North Yorkshire County Council
A Proposed New Primary Free School in Northallerton

School Specification
November 2020

This School Specification follows the DfE model in Annex A of their free school presumption guidance.

Section A - Introduction
A NEW FREE SCHOOL IS REQUIRED
Under section 6A of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 (the ‘free school presumption’) where
a local authority identifies the need to establish a new school it must, in the first instance, seek
proposals to establish an academy.
North Yorkshire County Council has identified the need to establish a new mixed mainstream
primary school for children aged 4 to 11 in Northallerton to open in September 2022.
This document provides information about the new school.

Evidence of Need.
THE LOCAL PLAN
Hambleton District Council’s Local Development Plan selects preferred sites for housing
developments according to a settlement hierarchy. This settlement hierarchy identifies Northallerton
as a principal service centre, with around 35% of the District total. As the largest town in Hambleton,
Northallerton provides an obvious delivery path for the Local Plan and Northallerton’s schools will
have to absorb a substantial part of the Local Plan’s target for this principal service centre.
The primary schools in Northallerton serve the existing housing, which is concentrated to the south
of the town. However, the northern edge of the town is identified in the Local Plan as the preferred
site for growth. The strategic site for development is the North Northallerton Development Area
(NNDA), which covers approximately 50 hectares with mixed uses including housing, employment
and open spaces, but there is a marked lack of existing facilities within easy walking distance of the
NNDA.

The NNDA plan is for 859 houses, running in a northern band between Stokesley Road and
Darlington Road. Development has started, absorbing existing school spaces, leaving 649 dwellings
to be completed and occupied. Hambleton’s Local Plan has been revised and a further 670 houses
are being added to the east of the existing NNDA. This forms part of c.1380 dwellings which, it is
proposed, are to be constructed in Northallerton in the medium to long-term. Latest indications are
that a build rate of 120 dwellings per year is expected.
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Site name

Expected no.
of dwellings

Status

Multiple sites

65

Planning permission granted –
several small sites at various stages

North Northallerton

646

Planning permission granted – under
construction

Multiple sites

671

Local Plan sites – planning
permission not yet granted

REASONS THE NEW SCHOOL IS REQUIRED
These significant housing developments in Northallerton will place demands on its educational
infrastructure by creating a shortfall of school places. The amber bars on table below, which includes
existing permissions, shows this shortfall’s imminent impact on existing schools while the green bars,
which also include the Local Plan, show the shortfall eventually exceeding the combined capacities
of the new and existing schools if the full level of anticipated pupil yield was to be realised.
Consequently, land has been safeguarded within the NNDA for the new school and North Yorkshire
County Council intends that the school should open in September 2022.
The proposed new school would serve the immediate growth area formed by the NNDA and also
support general school place sufficiency in Northallerton for the medium to long-term.
Northallerton town has the following existing provision:
School
Alverton Primary
Applegarth Primary
Brompton Community Primary
Broomfield
Mill Hill Community Primary
Romanby Primary
Sacred Heart RC Primary

PAN
30
40
30
30
30
40
15

Academy Trust
N/A Community School
N/A Community School
N/A Community School
N/A Community School
N/A Community School
N/A Community School
St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Academy Trust

The table below shows that these schools are collectively close to their operational capacity. Pressure
on places is being seen especially in the younger age groups. The amber bars in the table below,
which takes account of historic and current pupil numbers, underlying demographics and the
expected pupil yield from new housing with permission, shows that a shortfall in places can be
expected from September 2022 onwards. They also show this shortfall of places would continue to
rise, largely due to the impacts of new housing, from 2023 onwards without the introduction of
additional provision.
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The authority is therefore seeking proposals from appropriate sponsors to open this new school.
This school would be deemed a free school.
NB: the local authority led free school presumption is a different route to the DfE’s free school
programme. Further information about how to establish a new school via the DfE’s free school
programme route can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/opening-a-freeschool
PROFILE OF THE NORTHALLERTON AREA

