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Appendix 1 : Change in the fandscape

APPENDIK 1 : GHANGE IN THE LANDSCAPE

The landscape character of the areais a confirmation

of the intrinsic' qualities of the physical landscape
and mar's .use of the|land. This has evolved over
many centuries 10 create the subtie mosaic of
landscape types that we see today,

A healthy sustainable [andscape, like a vibrant
community, is dynamic.  Some change Is not only
inevitable, it is desirable, but the emphasis must be
on the appropriateness of the change and the balance
i he environment and

those of development.

The twentieth century has been extracrdinary in
terms of the magnitude and pace of change and the
tandscape continues to face pressures for change

from a wide range of activities

Technology has brought many benefits and
windeniable improvements fo the qiiality of people’s
fives. With these mpmvements however, has come

other activities that tend to ighore, rather than refl
the landscape character of a place and the sensitive
balance of the ecogystem.

Associated with development is the change brought

about by the destruction of existing features; wildlife
and ecological areas and dereliction, which all have

important implications for the landscape qualities of

the countryside.

New Housing
Extensions fo Sett!ements
Large Buildings

Tourism and Recreation
Agricuiture and Forestry
Quarrying and Extraction
Roads

Communications. and Infrastructire

= cipeialialgs = @

The. discussions set out in this appendix reléte o
the general presgiires for change fhatcumantly appiy

study area are discussed in the mai
repott.

As the most-extensive new urban land use, housing
has a major impact on-our standard of envirnment.

accommodated by construction of new seftlements.
Growth accommodated in villages may be fo the
benefit of small village communities on the margins
of economic viability but the landscape impact, felt
at a local Ievel, will usually be controversial.

Although present planning policies. stricly limit the
scope for new housing in open countryside, thefe
will always be some demand for re-use of oid farm

influence and can cause problems
ion in: unspoilt-rural areas . The
ts of these changes can be as
lopment to.the character of rural
sétilements..

Proposals for
responsive fo

capacity of the: landscape to absorb deveiopmen’c
fieeds to be given proper attention, alongside other.
considerations. such as the need and demand
housing,.the availability'ef-land,. energy and the
provision of infrastructune
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ix 1: Change in the landscape

The guiding principle of new housing-development  Site development guidetines drawing up key:
isthatitshould help to enhance ifs immediate sefting *  principles.for the design of the new urban:form-and.
and wider sisroundings, Houging developiess”  its it into the landscape should be prepared in the
should give careful attention to how & development - form of a brief for developers to follow. Such
will fit into the tandscape and the principles of good  guidelines need notimpede creativity and innovation .
design should be applied consistently by in planning  but should set comprehénsive urban design-an
decisions. landscape criteria fo achieve-appropriate standards
of design and layout.

Principles that need to be applied in addition to those
identified for new housing above include:

O = Consider the shape, layout and form af the C =
development and ils impact on'ifs xmmedrafe ropri s within sefflements or
sefting and the wider landscape. On s o7
ground, fif the buildings fo the contours
site.

tr  Use landform fo.provide shelter, screening or
background for new houses. Avoid localing new
huildings on the shyline Q

@' Refer o differences in the archdectural shyle of

traditiondl bulldings tha

of an area These sho
reflected in & moden

ns" and fo avoid
, there should be a
ainst development

instead, attention should be given fo the quallty of
the cfesgn scale in the landscape and boundary

garden areg associale
integral part of the

ngs are required “the following
applied, in addition to those
hieusing above:

{ings o minimise physical
ual impact

he scale, forrm and orientation
buildings, faking reference. from
0 layout of existing buildings in
nhersnt visual and physical

Environmental quality objectives for the structureand
fayoutof new resndentiat areas arol nd exlstlng towns U

of development in existiﬁﬁ‘ﬁéttleﬂ
on‘i}y:‘*be to a scale and density that . ‘@ Carefully consrder ihe design and use of

L afs_ for the boundary treatment, access

couninyszde
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Tourism is the third largest industry in‘Britain and is
important at national level, in terms of forgign

pressure on popular sites.

prefation and
.. Small-scale
of additional
g - buildings,
additional car .parking and: access, can be
acceptable If handled sensitively. Large-scale
development, invol viag new buitdings or signifi cant
h

Sensitive sites require carefil

the Iandscépe in atidltzon by attractmg more
an-area, such development can lead to

areful balance
2 to-which-an
45 promoted in order that its:Special qualities
are safequarded and retained for the future.

additional facilities.

Landscape issues should be considered as part of
the strategic-approach in the provisien of tourist
facilities: .

0 Where built development is considered, the :

location and design of facilitios should address

the lssues relevant fo new houses and village

expansion. Poor siting-and design can lead fo

intrusion. particulatly for areas such as caravan

sites where itis difficuft to'contfrol cofolirs of vans.
a  Tourism should be promoled in-a sensitive

manner that maximises the polential and
fihe area  Signage of atfractions can
lead fo- clutter and confusion landscape.
Design paths and-signing s fo Blend
with their surroundings.

