
 

 
OFFICIAL ‐ SENSITIVE 

NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

COMMONS ACT 2006 — SCHEDULE 2, PARAGRAPH 7 
 

Notice of an application to deregister land wrongly registered as common land at Wydra, 
Fewston. 

 
Application Reference Number: CA13 019 

 
Field No. 65 off Wydra Lane (CL345) 

 
Application has been made to the North Yorkshire County Council by Damian Riley and Laurie Dummett 
under Schedule 2(7) of the Commons Act 2006 and in accordance with the Commons Registration (England) 
Regulations 2014 for the amendment of the Register of Common Land. 
 
The application, which includes documentary evidence, can be viewed at: 
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/common-land-applications-and-decision-notices  
 
or you can request a copy by contacting the Commons Registration Officer: - 
 
email: commons.registration@northyorks.gov.uk ,    
 
telephone: 01609 534753        
 
or write to: North Yorkshire County Council, Commons Registration, County Hall, Northallerton, North 
Yorkshire DL7 8AD 
 
Any person wishing to make a representation regarding this amendment: 

 should quote the Application No. CA13 019 
 must state the name and postal address of the person making the representation and the nature of 

that person’s interest (if any) in any land affected by the application. 
 may include an e-mail address of the person making the representation 
 must be signed by the person making the representation 
 must state the grounds on which the representation is made 
 should send the representation to: Commons Registration Officer, Commons Registration North 

Yorkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 8AD or e-mail to 
commons.registration@northyorks.gov.uk  on or before 8 March 2022. 

 
Representations cannot be treated as confidential, and a copy will be sent to the applicant in accordance 
with Regulation 25 of the 2014 Regulations. Should the application be referred to the Planning Inspectorate 
for determination, in accordance with Regulation 26 of the 2014 Regulations, any representations will be 
forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
A summary of the effect of the application (if granted) is as follows: the Registration Authority will deregister 
the application land as common land. 
 
Dated: 17 January 2022 
 
Karl Battersby 
 
Corporate Director – Business and Environmental Services 
North Yorkshire County Council 
 

Schedule 
 

Description of the land seeking to be deregistered as common land  
 

Part of Field No. 65 off Wydra Lane, Fewston, as edged red on the notice plan. 
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COMMONS ACT 2006 
 

CA13 APPLICATION (Ref. No. CA13 019) SEEKING TO 
DEREGISTER LAND AS COMMON LAND AT FIELD NO.65, 

WYDRA, FEWSTON 
LOCATION PLAN 

 
 

NOTICE PLAN 

 

Existing 
common land 







Note 4
For further details 
of the requirements 
of an application 
refer to Schedule 
4, paragraph 14 
to the Commons 
Registration 
(England) 
Regulations 2014.

4. Basis of application for correction and qualifying criteria

Tick one of the following boxes to indicate the purpose for which you are 
applying under Schedule 2 of the Commons Act 2006.
To register land as common land (paragraph 2):	 
To register land as a town or village green (paragraph 3):	 
To register waste land of a manor as common land  
(paragraph 4):	 
To deregister common land as a town or village green  
(paragraph 5):	 
To deregister a building wrongly registered as common land  
(paragraph 6):	 
To deregister any other land wrongly registered as common  
land (paragraph 7):	 
To deregister a building wrongly registered as town or  
village green (paragraph 8):	 
To deregister any other land wrongly registered as town or  
village green (paragraph 9):	 

For waste land of a manor (paragraph 4), tick one of the following boxes  
to indicate why the provisional registration was cancelled.
The Commons Commissioner refused to confirm the registration having 
determined that the land was no longer part of a manor (paragraph 4(3)):	
The Commons Commissioner had determined that the land was not  
subject to rights of common but did not consider whether it was waste  
land of a manor (paragraph 4(4)):	 
The applicant requested or agreed to cancel the application (whether  
before or after its referral to a Commons Commissioner) (paragraph 4(5)):	

Please specify the register unit number(s) (if any) to which this application 
relates:

Note 5
Explain why the 
land should be 
registered or, as 
the case may be, 
deregistered.

