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The Landscapes of Northern Ryedale
Part 3 Local Landscape Types
Yndulating Farmland
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Area A Undulating Farm

Helmsley Farmland
Harome Heads

Nawton Farmland

Marton and Edstone Hills
Riseborough Hili
Kirkbymoorside Farmland

Matton
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Gently rolling; somefimes slaping reliet.
Verled patchwork of farmland and small

vaileys or dales and serve [0 dissect the mdnlatmg
farmland - The main watercouma passing thmugh
the area are the river Riccal, Hodge Beck, i :

i h

The Kimmeridge elay. sandstone and imestones that
form part of the-mder Tabular Hills have been anoded

imited extent threugh the sludy area, has
overiain this relief, and has contributed to the crea-
fion of a parhcularly soft relief and relatively deep
30“3 .....
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Lan

The overall appearance of

scape is complex agncultura'l scenery of medlum.
sized, straight edged fields. that are enclosed by
. onal

be seen on-the ridges of indulating farmiand that
extend southwatrds from:Sinnington.: Regufar small

§ Break this pattem atintervais. Villages, ham-
tets:and farms form small clusters, with villages and
hamets often being located on lower lying'land at
the edge of the afga close to the Vale of Pickering.

ssogiated more aiesely with the Fringe of the
Moors {i.e. north of the A170), these lanes tend to be
broadly finear and orientated in a north south direc-
tion. To the south, the pattern of lanes s more ran-
dom and characteristic of the road pattern exhibited
through'the Vale, where straight sections of lang are
interspersed with sharp comers.

pasture, but was onge ploughland. Although origi-
nally open, these fields are now bounded by hedge-
rows and hedgerow trees including oak, ash and oc-
casional sycamore. Areas of ridge and furrow pro-
vide evidence of early clltivation: :

as green mounds within, otherwise, arable fields.
These are statutonly protected as SAM s and testify

and blocks that are predominantly de-

tained many of its ‘early features.

Section 3::The Fringe of the Moors -
~Part 3 : Local Landscape Types
Undulating Farmland

reasonably well-populated rurallandscape con-
t3iis'a number of villages, hamlets and farms. The
largest settlements in the area are Kirkbymoorside
and Helmsley.

%ide, the second smallest of Ryedale’

portant focus for textile productlun {linen-4fid wool)
and rope making. To the west of the town is Hodge

sday period. Although it onee had a prominent
-Situated at Vivers Hill, any obvious visible evi

of itis designated as a Conservation Area. This des-
ignation serves to iliustrate the town's unity, sense of
overall attractweness and strong gense of character

As Kirkbymoorside is located on fising ground, i is
highly visible particufarly in views from the Vale of
Pickering. Vivers Hill, which broods gver-the fown,
is: a particularly important area of open ground that
affords expansive views and confribules to the towns
overall setting:

George Frank, an early lown historian, noted thatthe
town remained aimast a sealed book untl the ar
: el ther, |t was

prosperous market town that, nevertheless, has re-

Fringe of the Moors and the Vale of Pickering.
situated on a brdging point.of the river Rye and the
jungtion of the A170 Thirsk ~ S¢arborough road and
the B1257 Stokesley-Road. The town has consider-
able historic_anx architectural merit-and retains the
ung inal medieval Iaymut, whach devel ped around the_
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Area A

g Undulating
g Farmland
2
Great Edstone (GR 706 841)
Farmsteads tend to be large Shallow hills serve to
scale and locally dominant enclose the landscape

Near Great Edstone

Villages tend to be attractive and are often Where present hedgerow trees are
clustered around a village green * important landscape elements




he Landstapes of Northern Ryedale

vationArea status and the fact that { contains sevel
teen listed buildings, including'the ruins of-a castle.
Unsurpnsmgly, the town is a popllar tourist attrac-
fion,

:surroundmg countrysnde is highly attractive and

D mber of landscape designations.
To the north and guth-of the town autsrde of the
study area. is the North York Moor
To the south of the town and the
side the stidy area, is the How
Areas of open countryside 16 the east of Helmsle
which lie within the study ared, provide an attractivi
approach to the town However, thisis the arez where
pressures for development, notably: housing, have
been concentrated. ‘These pressures are unlikely to
:recede in the near future, indeed, two new industrial/
allocations have recently been granted.
landscape quality both of the town and its

strung along the springline at the foot of the Tabular
Hills: -Great Edstona is Untypical, as it is located on
ahil. Setlements are generally clustered, 4l -gh

g characterbased on a general unity
of building matenals, architectural styles and strong
composmonal:_form Eeveral are Conservation Ar-

Y
sirong unified characterof settlements’is emphasised
by a number af additional factors, such as, chimneys
being typically red brick with pots constructed from
red clay, windows being typically sash-type, ofen
painted white, and buildings rarely being higher than

The undulating farmland is. a:strongly rural and at:
tractive landscape lying in the lee of the Tabular Hills
and North Ymk Moors. Dugto

The settiements tend to be aftractive-

Section 3. The Fringe ‘6f tha Moors
Part 3 Local Landscape Types
Undulating Farmland

west in the vicinity of Helmsley, the &

ity to the North York Moors to the north and the
Howardian Hills to the south creates a.local land-
scape with a particlilarly enclosed feal,
close to Kirkbymoorside. the character
scape is more open.

ndscape of the undulating famiand is transi
.- The visual relationship between the agricul-
chwork of The Vale of Pickering and the
higher land of the Tabular Hills is particularly sensk-
five. Any changes in the landscape pattern should
seek to strengthen the visual structure and-identity
of the local landscape. Afthough small scale, changdes
to'the 3'dscape pattern could, and have tigen, ab-

s piecemeal changes
, wharethe over-
: lost.

