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" The Landscapes of Northern Ryedale
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o Shaifoﬁi low lyini Hottomed vl

O Medium to large, regular shaped flelds:

Lying between 45-55on0 the valiey is surounded
by low hills that rise to approximately 70m AQD and
form part of the undulating {anpfand Aftho

st of the arza éale lane, ‘wixnch Ixes
to the east, marks a watershed to the east of which,

feature and is confined to an alluwa% sinp some 400
600m wide. Overlying Kimmeridge clay, this aiiuvi i
strip is perhaps the most important com
fecting local landscape character.
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Section 3 | The Fringe of the Moors
Bart 3 : Local Landscape Types
Riverside:Fatmland

O Beadlam Lowlands

ly high tree cover

With its alluvial soils and ﬂat low lying topégraphy,
the riverside farmland exhibits features more char-
acteristic of local landscape types in the Vale of

. Pickering. However due o its slighily higher eleva-

nantly arable, athough w
of pastures-near the ri

be medium to large, regular in shape and bounded
by hedgerows of hawthom with elderand localiy high
concentrations of holly. ' Near the river. the pastaral
 fields are smaller and more imegular in shape, a pat-
. tem that possibly dates back to before the main en:
closures periods of the seventeenth and eaghteenth
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'as Spnng Wood-are present, most of the woodlands
tend to be more linear, particularly along water-
courses, notably the river Riccal where sinugus riv
erside woodlands dominated by alder occur Else-
where, trees are more dispersed and are mainiy as-
sociated with

oak and ash

Wombleton
village, alth

tractiveness derived from the unity of architeciure
and use of these traditional constructional materials:

Farms tend to be set back on sfightly elevated land
atthe edge of the valley, avoiding the immediate river
comidor with its propensity for fiooding, Most of these

farms are constructed of limestone with red pantile.
roofs and often include other buildings that are in.

keeping with the scale and character of the areg.
However, twentieth century agricultural requirements
combined with the introductions of modem construc-

tional materials and buikding technologies are result-
ing in the introduction of larger scale buildings that

appear ot of place and visually intrusive.

nment, This is due to

the higher land that su it including the North

Section 3 - The Fringe of the Moors
Part-3 : Logal Landscape Types
Riverside Farmland

Given the likelihood of floeding, the narrow river
floodplain and valiey is unlikely to be under pressure
for biilt deve nt. However, proximity.to.the

has little ability to accommodate.
aic s ona of gendrally large sized
-way to smaller more rectilinear
imbleton_ and, close to the river

pattern. Whilst the mosaic of fields is one of the

| area's mostsignificant features, it has in recent years

been diluted threugh changes in land management
such as, field enlargement and hedgerow and iree
removal. Agricuttural improvement, including land
drainage; has influenced the character of the river
Riccal. However, unlike many similar sized streams
in the Vale of Pickering, the stream retains a locally
meandering chardcter and many streamside frees.
Close to Womblefon, the historic lingar |
is vitlnerable to damage and loss,
its Iocation in the midst of producti




Area B

; Riverside
*g Farmland
g
i
River Riccal (GR 637 831)
Farmsteads are often large-scale and include mature Surrounding rising land serves to provide
trees that provide a degree of local enclosure a sense of enclosure

Beadlam Grange

Lanes tend to have wide verges and are

ntained by hedgerows and hed trees
& VIR i Linear woodlands extend alongside the river Riccal

View looking southwards from the A170 west of Beadlam Grange



The Lan scaﬁ'es of:-Northern.Ryedalg

Landscape Strategy
This is.a predominantly low lying landscabe of -
flat-and unduiating pastures and arable fields

mon to bath the Fringe of the Maors and the

Vale of Pickering.

the existing pattern of fieids and hedgemws Fur-
ther field entargement should be avoided.

Theriver Riccal is a key featurg; intmdumng a sma;ler

cou:se with seasonal flood and dynamlc erosigh pat-
tems. Specialist studies will be necessary to ensure
the best appmach to maximise visual, ecological and

ing damp unimproved grassland along the river
Riccal, should be conserved and enhanced wherever

version'of arable farmrand fo petmanent grasstand
encouraged alongside niverbarks o create a biffer
zpne and provide valuable wildlife habitats. Any re-
seeding of arabie land should:use:a suitable grass:
land seed mix, of local provenarice where possible,

The potential for Irx:allyr widening the rivér channelto
cregte marshy scrapes that could:-be integrated with
existing rernant ditches and channels:should be
examined. All such work should take into account
the possible presence of bank: nesting birds such as
sand martin, whose nest sites should be protected.
meadows should be exploréd.and consideration
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“Riversids Farmland:

given to the management of farmland as seasonally
wet pastures fo maximise the ecological and visual
potential of the river comidor,

strengthened and managed alan
ments. Traditional hedgerow
niques 'should be promoted, avo
gver-flailing.

Field hedgerows should be'replanted along historic
field boundaries where they have beer i
1o agricultural intensification and field e

fgien:
re the historic field pattem using Iocally 0c-
curring native species. . Priority should- be given to
the restoration of a historic field hedgerow pattern
arourkd Wombleton, where ‘rétent years have seen
degradation and loss of the fraditional small scale
linear fields.

Hedgerow frees. particutar k. ash and holly ars
a characteristic feature of this'ia . Wherever
possible, these should be retained 1o sirengthen the
existing visual structure of the farmland mosaic, con:
centrating near villages and farms, along lanes and

i@ corridor of the river Riccal ndividual trees coild
sitioned {o provide visual punciuatmn for ‘ex-

both Whichever method is pmferred odlequate 5
tection from mechanical cutters is essential during
gstablishment.

in‘sinuous lines that emphasme the Ime
particularly when viewed from the strroun
ground.

Existing tree groups should be conservad and marn-
aged:to achieve a balanced age structure by
coppicing, thinning and replanting s hecessary: To
retain the existing landscape patter, new tree-plant-
ing should comprise alder ‘and goat willow at key lo-
cations and where the riverbed follows a sinudiis
course. Any trees requiring tree siirgery or removal
should be checked for roosting bats before any work
is-carmied out. :
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Riverside:Farmland

o Conserve and resfore hedgerows along historic
alignments.

‘Settlements and Buildings 4 Give.prionty to the conservation-and en
ha { of the-riverside landscape,

The characteristic isolated traditional farm complexes
should be conserved where possible. Sensitivecon- o Re trends toward canalisation and dredg-
versionof redundant farm buildings to othef uses may ing of watercourses should be resisted and tra-
be appropriate if the traditional architectural features diflonal nver management encowaged

ang the rural setting of the buildi :

Particular buiidings may not b
without a loss of character,
buildings, shouid take into ag
such as swallow, house ma|
roosting bats.

lore possibilities for the restoration of frad:
nal flood meadows for hay making and sub-

ale a buffer zone and prowde improved scologi-
cal habitats,

shoald be donserved and verges and banks man-
aged {o encoufage nanve grassland and wildflower
species.