The pupil data for the above primary schools in Northallerton is shown below, with the total
for FSM, SEND, BME and KS2 all calculated as a percentage of the total pupil population for
those schools:
Northallerton Pupil Data
FSM
is
the
number
of
pupils
in receipt of FSM against the number of
FSM
pupils on roll in the area
Ethnicity is the number of pupils by race (Asian, Black, Chinese or
BME
Mixed) against the number of pupils on roll in the area.
SEND is the combined number of pupils on either a EHCP or in receipt
SEND
of SEN support against the number of pupils on roll in the area
KS2 Outcomes is reading, writing and maths expected standard or
KS2
Outcomes above based on a school average across the area
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23.7%
4.9%
17.7%
62.9%

Description of the Process
INDICATIVE TIMELINE (INCLUDING CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS)
The following indicative timetable sets out the process to be followed which would lead to
recommendations on the proposed sponsors being made to the Regional Schools Commissioner for
the North of England:

LA Consultation stage
25 September to 23
October 2020

A 4 week Public Consultation period - complete

Stage 1 – Invitation for Proposals
w/c 23 November 2020
22 January 2021

Launch of process: National and local announcements
using DfE and NYCC websites
Deadline for receipt of proposals

Stage 2 – Assessment
w/c 1 February 2021
w/c 22 February
2021
9 March 2021

Assessment of proposals and selection of preferred
proposers (shortlist)
Assessment Panel Interviews
Recommendation to CYPS Executive Members and
confirmation of preferred sponsor.

17 March 2021

Proposals are sent to the Regional Schools
Commissioner (RSC) for the North of England

Stage 3 - Decision by
Regional Schools
Commissioner (for the
Secretary of State)

The RSC will consider the LA assessments and
recommendations and decide which proposer is in the
best position to take forward the new school. The
RSC will inform the LA and the successful proposer of
the decision and the LA will inform unsuccessful
proposers. There is no specified timescale for this
part of the process.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
The Local Authority will use a model based around the DfE’s ‘Model Criteria for Assessing
Applications’ (Annex C in their free school presumption guidance) for assessing applications
received.
Proposers should contact schoolorganisation@northyorks.gov.uk to request the specific details of
the NYCC assessment criteria.
It is the proposer’s responsibility to monitor https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/current-consultations for
any further or updated information which is released after initial publication of this specification.
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POTENTIAL SPONSORS APPLY BY COMPLETING THE DfE’s APPLICATION FORM
Potential sponsors should complete the DfE’s Model Application Form (Annex B in their free school
presumption guidance). A link to the application form is located on the DfE website at the following
address:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/establishing-a-new-school-free-school-presumption
Potential sponsors should include a section F regarding financial plans to address the requirement
of Criterion F1 in the NYCC assessment criteria.
Completed applications should be sent to schoolorganisation@northyorks.gov.uk by the deadline
on 22 January 2020.
The shortlist of preferred sponsors will be interviewed by the assessment panel during the week
commencing 22 February 2021. The assessment panel will conclude their assessment with a
recommendation to the Regional Schools Commissioner on or around 17 March 2021.
The Regional School Commissioner (RSC) for the North of England, on behalf of the Secretary of
State, will consider the local authority assessments and recommendations before deciding which
proposer is in the best position to take forward the new school. The RSC will inform the local authority
and the successful proposer of its decision, and the local authority will inform any unsuccessful
proposers.
If you would like further information or wish to discuss your application, please contact:
Andrew Dixon,
Strategic Planning Manager,
Education and Skills,
Children and Young People’s Service
Email: Andrew.dixon@northyorks.gov.uk