5. Description of the reason for applying to correct the register:
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Note 6
You must provide 
an Ordnance map 
of the land relevant 
to your application. 
The relevant area 
must be hatched 
in blue. The map 
must be at a scale 
of at least 1:2,500, 
or 1:10,560 if the 
land is wholly or 
predominantly 
moorland. Give a 
grid reference or 
other identifying 
detail.

6. Description of land

Name by which the land is usually known:

Location:

Tick the box to confirm that you have attached an Ordnance map of  
the land:	 

Note 7
This can include 
any written 
declarations sent to 
the applicant (i.e. 
a letter), and any 
such declaration 
made on the form 
itself.

If your application 
is to register 
common land or 
a town or village 
green and part of 
the land is covered 
by a building or is 
within the curtilage 
of a building, you 
will need to obtain 
the consent of the 
landowner.

7. Declarations of consent
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Field number 65 (Field name "Stripe") off Wydra Lane, Fewston. Specifically,
the section of field 65 to the South East, not owned by Yorkshire Water. 
This part of the field is owned by the applicants 
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Note 8
List all supporting 
documents 
and maps 
accompanying 
the application, 
including if relevant 
any written 
consents. This 
will include a copy 
of any relevant 
enactment referred 
to in paragraphs 
2(2)(b) or 3(2) (a) 
of Schedule 2 to 
the Commons Act 
2006 or, in relation 
to paragraph 4 
(waste land of a 
manor) evidence 
which shows why 
the provisional 
registration was 
cancelled. There 
is no need to 
submit copies of 
documents issued 
by the registration 
authority or to 
which it was a party 
but they should 
still be listed. Use 
a separate sheet if 
necessary.

8. Supporting documentation
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1. Letter to Jayne Applegarth dated 13 December 2021
2. Title plans showing areas under discussion
3. Timeline for Field 65
4. Appendix 2
5. Duchy of Lancaster letters for Spinksburn House and Spinksburn Reach
6. Aerial view
7. Mount Pleasant Farm worked in 1968
8. John Hainsworth declaration
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Mr D Riley  
Spinksburn House  

Wydra Lane, Fewston  
HARROGATE  

North Yorkshire HG3 1SY 

Mr L Dummett 
Spinksburn Reach  

Wydra Lane, Fewston  
HARROGATE  

North Yorkshire HG3 1SY 
    
 
13th December 2021 
 
 
Jayne Applegarth 
Commons Registration Officer 
County Hall 
Northallerton 
North Yorkshire 
DL7 8AD 
 
Your ref: CA13 019/ JA / 73516 
 

SPINKBURN HOUSE/REACH DE-REGISTRATION OF COMMON LAND.  
 

Dear Jayne 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 16th January 2020, in which you detail the steps needed for 
de-registration of CL345 FIELD NO. 65 OFF WYDRA LANE, FEWSTON 
 
Firstly, please note that the fees of £1,200 have been paid as requested. As discussed 
previously, this payment was made jointly by us as the registration covers both of our 
properties. 
 
In order to progress our application we are providing evidence to demonstrate that the 
following criteria listed under Schedule 2 Paragraph 7 of the Commons Act 2006 have been 
addressed and that the land was wrongly registered as common land. 
 
The following circumstances apply:  
 

 the land was provisionally registered as common land between 2 January 1967 and 
31 July 1970; check this in the commons registers  

 
Common Land unit CL345 was provisionally registered on 18 February 1969 

 
 the provisional registration of the land was not referred to a Commons Commissioner 

(the entry in the commons registers will normally say ‘undisputed’); 
 
The Commons Register records “undisputed” 
 

 when the land was provisionally registered it wasn’t:  



 
o land subject to rights of common 

 
There are no rights of common listed for this land, either in 1969 or at 
the date of this letter. 

