A684 Bedale, Aiskew and
Leeming Bar Bypass
Update Autumn 2012
This leaflet
gives you an
update on
progress on
the plans for
the Bedale,
Aiskew and
Leeming Bar
bypass. It
lets you know about the statutory processes
that are currently underway and how you can
comment on the Compulsory Purchase Order
and the Side Roads Order that have been
published.
In 2009, over 4,000 leaflets were distributed as
part of the public consultation leading to the
planning application. Over 93% of responses
supported the principle of the bypass.
The scheme was put on hold in 2010 because of
Government funding constraints. However, the
Government has now offered, subject to some
final approvals, to provide a significant proportion
of the funding for the bypass, so North Yorkshire
County Council has now restarted the scheme.
The County Council has recently received
planning permission and published the statutory
orders. These are a Compulsory Purchase Order
(CPO) for the land needed to build the bypass
and a Side Roads Order (SRO) which allows us
to make changes to existing roads to link to the
bypass. These are statutory processes which
give people the right to make comments about
the bypass.

Why is a bypass needed?
Users of the existing A684, which goes
through Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming Bar,
often face problems with traffic congestion,
road safety and access to outlying areas.
The proposed bypass would:
• Reduce traffic congestion in the
communities bypassed by the new road
• Reduce environmental and road safety
problems on the approaches to and
through Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming
Bar
• Help the local economy by improving
access to Leeming Bar Industrial Estate
and communities to the east and
west of the A1
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Proposed route:
1. The new road will start at a new

roundabout on the A684 Northallerton
Road to the west of Spring House. A
storage pond will be provided next to the
roundabout. From the roundabout the
bypass will head in a westerly direction,
crossing over the Wensleydale Railway on
a new bridge.

2. The bypass will begin to curve to

the left to head westwards across open
farmland. A second storage pond will be
created for rainwater run-off from the road.

3. The bypass will cut across Low Street
where there will be no access for vehicles.
However, it is planned that pedestrians, horses
and cyclists will still be able to cross the bypass
at this point. Continuing westwards the bypass
will be on shallow embankment, passing along the
south side of the field below Argyll House and just
north of Ashville.
4. The route will then meet Leases Road where there will

be a roundabout to provide access to Leases Road and Low
Street. An off-road path or track for pedestrians, cyclists and
horse riders will be provided to the south of the road to connect
Low Street to the existing track under the A1(M) constructed as part
of the motorway junction. A signal controlled crossing will be provided
between the A1(M) and Leases Road to help pedestrians, cyclists and
horse riders to cross the road and a track will be provided to the north of the
road to connect the crossing to Leases Road.

5. From Leases Road the route will pass between Leeming Bar Industrial Estate and

Fairfield Farm to connect with the new roundabout recently constructed for the A1(M)
Leeming junction which connects to the A1(M) southbound slip roads.

6. The bypass will run underneath the A1(M) motorway to a second roundabout on the west side,

which connects with the A1(M) northbound and the A1(M) local access road. The western half of the
bypass starts at this roundabout and heads initially westwards and then south-westwards.

7. The route continues in a straight line through open farmland passing through the southern edge

Where will the new road go?
The whole of the bypass will lie to the north of Bedale, Aiskew
and Leeming Bar. It consists of two new 7.3m wide sections of
road, split by the A1(M), with approximately 2.5km (1.6 miles)
on the west side and 1.9km (1.2 miles) to the east. Street
lighting will be provided at the roundabout junctions and their
approaches. Storage ponds will control rainwater run-off from
the road into existing water courses.
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of Sand Hill Plantation, away from Sand Hill Farm. This enables opportunities for overtaking on the
bypass, which helps to make it an attractive alternative route for through traffic. There will be a low
point on this section of the bypass and a third storage pond will be created to control rainwater runoff from the road into Bedale Beck.

8. The road will continue south-westwards. The road cannot be completely out of sight because it
needs to stay above the floodplain of Bedale Beck and Scurf Beck and also cross over an existing
pipeline.

9. The road will pass through Rectory Wood crossing Bedale Beck and the Wensleydale Railway on
a new bridge before rejoining the A684 at a new roundabout near Bedale Golf Club.
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What is a Compulsory Purchase Order?
The Compulsory Purchase Order is the means by which the County Council can buy the land needed
to build the bypass. Whilst we always try to negotiate with the land owner to buy the land, we need to
make a CPO in case we are not able to agree the land purchase.

What is a Side Roads Order?
The Side Roads Order is the means by which the County Council gets approval to make changes to
the existing roads (and other public rights of way) to allow us to build the bypass.

How can I find out more about the proposals?
Further information can be found on the North Yorkshire County Council website at
www.northyorks.gov.uk/balb or by email to balb@northyorks.gov.uk
or by writing to:
A684 BALB, North Yorkshire County Council, Business and Environmental Services, County Hall,
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 8AH.
Copies of the Orders and plans can also be inspected at Bedale Library and County Hall.

How can I register my support or objections?
You can provide comments in support of or objection to the Compulsory Purchase Order and
Side Road Order by writing to: National Transport Casework Team, 2nd Floor, Lancaster House,
Hampshire Court, Newcastle Business Park, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE4 7YH.

Next Steps
The CPO and SRO have now been published for consultation. The closing date for comments is
Tuesday 11 December 2012. If there are unresolved objections the Secretary of State can order a
Public Inquiry into the orders. Following the Public Inquiry, the Secretary of State will decide whether to
confirm the orders.
If there are no unresolved objections to the CPO and SRO, the County Council can ask the Secretary
of State to confirm the orders. Subject to confirmation, the County Council will be able to go ahead
with the scheme.
If a public inquiry is required, it is likely that this will take place in spring 2013. We hope to start
construction of the bypass in the autumn of 2014 and to open the new road in autumn 2016.

Contact us
North Yorkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 8AD
Our Customer Service Centre is open Monday to Friday 8.00am - 5.30pm (closed weekends and
bank holidays). Tel: 0845 8727374 email: customer.services@northyorks.gov.uk 
Or visit our website at: www.northyorks.gov.uk
If you would like this information in another language or format such as
Braille, large print or audio, please ask us.
Tel: 01609 532917 Email: communications@northyorks.gov.uk
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