Section B - The School
Key Information about the School.
Opening date
The new school is needed for September 2022 and is expected to open on that date. This will be
kept under review regarding the potential impact of the pandemic on housing growth.
Site / Location
The NNDA is shaded green in the plan below. It shows the NNDA running in a northern band between
Stokesley Road and Darlington Road and how the band is currently divided by a railway line. A site
has been secured within the NNDA for the new school and its location is shaded brown in the plan
below.
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A key aspect of the NNDA is the creation of a road which will provide a link between Stokesley Road
and Darlington Road. To connect both ends of the link, building work has now started on a £7m
bridge over the railway line midway along that link road. The site secured for the school is located
just north of the link road and to the west of the railway bridge.
A requirement imposed by Highways is that access to the school site should not be via the new link
road to the south of the site. Vehicle access to the school site is via the spine road to the north of
the school site. NYCC Highways have requested that access to the site be achieved with suitable
visibility splays for a 30 mph road.
Design and Planning
To meet the opening date of September 2022, the school planning, design and tendering for the build
is already underway. The location of the site lies in an area defined in the NNDA’s masterplan as
‘medium density” and the design therefore attempts to minimise the school’s prominence in relation
to the surrounding landscape through appropriate landscaping. Under the free school presumption
route, it is expected that the design and build costs will be met by North Yorkshire County Council.
A planning application for the design and layout was submitted under reference number
NY/2019/0220/FUL. Planning permission was granted on 1 September 2020. Having this approval
provides confidence that the remaining processes to establish the school can now commence. The
design of the building is single storey and the size of the site both allow for future expansion to 2 form
entry at 420 places should that be required.
The site for the school has been secured through a Section 106 agreement and the required land
transfer to NYCC is currently being progressed.
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Admission arrangements
The Academy Trust chosen to operate the School would determine the oversubscription criteria for
admissions purposes. NYCC propose that the new Northallerton School would not have a defined
catchment area. Instead, we expect that priority for admission to the School would be determined by
proximity to it. Catchment areas in Northallerton are historical and did not anticipate the NNDA which
cuts across sections of the catchment areas for Alverton, Applegarth and Brompton schools. There
are no obvious natural boundaries with which to create a new catchment and we do not support
arbitrarily introducing new boundaries by taking areas from Applegarth, Brompton and Alverton’s
existing catchment areas. To do so would disadvantage existing families and schools.
Summary of key school information
School’s Characteristic
School type

Description
Mainstream primary

Age range

4-11 Reception to Year 6

Published admission number

30

Size / Capacity

210 places

Gender

Mixed

Opening date

September 2022

Opening profile

First year of operation: Reception only
Second year: Reception and Year 1
Adding a further year group for the third
year of operation and beyond until full
opening is achieved

Admission arrangements

Oversubscription criteria to be determined
by the chosen Academy Trust.
NYCC propose that the new Northallerton
School will not have a defined catchment
area. Instead priority for admission to the
School would be determined by proximity
to it.

SEN provision
NYCC is ambitious in its plans for meeting the needs of children with SEND across a wide range of
setting including mainstream schools, targeted mainstream provisions, Alternative Provision and
Special Schools. Therefore the Local Authority are interested in schools and trusts who demonstrate
a commitment to meeting the educational, social and emotional needs of children with SEND and a
willingness to work in partnership with the LA, Local Schools and stakeholders.
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One aspect of the LA’s plans for SEND provision is the development of Targeted Mainstream
Provisions which are small base provisions allowing access to a mainstream curriculum with
enhanced levels of support. Trusts and schools demonstrating experience of delivering these
provisions would be of particular interest.
Character/Ethos of school
It is important that the ethos of the school recognises diversity and celebrates inclusion – we are
looking for schools with the highest aspirations for its pupils so that more children in North Yorkshire
are happy, healthy and achieving.
Community use / shared facilities
We would expect schools to extend the use of their facilities for community use and we are interested
in schools that are able to offer wrap around provision and that will open their facilities for sports and
other clubs outside of school hours.
Transport arrangements
School transport is covered by the NYCC Home to School Transport Policy
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-transport-reception-year-11-children
Equalities Impact Analysis
An assessment has been undertaken. Please see Section G for comment and note the completed
Equality Impact Assessment which is attached as an appendix to this specification.