 
o waste land of a manor 

 
Field 65 has never been “wasteland of a manor” – see Appendix. 

 
o a town or village green because it was physically unusable for recreation 

during the 20 previous years and the land was not, and is still not, allotted by 
an Act for recreation 

 
In 1969 there was not, and is still not, any of this land allotted by an Act 
for recreation. Indeed, the land is not accessible by the public as 
Yorkshire Water owns a strip of land to the North West of Field 65 that 
regulates access to authorised persons only.  

 
o land of a description specified in section 11 of the Inclosure Act 1845, which 

includes gated and stinted pastures, land held in severalty by joint tenants 
and equivalent lands (but check section 11)  

 
Field 65 does not meet the conditions for Inclosure under section 11 of 
the Inclosure Act 1845.  
 

At the time Common Land unit CL345 was provisionally registered, on 18 February 1969, 
the status of the South East section of field 65 was that it was enclosed on all sides and 
comprised part of a working dairy farm, Mount Pleasant, which has passed from successive 
generations of the same family (Bramley/Peel), as a dairy farm, for hundreds of years 
according to census data. The produce was sold to the Milk Marketing Board and also 
provided for a local milk round. The South East section of Field 65 was used to access fields 
68 and 69, this being the only access route to these fields. It also served to provide access 
to other fields which were rented and worked by the farm, lying to the south east of Mount 
Pleasant Farm (highlighted on the map provided). In turn, the dairy cattle from the farm were 
milked in the property which myself and Mr Dummett now own, the barn adjacent to the land 
in question. This clearly demonstrates that the South East section of field 65 retained by the 
Bramleys must have been in constant use, as there are no other buildings in the area that 
could be used for this purpose. It is also inconceivable that the owners of Mount Pleasant 
Farm in 1969 would not have used this field (or fields 68 and 69) in preference to renting 
from third-parties.  
 
We attach an aerial photograph of Mount Pleasant Farm taken some time ago when it was 
still a working dairy farm and the usage of South East section of field 65 is clear. 
Additionally, adjoining the original barn to the east are buildings which are located in field 65 
and serve the purpose of contributing to the operation of a dairy farm. 
 



The current status of the South East section of CL345 is that it has been divided and is 
owned by us, forming part of our gardens. We both own the entirety of manorial incidents as 
is evidenced by the letters addressed to each of us by the Duchy of Lancaster (attached). 
This shows clear and complete severance of the South East section of Field 65 from the 
Duchy.    
 
Why the owners of Mount Pleasant Farm did not respond to the public notices in 1969 
regarding the possible registration of their land, the South East section of field 65, as 
common land remains a mystery. It is possible that because the field was divided in 1899 but 
subsequent maps do not re-number or distinguish between the two owners, that the South 
East Section of field 65 was registered in error. Indeed, all documents (deeds and maps) 
uncovered during our research still show filed 65 as one unit, being 0.909 acres in extent, 
though it is recognised by the Bramleys that the boundaries changed at some point prior to 
1933. 
 
Perhaps, ill-health or illiteracy played a role? We may never know. However, it should not 
have been difficult to ascertain the ownership of the land, either through documented 
records or by direct approach to the farm, given that the owners had purchased the property 
in 1961, only 8 years prior. We firmly believe that the land was wrongly provisionally 
registered as common land in 1969 and request that this land be removed from the 
Commons Register.       
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
DAMIAN RILEY  & LAURIE DUMMETT 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 1 
 
Historical Status of CL345 Field No 65. 
 
We have visited North Yorkshire Archives and viewed the 1776 Inclosure Award documents 
on microfilm to determine the status of field 65. In 1776 the land at Fewston was recognised 
by the Duchy of Lancaster as “Copyhold”. The Land was owned by Henry Bramley, who had 
significant land holdings in Fewston, Timble, Sowerby, Thirsk, Skipton, and throughout 
Airedale. The land in question at Fewston had clearly been granted some time prior to 1778 
but we have not been able to find a copy of prior documents. We have obtained scanned 
images of the 1778 award and in the sections covering “common land or waste land”, there 
is no mention of any lands owned by Henry Bramley. 
 