Agricultural- practices have reflec
markets and:the effects of Comman

Policy subsidies New and differer& L‘rops

proseribing any grop.on landscape gruunds The
cess-of agricultural intensification that has
racterised post-war English agriculture is evident

widespread. conversion of pastare'to arable
farmland, drainage of riverside land and the
abandoriment of traditional farm buildings have all
had a noticeable affect on the Gountryside. In

i) SO - 0 M
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“addition to these perceptible Jandscape changes,
subtler effects relating to the cumulative-impacts of

ultural policy has seen recent shifts
t reduce, yields. .This may. reduce
of arable production whilst requiring

on sheep and beefnumbers may also reduce
growihiin these sectors. However, two other sectors
may serve to increasé development pressures in
the farmed landscape. Firstly, new regulations
relaung__pg_ animal welfare and offluent disposal may
reguire new farm buildings eg. the banning of
|ntenswa pig famrming methods is ikely fo'lead to an
i in the growth.of outdaor pig production.
ris to contain agricultural development
may. leatf farmers to seek-alternative- sources of

income: through dwers:ﬁcatmn "

Improvements in agricultural practices are
necessary to sustain the economic well being of
omntunity but should be- sensitively controlied
sure that'the traditional fabric of the landscape

intlude;

O - Where possible encourage and

ftional farming practices to-reinforce fthe
fabric of the farmed fandscape.

Ul Exploft the poteniial ecolegical and landscape

s.0f Counlryside Stewardship Schemes
or habitat creation grants

0 Make every effort lo restore and conséive

Yol farming features, particularly stone

ows. hedgerow trees and farm

buildings
1 Avoid damage to rough. grazing, -unimproved
pasture, revaried improved weliands and waler
marging,
3 Promote the planting of sensitively site
waotllands and infroduce ma
regimes fo conserve and enhance
conservation value of existing wood)
0. Consider the reintroduction of focally’ natrve
broad-leaved troes lo restore fandscape and
ecological diversity info-comemersial coniferous
forestry plantations. --
@ Explore i
farmland
marshiland, through the MAFE Habilat Scheme.

ature_a
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ions of restaration and aftercare, the
oration:éan be variable and much
forcement In monitoring resttarah‘on

opportunities to i lmprove ha restoration or wsuai

mitigation.

Larries is subject fo
Key landscape issues

Selfection of sites for n
envifohmental assessmel
dre:

o  The landscape. chdracter and nature
conservation valie.of the proposed site.

4 The visual prominence -of the site and n

L+ partioular its likely effect on the skyline and key
viewpoints such as communication routes,
landmarks and archaeological sifes.

O The scale of the aclivty with reference

4 The screeninig of the buildings and acces:
from:the surrounding !andscapa thro

planting.. -
U The preparati
measures from
The patem‘tat

oration of abandoned

The effects of road buiding, highway upgrading and

the introduction: of stringent highway standards can

have a significant effect on the character of the
landscape. Whilst recent government policy has
reduced the immadiate pressure for major new road
building, a roacl rovements polficy remains, This
nsequences, particularly in open,

Principles to apply.when making improvements o

the road nebmrk include:

fo reduce the physical and visual impact of any
new road by following the grain of the landscape
as dose y as possibie.

uld be avoided wherever

Appendix 1 Change In the landscape

h barriers, lighting and bus
with their surroundmgs

Contact appropriate
organisations and nalturalist trus
the viulnerability-of particilany senstive areas
and designated sites and to defermine the
occurrence of rare. endangered of.
species within. the area of inferest ds a whale,

Where areas of nafural habitat would be lost,
1ecreats sites similarfo those lost,

The potential for appropriate mitigation
measures to make a positive conlribution to the
conservation and enhancement of Semi natural
hahitat should be explored.
Incorporate active habitat creation to bring abourt
visual and, Ultimately. ecological benefits, for
example through the creation of woodland,
hedgerow and wetland habitats.,

maximise wildlife value, consider: planting

vistial inferest, road verges should bs actively

managed to promote the development of a more

diverse ground flora.

Carefully locate extraction and sforage sites for

_ 3alt grit or other malerials Io reduce physical
and visuat influence.
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The following |andscape principles should be
applied:

and visual
any fulure

0 Consider the undergrounding of
voltagetransmissionand felecommunications
lines fo avoid disturhing sensitve habitals

a Pay particular attention to the siting and

rediindant
instate the
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The. purpose of this landscape character
assessment is to assess the special Gharacter,
distinctiveness and qualifies:of the Jandscape of
Northern Ryedale, in-orderto provide a framework
for planning and policy development. A particidar
;renuirement of the study was that it should be set in
‘the confext: -

@ The ‘Character of England:landscape, wildlife
and natural features’ was completed in 1097
as 4 joint venture between the Countryside

. Gommission and English Nature. |t provides 3

shensive a consistent description of the

vari aracter of the English countryside as
viewed from-a regional perspective. The map
divides the country into a series of regional
landscape character areas based bn varigtions
in its historic: and cultural heritage, natural
features and landscape character : Fach is
geographically distinct and the purpose of the

settlng nature conservation objectives across
England, linking local and national nature
conservation priorities. Natural Areds are broad
areas of the English countryside' with simitar
types of wildlife and natural features. In many
cases, they also share:similar landscap