Section C - Vision
Applicants should take account of the relevant criteria in Annex C of the free school presumption
guidance.
As a minimum, please ensure you include the following:










A strong educational vision and a curriculum delivery based on high standards of attainment
for each key stage
Plans for appropriate engagement with the local community and parents during the preopening period and any on-going engagement
A commitment to excellent outcomes and high quality of teaching and learning
Excellent support facilities to meet the needs of all children, including looked after children,
those with Special Educational Needs, etc
Evidence of how the school will work in partnership with the LA to ensure that, wherever
possible and appropriate, children with SEND will be supported to access their local
mainstream school and achieve good outcomes
Information on how the personal, social and emotional wellbeing of children will be supported
and how the voice of children will help shape the future of the school
Evidence of success in removing barriers for disadvantaged learners
A commitment to working collaboratively with all other local schools and ongoing engagement
with stakeholders across the locality
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A vision for how the school will make a positive contribution to education across the locality
A strong focus on ensuring an inclusive learning environment for all children, their families
and carers

Section D - Education Plan
Applicants should take account of the relevant criteria in Annex C of the free school presumption
guidance.
As a minimum please ensure you include the following:








An ambitious, broad and balanced, deliverable curriculum plan which is consistent with the
vision and pupil intake. This could include a curriculum table and pupil build up chart
Strategies for measuring pupil performance effectively and setting challenging targets
A staffing structure that will deliver the planned curriculum within the expected income levels;
with a focus on outstanding teaching (including strategies for effective performance
management). This could also include an organogram and staff build up chart
The needs of all children are fully provided for and how the school will be fully inclusive
including how the early identification of SEND will be facilitated and supported within an
inclusive school setting
Details of enrichment and extended services, for example, breakfast clubs, sports clubs,
homework clubs and music/art clubs - – ensuring the school’s plans for a rich and varied

range of these services enable the most vulnerable groups to benefit from this
provision


The school’s approach to: PHSE; the Prevent Duty; safeguarding and welfare; and promoting
fundamental British values (democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs)



The school’s plans to raise aspiration and extend opportunities for all children –
including plans for cultural development and experiences beyond the classroom

Section E - Capacity and Capability
Applicants should take account of the relevant criteria in Annex C of the free school presumption
guidance.
As a minimum please ensure you include the following:






The resources you would draw on and/or deploy to support the development of the new free
school by the opening date
Clear evidence that you have the range of skills and abilities necessary to set up and then run
a school effectively, including: managing school finances; leadership; project management;
marketing; human resources; safeguarding; and health and safety
How the school would be organised and what the governance arrangements would look like,
including a diagram of the proposed structures
A thorough explanation of the training, skills, knowledge and expertise of staff so that children
with SEND are able to access a broad curriculum and their holistic needs are met
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Section F - Funding and Costs
OWNERSHIP OF THE SCHOOL LAND
The land registry pack on the ownership of the land secured for the school site reveals that the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England first acquired the parcel of land on 31 December 1920 from
Thomas Swain. The land registry pack reveals that the school site is part of a slightly larger parcel of
land transferred from the ownership of the Church Commissioners to the joint ownership of Taylor
Wimpey Ltd and Persimmon Homes Ltd on 1 April 2019.
The land secured for the school is indicated in the two drawings provided below.
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The S106 Agreement (Schedule 3) requires the Relevant Phase Landowner to safeguard and retain
as an undeveloped site the school land for a period of 7 years from Commencement of Development.
A planning condition states that the school land shall be offered for transfer to the LA before
occupation of the 39th house, while this provision of the S106 agreement in relation to the school land
obligations states that the offer will remain open for acceptance for a period of 7 years from
Commencement of Development which was during 2017.
A provision in the Section 106 agreement in relation to the transfer of the school land, which is
currently being progressed, requires the developer to transfer a fully serviced school site. Upon
completing the new school and prior to it opening in September 2022, NYCC will lease school land
to the selected academy trust for period of 125 years.
COST OF DELIVERING THE SCHOOL
The actual cost will be determined by the required procurement exercise which will commence in
Autumn 2020. However, it is estimated that the cost of the new school might be in the range of
£5m to £6m.
CAPITAL FUNDING
The local authority has the statutory duty to ensure that sufficient school places are available. It
receives capital funding to address this ‘basic need’. In addition, the County Council has a policy of
trying to secure developer contributions for educational provision arising from housing. There is an
agreed contribution of £950,000 towards education arising from North Northallerton. Basic Need
Grant will fund the remainder.
REVENUE FUNDING
Under the free school presumption route it is expected that the local authority will fund building costs.
Local authorities are also required to meet the revenue costs of the new provision. This relates to
the per-pupil revenue funding and opening development costs. As part of the available start-up costs
the DfE currently provides £25,000 for legal expenses to the successful sponsor. Further details of
the pre-opening revenue funding is provided below, followed by details of post-opening revenue.