We subsequently visited the West Yorkshire Archive Service to personally examine the 
original 1778 map (see copy of original map B/18 Knaresborough Forest Enclosure Award 
1778). It clearly shows the land marked with a yellow boundary (the key on the map explains 
the “freehold or “copyhold” status), though this would not show on photographs or scans. We 
have attached a copy of the original together with a 1909 OS map showing the area in 
question a little more clearly. 
 
As part of the Leeds Corporation Act 1897, which created a buffer of Corporation land 
bounding the reservoirs of Fewston and Swinsty, some of the residents of Fewston were 
served with compulsory purchase orders. This included Henry Bramley and some of his land 
at Wydra, which was purchased by Leeds Corporation1. This was the point in time at which 
Field 65 was sectioned, The North West side purchased by the Corporation and the South 
East section, the subject of this application, was retained by Henry Bramley because it was 
used by the dairy operation and was necessary for access to fields 68 and 69 shown on the 
attached map. Field 68 is now owned by Damian Riley and field 69 is owned by Laurie 
Dummett. We are still trying to obtain a copy of the original indenture referred to in the Chief 
Commons Commissioner’s document of 5 June 1974 (attached) but so far without success.  
 
The land at Fewston remained in the Bramley family, the next significant appearance being 
in 1933 when, based on the Law of Property Act, 1922, manorial incidents were extinguished 
for the payment of £22:15s:8d from John Bramley (copy of document already supplied). This 
document, along with records of deeds, evidence that the land, including field 65 were 
indeed previously held as “copyhold” from the Duchy. 
 
John Bramley died in 1934, leaving his land at Fewston to his son William Hugh Carr 
Bramley, who upon his death in 1948 left the land to his son, Hugh Maurice Bramley. Hugh 
eventually sold the land in 1961 to family members (copy of conveyance attached) and in 
1969, immediately prior to provisional registration, the land continued to be held by Sydney 
James Bramley Peel and his sister (Flora Veronica Peel) and brother (Jeffry Roy Peel), as 
part of Mount Pleasant Farm which continued to be used as a dairy farm.  

                                                            
1 It should be noted that my research has shown that the purchasing and registering of land by Leeds 
Corporation did not always happen in sequence. Henry Bramley was involved in a number of 
disputes/negotiations with the Leeds Corporation, as were Christopher and Israel Jewett. I firmly 
believe that this was the case with Field 65 but I cannot provide documentary evidence, despite 
requesting a copy of the 1899 indenture from Leeds City council or Yorkshire Water. 
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Sydney James Bramley Peel continued the dairy operation (see statement from John 

Hainsworth, attached) until his death at which time the property passed to his sister Lillian 

Rosalind Peel who then let out the land surrounding the farmhouse on successive grazing 

agreements until her death in 2004. 

South East section of Field 65 has for generations been enclosed on all sides. The dry‐stone 

walls bounding the field are shared with other fields abutting it. 

In conclusion, we believe the above evidences that field 65 has was in continuous use up 

until 2004, it has never been “wasteland of a Manor”, certainly post 1776, the land has 

never been allotted for recreation, nor does in meet the conditions for Inclosure. 

After over 200 years of private ownership, Field 65 was recategorized in 1969 as common 

land. We do not suggest or infer that this was due to any deliberate malpractice but firmly 

believe that is was inappropriate and in error, since nothing had changed regarding its use 

as part of a working dairy farm. At the time of the commons application, Field 65 gated, 

enclosed by drystone walls and could not be accessed directly by members of the public from 

the public highway. 

Finally, we offer our sincere apologies should any offence have been unintentionally caused 

by the rescinded paragraph. 



This is a copy of the title plan on 23 JUN 2020 at 07:36:47. This copy does not take account of any application made after
that time even if still pending in HM Land Registry when this copy was issued.