Their botindaries do not foll
boyndaries but are, instead.
wildlife and natural features
human history.

fined by their
land use and

The term landscape refers primarily to the séenic
:or visual appearance of the landscape, inclizding
its shape, textures and colour. [t also reflects the
ways in which these various components combine
to create specific pattens and pictires that are
distinctive to. particular focalities. However the
-landscape-is not-purely-a visual sheromenon: it
relies heavily on other iflliences for ité ‘character.
These include dimensions such as geclogy;
topography, smls ecology, archagology. archifecture
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and cultural associaticns, which ean influence:
the way in which the landscape is experienced and
valued  To gather alf these interrelated strands of
information; it is essential that the process of
landscape assessment is svstematic and structured.

pmwded a framework for this stiidy: Ess
approach combines fieldwork with information
gathered from consultations and desk studies and
follows a logical progression of four stages as set
out in the accompariying method flow chart

Landscape assessment.can’ be carried out at a
variety of scales, fromthe national or “regional, down

techmques are likely to vafy. Al the outset of any
landstape gssessment, it is therefore essential to
define the task and clarify what type and ievel of

following:

o Detailed identification 'of the bﬁzmdanes

'landscape character lypes :
Ryedale together with the__ldentrﬁcatle-
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tmits a.greater level of
appregciation of the scale and variation in lands detail and enables greater
character and the nature of the transltlons between sub-division -of more homogenous physiographic
differant local landscape types, . landscapes.  Traditionally. it has been & focl used
the Vale of Pickering and. Fring most usefully inlowiand areas, where landform
‘ - .analysis may not provide sufficient variation in

La alysis in this case involved

An esséritial starling point to the study was the data :
collectior or landscape inventory exercise, which “defined by features such as roads, parish
involved the gathering and & relevant boundaries, and watercourses.

information froim a wide eological,
geomorphologic; archaeo lcal and hlstonc SOUTCES.
This ;nfurmatlon co

iil. Application of the ¢
by means of study

Landranger and 1:25,000 Pathfinder series
maps; Geological Survey of England and
Wales 1:625.000 and 1:50.00

Historic - archaeaioglcal bcuks and
reparts. ;

varied. In some situations, the provisional boundaries
Were reasonable apparent on the groundie.g. due to
a greater lavel of free cover of quite strong changes
in fleld pattem. In other situations landcover analysis
did identify changes in landscape character, but the
boundaries required substantial refinement in the

: o . field usually by repeatedly cros ing the provisional
[Running concurrently with data acquisition this was - j : .
‘amore systematlc oveﬁay analysis of map and aerial
essentially involved the | boundaries that were: not in fact apparent on the
ing of different ats of ' ground.

The fieid survey complemented and built upon the
d reﬁnmg the draft! ucal

smatic classification of the countryside and an
identification of its key. qualities.

regional character areas, an
landscape. types.

A formiil abservation of each-léndscape character
type was made-by compleling a character
assessment sheet and taking a series of photographs;
To facilitate this process; a field. map was drawn ug
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and ensure a consistent approach, two qualified
surveyors underfook the survey from a number of
pre-selected points across the stidy area. Structured
field record sheets provided the opportunity to Fecord
4 combination of factual::
creative description and a more subjectwe response.
The assessment sheets consisted of the following
sections:

was:1o complete this list as quickly a5 possible
to capture an immediate impression of the

: st of landséape
elements from which the dominant element or
efements'was selected.  Whers landform. was
dominant: anindication was made of the main
landform type e.g. piateaa, scarp or valley.

felt to:contribute most to the distinctive sense of
place in the Northern Ryedale lardscape The
procedure was simply to-record the presence of
these

key features. This included brief comments on
landscape condition, vulnerability and capacity
to accommodate change. In addition, for each
Iandscape character ;ype prelrmmary long-term
b initial .

A second and complementary part of the field survey
included the annotation of 125,000 OS. Pathfinder
maps. This.included the recording of particular
landscape features stich as; prominent slopes fiver

gharacter types 1t be rec

125

The infarmation derived from the field survey. land-
scape inventory and the map overlays was combined
to'identify the key characteristic features.of each lo-
ndsca;ze character type and bmld up a detailed

ity of the landscape to change and on any threats'ér

opportunities that might occur as a result of changes
inlocal management practices or future development
pressures,

The final stage in the process was to draw up a broad
management strategy bath.for the local landscape
types within Northern Ryedale and for the area asa
whola. This set the framework within which a series
of much more specific landscape management
guidelines could then be formulated.

i is :
options:

o Gonservatioh. of the existing landscépe where
the traditional character and sense of place is

0’ :Enhancement . through  reslorafion,
reconstripction or recreation ‘where. the
latidscape character or features has suffered
damage and loss-of local identity and positive

improvement is needed

Moocrs National Park Authority and S{:arharough

Borough Council and the Countryside Agency.

The report was amended to reflect the comments
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