1. Pre-Opening Funding
NYCC agrees to make available from growth funding within its Dedicated Schools Grant a lump
sum of £60,000 to address pre-opening costs. This funding is intended to cover staffing,
administration and other costs incurred during the pre-opening phase. The pre-opening phase is
expected to be the term prior to opening. The timing and means of payment will be as agreed
between NYCC and the successful sponsor.
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2. Post-Opening Diseconomies Funding
a. Resources
NYCC will annually pay £125 for each new mainstream place created in the primary phase
(years R to 6), up to the maximum of the published admission number for each year group, as
the school builds up to capacity. The new places will be calculated annually based on the
increases in roll from year to year.
b. Empty Cohort Diseconomies
NYCC will annually pay £6,750 per empty cohort until the full number of year groups are
operating in the school.
3. Delegated Budget
Estimated pupil numbers will be used to calculate the school’s delegated budget as the school
builds up to full capacity. Funding will be adjusted to reflect actual pupil numbers in the following
financial year. Once the full number of year groups are operating within the school, the funding
will be based on pupil numbers on roll as at the previous October census.

Section G - Impact and Equalities Assessments
As prescribed by section 9 of the Academies Act 2010 and section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, the
local authority must assess the potential impact of any new school on existing educational provision
in the area. The local authority must also consider whether the new school would impact on any
groups with protected characteristics.
CONCLUSIONS OF THE EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT
The Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) concludes that the proposals will not adversely effect people
living in a rural area. In assessing the impacts of the proposals on people with protected
characteristics the EIA found that they had a positive effect on age and no adverse impact on sex.
While the EIA found no adverse impact on religion or belief, it notes that the Regional Schools
Commissioner may decide that this school should be sponsored by a church-based multi academy
trust. The Equality Act contains limited exceptions to the prohibition of discrimination on grounds of
religion or belief and schools designated by the Secretary of State as having a religious character
can decide whether or not to admit a child on the basis of religion or belief.
Population data and projections show that significant additional capacity is required within the north
Northallerton area over the next 5 years which has resulted in a decision to propose new school
provision. In adhering to our legal duty of ensuring parents are offered choice and diversity the
proposal would have a positive impact on promoting choice and diversity for local families who are
applying for a school place.
We are looking for a sponsor who will provide excellent support facilities to meet the needs of all
children. They will provide support for children with Special Educational Needs and Looked After
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Children, those with pupil premium funding and any other disadvantaged group. We also want a
sponsor that has a drive for excellent outcomes in attendance, attainment and achievement for all
children and a clear commitment to closing the gaps between pupil groups, both within the school
and against their national counterparts.
The completed Equality Impact Assessment is attached as an appendix to this school specification.
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Appendix 1

Equality impact assessment (EIA) form: evidencing paying due
regard to protected characteristics
(Form updated April 2019)

Proposal to open a new primary school at: North Northallerton
Development Area, Northallerton, North Yorkshire
If you would like this information in another language or format such as
Braille, large print or audio, please contact the Communications Unit on
01609 53 2013 or email communications@northyorks.gov.uk.

Equality Impact Assessments (EIAs) are public documents. EIAs accompanying reports
going to County Councillors for decisions are published with the committee papers on our
website and are available in hard copy at the relevant meeting. To help people to find
completed EIAs we also publish them in the Equality and Diversity section of our website.
This will help people to see for themselves how we have paid due regard in order to meet
statutory requirements.
Name of Directorate and Service Area

CYPS Strategic Planning Team

Lead Officer and contact details

Andrew Dixon, Strategic Planning Manager,
Andrew.Dixon@northyorks.gov.uk

Names and roles of other people involved in
carrying out the EIA

Mark Ashton, Strategic Planning Officer,
Mark.Ashton@northyorks.gov.uk

How will you pay due regard? e.g. working
group, individual officer

LA Officers, CYPS Executive Members,
Regional School Commissioner and selected
Academy Sponsor

When did the due regard process start?