This copy is not an 'Official Copy' of the title plan. An official copy of the title plan is admissible in evidence in a court to
the same extent as the original. A person is entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason
of a mistake in an official copy. If you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land Registry web site explains how to do
this.

HM Land Registry endeavours to maintain high quality and scale accuracy of title plan images.The quality and accuracy
of any print will depend on your printer, your computer and its print settings.This title plan shows the general position,
not the exact line, of the boundaries.  It may be subject to distortions in scale.  Measurements scaled from this plan may
not match measurements between the same points on the ground.

This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Durham Office.



C.L. 345 COMMON LAND – FIELD 65 OFF WYDRA LANE 

SEQUENCE OF KEY EVENTS 

 

1. 27th November 1956. (Appendix 2 Page 1) 

Wharfedale Rural District Council write to Fewston Parish Council re Royal Commission on 

Common Land. The sender asks if there is any common land within the parish. 

  

2. 4th December 1956. (Appendix 2 Page 2) 

Response from Mrs F.C. Beacroft – “there is no common land in this parish”. 

 

3. June 1958.  

Mr W. Pearson, Estates Superintendent, Leeds City Waterworks Department, at their 

request, attends Fewston Parish Council meeting to discuss the alleged removal of gateways 

by Mr S. Peel of Mount Pleasant Farm, Wydra, Fewston. This clearly refers to gates between 

the public highway (Wydra Lane) restricting access to the North West portion of Field 65 

owned by Leeds Waterworks. This evidences (i) that Field 65 was gated and not accessible to 

the public (ii) that the Parish Council knew about the ownership Field 65. 

 

4. 5th September 1958. (Appendix 2 Page 3) 

Mr W. Pearson’s letter to Parish Council following a visit to Field 65 by Leeds Waterworks 

Deputy General Manager. No action taken against Mr. Peel. Leeds Waterworks did “not 

propose to undertake any responsibility for the gateways”. 

 

5. 31st July 1963. (Appendix 2 Pages  4‐7) 

Mr C. Hebblethwaite, tenant of Wydra House Farm (owned by Leeds Waterworks), writes to 

Fewston Parish Council requesting information regarding Field 65 and access to a well in the 

South East section of Field 65 owned by Mr S. Peel. Having recently purchased a 12 acre field 

adjacent to the South East section of Field 65 from Leeds Waterworks, Mrs Hebblethwaite 

anticipated being able to use the well on Mr Peels land and also to continue to access her 

newly acquired field over land owned by Mr Peel, namely the South East section of Field 65. 

Mr Peel objected, hence began a dispute that would continue for over 25 years. 

 

Mrs Hebblethwaite’s letter evidences (i) Mr Peels section of Field 65 was fenced and gated 

in 1963 (ii) there was knowledge of the separation and ownership of Field 65 (iii) there were 

two further gates between Mr Peels land and the public highway, Wydra Lane. 

 

6. 5th January 1966. (Appendix 2 Page 8) 

Wharfedale Rural District Council Writes to Parish Councils regarding a further request of 

information regarding common land in individual parishes. Parishes were requested by “the 

Minister” “to use these powers in full to avoid the possibility of land which is common or a 

green failing to be brought on to the registers”. The aim of this guidance is clear – to register 

existing common land and village greens. Fewston parish had already confirmed, in 1958, 

that there was no common land or village greens in the parish. 

 

7. 28th May 1968 (Appendix 2 Page 9) 



Fewston parish Council Minutes records “the question of common land in the parish was 

again discussed and it was finally agreed that the land in Wydra …. should be registered 

under the Commons Registration Act”. 

 

8. 28th June 1968 (Appendix 2 Pages  10‐13) 

Fewston Parish Council applies for the registration of Field 65 at Wydra, Fewston, as 

common land, application number 1289. The applicant was the Clerk to the Parish Council , 

Mrs F.C. Fletcher (nee Beacroft), the same person who had recorded “no common land in 

the parish” in 1956 and had been Clerk through numerous previous disputes regarding the 

land at Wydra brought to the Parish Council over the previous 13 years. Mrs Fletcher knew 

the history of Field 65. She knew of the disputes and she knew who the two owners were. 

