The Bedale Enclosure

Bedale, Aiskew and
Leeming Bar Bypass
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Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd and Prospect Archaeology
have been commissioned by Wills Bros Ltd on behalf of
North Yorkshire County Council to undertake a series of
archaeological excavations ahead of the construction of the
Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming Bar Bypass. The archaeological
works were designed by Jacobs on behalf of NYCC.

The Bedale enclosure is a large ditched sub-square
enclosure, identified as a cropmark on aerial photographs,
which measures c. 50m north–south internally. Excavation
has revealed a long sequence of occupation with the earliest
phase, a narrow and deep ditch which may have contained
a timber palisade, only surviving within the location of a
later entrance. The subsequent phase saw the construction
of a massive ditch, up to 6.80m wide and in the region of
2m deep, which silted up and was then recut as a narrower
and shallower U-shaped ditch with a narrow entrance on
the east side of the enclosure. Two crouched burials were
placed within the base of this latest phase of ditch, and
following a period of natural silting, the ditch was then
infilled with material which contained a large quantity of
occupation debris.
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Crouched burial in enclosure ditch

The huge animal bone assemblage includes cattle, sheep,
pig and horse with bones from very young calves indicating
animal husbandry; quernstones and barley and wheat grains
attest to arable agriculture. Wild species such as red and roe
deer and a few fish bones have also been found. As well as
evidence for butchery, the bone assemblage includes worked
objects, such as a decorated antler weaving comb, and waste
from bone and antler craft working.
There was also plentiful evidence for copper-alloy and iron
working, with both metal-working waste and metal objects
recovered. The upper ditch fills produced handmade Iron
Age tradition pottery alongside occasional fragments of
Romano-British pottery, as well as Roman period artefacts
such as a copper-alloy ring and brooches.
A double-ditched trackway associated with the latest phase
of use of the enclosure which ran around its north and west
sides may have been used as a droveway to herd animals to
Bedale Beck to the south-west.

The road corridor passes through two significant
archaeological sites; the Aiskew Roman villa and a
substantial Iron Age ditched enclosure which continued
in use into the early Roman period. Excavation began in
November 2014 and was completed in April 2015.

The surviving remains of a heated room of the villa.
Stacked columns of tile (pilae stacks) would have supported a
suspended floor. Cobble wall foundations survive (right of picture),
elsewhere the walls have been removed in antiquity.
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The Aiskew Roman Villa
Geophysical survey has identified a large winged corridor
villa with associated buildings surrounded by fields and
enclosures. The western extent of the villa has been exposed
revealing a range of rooms located on the east side of a
4m-wide north–south aligned corridor, within which
small areas of tessellated surface survived, with an intact
concrete floor surface in the room at the north-east end of
the corridor. Most of the
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At the end of its life the building collapsed or was
deliberately demolished and the resulting rubble left where
it fell. From this we can gain information about the villa’s
construction. Stone and ceramic roof tiles, brick floor tiles,
concrete floor fragments including some polished examples,
window glass, and iron nails of varying sizes to secure roof
tiles and for the timber elements of the structure were found.

Painted wall plaster

Complete excavation has been undertaken of a small square
room with internal dimensions of around 4m, which was
an addition to the north-west side of the building. Pilae
stacks within the room would have supported a suspended
floor and formed part of the hypocaust system of this
heated room. Demolition debris contained hollow wall tiles,
through which the hot air would have been vented, and
painted wall plaster in many different colours.

The backfills of a large clay quarry pit and a boundary ditch
adjacent to the villa have produced a wealth of artefactual
remains which provide information about the lives of the
inhabitants. Quantities of animal bone have been found
along with oyster and mussel shell. Personal items hint at
the wealth of this villa and include jet beads and bangles,
bone hair pins, and copper-alloy brooches and bangles.
This would have been a mixed agricultural farm and this
is reflected in the recovered tools such as quernstones for
grinding flour and an iron cleaver for butchery. The pottery
includes Romano-British cooking vessels and mortaria
for preparing food along with Romano-British finewares
and imported samian. Fragments of amphorae would have
contained oil, wine and other produce imported from across
the Empire. Initial examination of the pottery suggests that
the villa was in use during the 3rd century AD and into the
late 4th century.
The vast majority of the Aiskew villa complex which
lies outside of the road corridor is now protected as a
Scheduled Monument.
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Coin minted in Arles AD327
Box-flue tile with scoring to help adherence of plaster