Public Consultation started on 25 Sept 2020
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Section 1. Please describe briefly what this EIA is about. (e.g. are you starting a new service,
changing how you do something, stopping doing something?)
A proposal to establish a new mainstream primary school to primarily serve pupils living in the
North Northallerton Development Area. The proposed new school will also support general school
place sufficiency in Northallerton.
It is intended that the new school will be a free school (a state-funded school, operating as an
academy, independent of the local authority) in accordance with Department for Education
guidance.
A period of consultation with the community has been carried out, including written consultation
and statutory planning consultation to be followed (subject to approval) by an invitation to Multi
Academy Trusts (MAT) to bid to run the school followed by a statutory representation period.

Section 2. Why is this being proposed? What are the aims? What does the authority hope
to achieve by it? (e.g. to save money, meet increased demand, do things in a better way.)
The County Council is under a statutory duty to ensure there are sufficient school places in the
area, promote high educational standards, ensure fair access to educational opportunity and
promote fulfilment of every child’s educational potential. There are three key concerns: 1) The North
Northallerton Development Area will generate additional primary aged children; 2) All six existing
primary schools are to the south of Northallerton; and 3) These schools are collectively close to
their operational capacity and there is limited opportunity for expansion. These issues are set out
in detail in the report to CYPS Executive Members on 15 September 2020 and the subsequent
consultation document.

Section 3. What will change? What will be different for customers and/or staff?
It is proposed that a new primary school will be established to serve North Northallerton with effect
from September 2022. The age range of the school will be 4-11, providing places for 210 pupils
(one form of entry) with the ability to expand to 420 places (two forms of entry) should that be
required in the future. The school will provide places for boys and girls (mixed).
If the proposal is approved, the Academy Trust chosen to operate the school would determine the
oversubscription criteria for admissions purposes. NYCC intend to propose that it would not have
a defined catchment area. Instead, we would propose that priority for admission to the school would
be determined by proximity to it. This will be the subject of further consultation with local schools
during the chosen MAT’s representation period.

Section 4. Involvement and consultation (What involvement and consultation has been done
regarding the proposal and what are the results? What consultation will be needed and how will it
be done?)
A planning application was submitted under reference number NY/2019/0220/FUL. A statutory
consultation period was required and some changes to the design and layout were made in
response to comments, before planning permission was granted on 1st September 2020.
In addition to this statutory consultation, a public consultation was held on specific aspects of the
proposal including type of school, age range, opening profile etc. The 4 week period for this nonstatutory public consultation ran from Friday 25 September 2020 to Friday 23 October 2020.
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Consultation documents were distributed to a wide range of stakeholders,. The consultation
document and responses are included in the report to the Executive Member for Schools on 10
November 2020.
A further consultation will be conducted. The formal statutory consultation, which sponsors are
required to undertake under section 10 of the Academies Act 2010, takes place during the preopening phase of the school i.e. after the sponsor has been selected.
Section 5. What impact will this proposal have on council budgets? Will it be cost neutral,
have increased cost or reduce costs?
A Section 106 agreement with the developers means that they must provide NYCC with a fully
serviced school site on which to build the school. Under the free school presumption route it is
expected that the local authority will fund building costs. Local authorities are also required to
meet the revenue costs of the new provision. This relates to the per-pupil revenue funding and
opening development costs.
The actual cost will be determined by the required procurement exercise which will commence in
Autumn 2020. However, it is estimated that the cost of a new school might be in the range of £5m
to £6m depending on design, site issues, planning constraints, timing etc.
The local authority has the statutory duty to ensure that sufficient school places are available. It
receives capital funding to address this ‘basic need’, although it is acknowledged by central
government that this funding does not meet the full costs of providing additional pupil places. In
addition, the County Council has a policy of trying to secure developer contributions for educational
provision arising from housing. There is an agreed contribution of £950,000 towards education
arising from the North Northallerton development. Basic Need Grant will fund the remainder.
There may be some additional pupil transport costs.
Please explain briefly why this will be the result.
If the school opens, there could be a potential additional cost to the Local Authority in providing
transport to this new school. Free home to school transport would be provided for entitled pupils in
accordance with the County Council’s Home to School transport policy. An assessment will be
made based on travel distance from pupils’ home address to establish if any pupils are eligible for
free home to school transport.
Section 6. How No
will
this impact
proposal affect
people
with
protected
characteristics?
Age

Make
things
better

Make
things
worse

Why will it have this effect? Provide
evidence from engagement, consultation
and/or service user data or demographic
information etc.