However, for some unknown reason, Mrs Fletcher failed to include this information on the 

application to register Field 65 as common land. 

9. 26th March 1969 (Appendix 2 Page 14) 

Fewston Parish Council minutes records “the common land in Wydra ….. had been duly 

requested with the West Riding County Council and the plan of the Wydra land had been 

received back”. 

 

I do not know what was received by the Parish Council but I can confirm that I have found 

numerous documents filed with West Riding County Council which record that the South 

East section of Field 65 at Wydra was part of Mount Pleasant Farm. In 1961 Mount Pleasant 

Farm was purchased from a relative, Mr H.C. Bramley, and belonged to Mr S. Peel and his 

siblings Flora Veronica (died 1974) and Jeffrey Roy (died 1978). Mount Pleasant Farm had 

remained within the same family from at least the 1700’s. All transactions regarding Mount 

Pleasant Farm and land were properly documented and recorded with the relevant 

authorities, namely West Riding County Council.  (Appendix 2 Page 16‐34) 

   

10. 9th May 1973 (Appendix 2 Page 15) 

Office of the Commons Commissioner writes the Mrs Fletcher in her capacity as Clerk to the 

Parish Council regarding the question of ownership of the provisionally registered common 

land at Wydra. The letter records that (i) “Land Registry certificate dated 13th March 1973 

shows the land is not registered” (ii) “No persons have notified the Registration Authority 

that they claim the land”. See above point. According to the Archivists at West Yorkshire 

Archives, these documents should have shown in any search.  

The letter also states “… a brief description of the land given. If only a part of the land 

comprised in the register unit is affected the fact should be mentioned”. It appears nothing 

was forthcoming from Fewston Parish Council on their knowledge of the division of Field 65 

and the ownership of its relevant parts. 

 

11. 8th February 1974 (Appendix 2 Page 35) 
Office of the Commons Commissioner send letter to Wharfedale District Council regarding 

Hearing re ownership of land set for 27th March 1974. Copy sent to Fewston Parish Council. 

 

12. 26th February 1974  
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “After a long and serious discussion on this subject ……. It 

was decided that Mr Windle (Chairman) should attend the inquiry” 

 



13. 5th June 1974 (Appendix 2 Page 36) 
Decision reached by Chief Commons Commissioner. NW part of Field 65 ownership claimed 

by Leeds Corporation. SW part of Field 65 “in the absence of any evidence I am not satisfied 

that any person is the owner of the remainder of the land comprised in the register unit, 

which will therefore remain subject to protection under section 9 of the Act of 1965”. 

 

14. 24th October 1974 (Appendix 2 Page 37) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “… that a letter be sent to the Commons Registration 

Board informing them that Mr S. Peel of Mount Pleasant Farm had erected a building on 

Field No. 65 Wydra Lane, Fewston. 

 

15. 4th November 1974 (Appendix 2 Page 38) 

Commons Commissioner’s response to point 14. 

 

16. 3rd December 1974 (Appendix 2 Page 39) 

Response from Department of the Environment to point 14. 

 

17. June 1975 (Appendix 2 Page 40) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “Second letter to Harrogate re building on Wydra 

(common land). 

 

18. 20th November 1975 (Appendix 2 Page 41) 

Washburn Parish Council minutes. “Mr Spence had received a letter in answer to the subject 

of common land at Fewston (Wydra) asking him to arrange to meet the Harrogate District 

Council representative on site”. 

 

19. 7 June 1976 (Appendix 2 Page 42) 
Letter from North Yorkshire County Council. 

 

20. 9th February 1977 (Appendix 2 Page 43) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “A map of the Washburn area depicting the parcels of 

land to be sold was perused and the only query was on parcel 60 in regard to common land. 

