that could be accessed via 
a small wooden door. In 1996, renovations to 
the surrounding buildings led to the removal 
of Lees Terrace, giving it the status of a 
disappearing street! 
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0.8 miles to Westfeld Cemetery 

Westfeld 
Cemetery 
Westfeld Cemetery contains many white 
marble graves of men who few and fought 
in the Royal Flying Corps and Royal Air Force 
between 1914 - 1945. 

Once a year members of the Clergy and groups 
of school children take part in a remembrance 
service to commemorate those that lost their 
lives in the war. 

5 
The Abbey Trail instructions: 

1. From Ousegate next to the river, follow the 
road around The Crescent to reach Selby Abbey. 

2. Follow The Crescent round, turn on St. James’ 
St. and find Market Cross on Market Lane. 

3. Follow New Lane and head up towards Finkle 
St. to find Disappearing Street. 

4. Head down Gowthorpe and make a turn onto 
Brook St. Follow the road straight down to reach 
Westfield Cemetery. 