Provision of primary school places where
needed. Providing improved local choice for
school places for families.

X

The new school will cater for children of
statutory school age between 4 to 11 and
establishing a new school will increase
opportunity for pupils to access a same age
peer group.
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Disability

Pupils – the school is mainstream, offering
universal provision. It will offer appropriate
educational provision for all learners for whom
a mainstream placement is considered
appropriate.
It will promote inclusive
opportunities for the most vulnerable children
and have a strong focus on early intervention,
as well as high quality teaching and learning.

X

Expertise will be utilised from the County
Council to provide appropriate SEN support.
Staff – As an organisation NYCC will continue
to meet the requirements of the Equality Act
2010 which obligates us to make reasonable
adjustments
to
accommodate
disabled
individuals as employees or service users.
The design of the new school is in accordance
with equalities legislation so that the building is
entirely accessible for pupils, staff, parents,
visitors and other members of the community.
In addition to the building specification, the
School Admissions Code makes it unlawful to
discriminate against or disadvantage disabled
children or those with special educational
needs.
Sex

No impact is anticipated.

X

The new school is coeducational and available
to pupils of all genders.
Race

X

No impact is anticipated.

Gender
reassignment

X

No impact is anticipated.

Sexual
orientation

X

No impact is anticipated.

Religion or belief

X

The proposal is that the school will be inclusive,
regardless of religion or belief. The nearest
Roman Catholic primary school is 1.7 miles
away and covers a wide area including
Northallerton town and beyond. The nearest
Church of England school is 4.7 miles away.
The Regional Schools Commissioner may
decide that this school should be sponsored by
a church-based multi academy trust. The
Equality Act contains limited exceptions to the
prohibition of discrimination on grounds of
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Pregnancy or
maternity

X

religion or belief. Schools designated by the
Secretary of State as having a religious
character are exempt from some aspects of the
prohibition of discrimination and this means
they can make a decision about whether or not
to admit a child as a pupil on the basis of
religion or belief.
No impact is anticipated.

Marriage or civil
partnership

X

No impact is anticipated.

Section 7. How No
will
this impact
proposal affect
people who…
..live in a rural X
area?

Make
things
better

Make
things
worse

Why will it have this effect? Provide
evidence from engagement, consultation
and/or service user data or demographic
information etc.
This proposal would not have an adverse
impact on rural areas, since pupils living in
villages surrounding Northallerton with existing
local school would be able to continue attending
those local schools. For example, South
Otterington, Ainderby Steeple, Kirby Fleetham
and Osmotherley have primary schools in their
villages, although some children attend schools
outside their normal catchment areas, including
schools in Northallerton. The new school would
provide an additional choice of school.
However, it is unlikely rural pupils would be
entitled to free home to school transport to the
new school. Free home to school transport
would be provided for entitled pupils in
accordance with the County Council’s Home to
School Transport policy which sets out that free
school transport will be provided to the
catchment school or nearest school to a child’s
home address if it is over the statutory walking
distances set out by law.

…have a low
income?

X

No impact anticipated

…are carers
(unpaid family or
friend)?

X

No impact anticipated
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Section 8. Geographic impact – Please detail where the impact will be (please tick all that
apply)
North Yorkshire wide
Craven district
Hambleton district

X

Harrogate district
Richmondshire
district
Ryedale district
Scarborough district
Selby district
If you have ticked one or more districts, will specific town(s)/village(s) be particularly impacted?
If so, please specify below.
Northallerton Town, primarily the northern side of the Town.