4, alihaugh they tend fo be
nformal parking. on grass
es.is a problem along cer-

verges and farm ent;__
{ain lanes.




Landscape Strategy

This is an historic landscape of arable fields
and pastures small woodlands and nucleated

4 scenic.and highly vnslbie Iandsuape, whlch
should be conserved and locally enhanced.

owland to ensure that
higher land and its ad-

ition from a relatively large scale land
" dating:back fo the period of Parliam
nelasures; to a moere intmate patchwork-of

waodlanfi and hedgerows nearer the vil

fields, ps

Banaramic views from the higher land out acro
Vale of Pickering towards the Howardian Hills, ¥
shire Wolds and North York K '
faature of this Iandscape whi

‘buildings, copses, hedgerows ar

considerable importance, particul;

enjoyment of
the control of

could introduce a suburbamsmg inflience and should
be cantrolled

Important.archagological sites, such as. the many

fumuli found east of Helmsley, should continue to be
protected.

Jrow network is conserved and stre!

Hedgerow trees are an important visual
.. feature of this landscape. However
' avennature and in need of surgery or re|

Secuen--a The-Fringe of the Moors
art 3 ~Local Landscape Typas
Undulating Farmiand

“Field Boun:daries

The'scale of its patchwork of fields and hedgerows
determines the structure of this Tandscape. . Futlre
management shouid ensure that the existing hedge-
ened along
existing aligpments, Traditional hedgerow manage-

chanical over-flailing.

Field hedgerows should be replanted along historic

roostlng bats before work:is caried o

and Woodlands

woodlands tend to be regularly arranged-and
small in scale. Whilst the current distribu-
cover could be increased, any new plant-
d-seek to replicate this arrangement, be of
an appropriate scalg: to the existing field
pattem.. It could:inciu ty of forms including
hedgerow frees, copse ividual specimens.

stape character, new

ashy pédéimulate pak, and wych slm, plus
understorey species, namely holly, field maple,
guelder rose, hazel and blackthori,

Exlstlng waadlands copses and shetter belts should
be conserved and managed o Achieve-a balanced
by thinning fo allow natural regenera-
eplanting with native species where
necessary. Woodland "thinning should concentrate
on
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The landscapes of Northetit Ryedale

management technigues such as coppicing should
be‘employed 1o encourage the diversification of the
to be richer in-coppiced weood-
dnot be removed; unless there

site to provide habitat for invettebrates.

If:no survey datd is-available, woodlands should be
surveyed, forboth-flora and fauna; before any man-
agement-work is'tarried out, fo ensure any
localised species are conserved. Any work
take into account the-impact on these species, and
suitable mitigating measures should be isken. Each
woodtand should be considered individually, and in
same.cases, a decision will riced to be taken tocon-
$6rve-a rare species, possibiy at the expense of bio-

logical diversity. ldeally, ten-year maiagement plans
shoutd be prepared for the important sites, whichiiake
into account the objechves of snnservaﬁon of rare

new penpheral planting w0u|d promote ecologi

versity and help to establish an improved overall -

shape that would link to existing hedgerows and re-
late to local variations i landiorm,

However, inselected areas, other species could make
avaluable contribution to the visual diversity, althuuigh
their inclusion in planting mixes should not preclude
specific nature conservaticn objectives.. Such-addi-

help to soften its: appearance and assist its infegra-
fion into the landscape. Hawever,it is important tha
Ay such schemies are designed strategically in re-
sponse (0-a-careful, detaifed visual analysis, which
takes full aceount of views both info and: out of the

area.

countryside:
mwn such

the north of the A170 and.any new development pra:
posals:should be closely svaluated o enslire their
visual and architectural appropriateness. from both
within the town, and beyond.

-
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Section'3 : The Fringe of the Moors
Part 3:; Local Landétape Typas
Undulating Farmland

North York
ilarly, very sen-
gitive to change. ltisan attractwe and historic mar-
ket fown, which is highly visible in views.from the
surrounding elevated areas. There shouid be agen:
eral presumption against development to the north
and west of the town {i.e within the National Park).

i t Areaof Ot'rtStanding Natural
Beauty and the river Rye coridor.

Development should seek to strengthen
pattern of nixcleated village form,

Traditional farm buildings should be conserved wher-
ever possible. Such buildings are important as they
are used as nest sites: for birds such as swallow,

Infrastructure

There is further scope to improve the setting of the
A170, focusing partictilarly an hedgerow restoratioh
and carefully sited tree planting. The suburbanising

_inflience of swathes of omamental daffodif planting

ithin. the grass verges should be avoided. Man-
agement measures should instead con
the diversification of grass and native wilg
cies. Instead, the use of
more.naturally along
be more appropriate.

inder hedgerows',' wou

The existing character of the rural lanes should be
maintainied; resisting upgrading schemes involving
works such as road widening or straightening and
the introdtiction of arificial ke whnch can'infro~:
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Conserve the existing landscape pattem of me-
dium sized fields, becoming smaller and more
: Seftfoments.

Corsenve and, in many instances; resiore heage-
rows and hedgerow frees I enhance the struc-
ture of the landscape, particutarly the relic open-
field cultivation system around sefflements.

Manage woodlands to.m 6co)
cal diversiy.

Protect the seffing of oorside, particu-
larly when viewed from th

e of Pickering.

the getfing of Holmsley.

to protect important archaeglogical

Section 3 ; The Fringe of the Moors
Part 3 : Local Landscape Types
Undulating Farmland