The clerk to enquire from Leeds on this.” 

Field 60 at Wydra was not included in the application for common land and has never been 

classified as such. 

 

21. 12th May 1977 (Appendix 2 Page 44) 

Washburn Parish Council minutes. “Mr Spence commented on the parking of a caravan on 

common land at Wydra, Fewston. It was resolved to report this to the Enforcement Officer 

at Harrogate.” 

 

22. 27th October 1986 (Appendix 2 Page 45) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. (i) “it was agreed to make enquiries to ascertain exactly 

which areas within the Parish were classed as common land.” (ii) “Letter from Mrs 

Hebblethwaite, Wydra House Farm, Fewston…. Expressing concern at the building being 

erected on what was understood to be common land adjacent to her property and which 

was restricting her access. It was agreed as a matter of urgency this matter be referred to 

the Harrogate District Council” 



 

23. 5th January 1987 (Appendix 2 Page 46) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “It was noted that a Planning Enforcement Officer from  

the Technical Services Department at Harrogate had visited the site, and confirmed that the 

building was well within the permitted development criteria for building which can be 

erected without planning permission when used for agriculture. The question of building on 

common land had been taken up with the Chief Executive’s Legal department of North 

Yorkshire County Council, and they had advised of the wording of a suggested letter to be 

sent to Mr Peel of Mount Pleasant. The Council agreed that such a letter be sent.” 

 

24. 2nd March 1987 (Appendix 2 Page 47) 

Washburn Parish Council minutes. “Common Land, Field No. 65, Wydra, Fewston. It was 

reported that the Clerk was in correspondence with the solicitors acting for Mr Peel, and 

also the Commons Commissioner regarding this matter. It was reported that the building 

work on the site appeared to have stopped.” 

 

25. 14 April 1987 (Appendix 2 Page 48) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes.  “Common  land  at Wydra,  Fewston. Mrs Hebblethwaite 

enquired  if  the  council  had made any progress  in  establishing  the  legal  position  regarding 

the building on  this  land.  It was noted  that  the matter was  currently  in  the hands of Mrs 

Hebblethwaite’s  and  Mr  Peel’s  solicitors.  The  Washburn  Parish  Council  were  taking  any 

necessary action relating to the council’s position regarding planning permission etc.” 

 

26. 18th May 1987 (Appendix 2 Page 49) 

Washburn Parish Council minutes. (i) Mrs Hebblethwaite elected as councillor for Fewston. 

(ii) “Common land at Wydra, Fewston (Field No. 65). The Clerk reported that the solicitor 

acting for the owner of the common land in question (Mr S. Peel) had advised their client 

that no further building work should take place.” 

 

27. 1st February 1988 (Appendix 2 Page 50) 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “As soon as possible, the actual ownership of other 

common land in the parish be established.” 

 

28. 24th April 1991 
Washburn Parish Council minutes. “Ownership of old stone barn on common land at 

Wydra.” 

 

29. 6th September 1999 

Washburn Parish Council minutes. “It was noted that details of common land within the 

Parish had been obtained and were now in the Parish records.” Finally! 
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   Approx. Area covered by photo.

  Note gate and 

boundary wall 

built 1963. Also 

use as access to 

field 68 and 69 



This is a copy of the title plan on 18 JUL 2019 at 14:54:23. This copy does not take account of any application made after that time even if still pending in HM Land
Registry when this copy was issued.

This copy is not an 'Official Copy' of the title plan. An official copy of the title plan is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent as the original. A person is
entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason of a mistake in an official copy. If you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land Registry
web site explains how to do this.

HM Land Registry endeavours to maintain high quality and scale accuracy of title plan images.The quality and accuracy of any print will depend on your printer, your
computer and its print settings.This title plan shows the general position, not the exact line, of the boundaries.  It may be subject to distortions in scale.  Measurements
scaled from this plan may not match measurements between the same points on the ground.

This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Durham Office.
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John Hainsworth – Statutory Declaration 
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