Section 9. Will the proposal affect anyone more because of a combination of protected
characteristics? (e.g. older women or young gay men) State what you think the effect may be
and why, providing evidence from engagement, consultation and/or service user data or
demographic information etc.
The proposals were identified as being generally positive for all and as having no differential impact
on protected groups. The school will be inclusive of all members of the community and will not
discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation, against any gender reassignment or any religion or
belief. All pupils at the school will be valued equally and treated with respect under these proposals
and staff and governors would need to manage sensitively.
The County Council’s Officers now feel that this proposal to establish a new school is in the best
interests of children and families served by the school. Pupil numbers are project to increase,
existing schools in the south of Northallerton are operating near their capacity with limited potential
for expansion, and a new school to the north of Northallerton means that children will be able to
attend their local school with the opportunity to travel by foot.
The Local Authority’s Admission Team will continue to work with all families to try to meet their
individual preferences for primary schools.
Home to school transport will be assessed in line with the County Council’s policy.
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Section 10. Next steps to address the anticipated impact. Select one of the
following options and explain why this has been chosen. (Remember: we have an
anticipatory duty to make reasonable adjustments so that disabled people can access
services and work for us)
1.

No adverse impact - no major change needed to the proposal. There is no
potential for discrimination or adverse impact identified.

2.

Adverse impact - adjust the proposal - The EIA identifies potential problems or
missed opportunities. We will change our proposal to reduce or remove these
adverse impacts, or we will achieve our aim in another way which will not make
things worse for people.

3.

Adverse impact - continue the proposal - The EIA identifies potential problems or
missed opportunities. We cannot change our proposal to reduce or remove these
adverse impacts, nor can we achieve our aim in another way which will not make
things worse for people. (There must be compelling reasons for continuing with
proposals which will have the most adverse impacts. Get advice from Legal
Services)

4.

Actual or potential unlawful discrimination - stop and remove the proposal –
The EIA identifies actual or potential unlawful discrimination. It must be stopped.

Tick
option
chosen

X

Explanation of why option has been chosen. (Include any advice given by Legal Services.)
The existing primary schools are collectively close to their operational capacity. Pressure on places
is being seen especially in the younger age groups. The projections taking account of historic and
current pupil numbers, underlying demographics and the expected pupil yield from new housing
show that a shortfall in places can be expected from September 2022 onwards. This shortfall of
places would continue to rise, largely due to the impacts of new housing, from 2023 onwards
without the introduction of additional provision.
The new school option has been chosen to ensure the LA continues to meet its statutory duty for
school place sufficiency. The alternative of sufficiently expanding existing schools does not exist,
and even if it did, the places created would not be as well located as a new school would be.
This proposal would have a positive impact for those living within the North Northallerton
Development Area that attend the school as they would have be able attend a local school, as set
out in Section 9.
It is felt that the proposal is in the best interests of educational provision in the area. Careful
consideration has been had to transport implications and the impact on local people and the wider
community of opening the school. It is concluded that the case for the new school is strong and in
the best interests of educational provision in the area.

Section 11. If the proposal is to be implemented how will you find out how it is really
affecting people? (How will you monitor and review the changes?)
Monitoring of standards will be carried out through the County Council’s Education and Skills Team
and through Ofsted inspections. Monitoring of sufficiency of school places in the Northallerton area
will be undertaken by the CYPS Strategic Planning Team.
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Section 12. Action plan. List any actions you need to take which have been identified in this
EIA, including post implementation review to find out how the outcomes have been achieved in
practice and what impacts there have actually been on people with protected characteristics.
Action
Lead
By when
Progress
Monitoring
arrangements
Not applicable

Section 13. Summary Summarise the findings of your EIA, including impacts, recommendation
in relation to addressing impacts, including any legal advice, and next steps. This summary
should be used as part of the report to the decision maker.
The purpose of the consultation and proposed decision to establish a new school for Northallerton
is to secure sufficient school places and ensure that the children are provided with the best local
education provision in a sustainable, stable and effective manner. In order to achieve these aims,
and the positive impacts identified, the proposal to establish the new school in Northallerton is
considered appropriate.

Section 14. Sign off section
This full EIA was completed by:
Name:

Mark Ashton

Job title:

Strategic Planning Officer

Directorate: CYPS
Signature:
Completion date: October 2020.
Authorised by relevant Assistant Director (signature): Amanda Newbold
Date: 30 October 2020
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