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The Landscapes of Northern Ryedale: Section 4 : The Vale of Pickering

" Part 3 : Local-Landscape Types
Riverside .Farmland

Hetmsley

0 Rye and Riccal Valleys

strongly rural in charax

farmiand It |
Pickering in an area

loodplain. The area im-
river is subject fo seaspnal

land of the Fringe of the
near Harome, the aréa is approximately £wo kilome-
fres wide, further east it narows to 2 femmination at
Brawby. Riverside famiand occuples an area where
the boundanes belween the Vaie of Pi akenng,
Fringe :
come iess dlstmct.

aemsg'the area, ”:I:r‘n‘medi-
corriders, fields tend to be
and drequiar nushape, in

the %ntewenmg arable farmland is altogather more
- of medium 1o large scale,

dominantly hawthom with
igh concentrations of holly
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ear landscape fegture,” -
allyvial clays deposited on the river floodplain, These

poorly drained sofis are more suited to pas-
rable cultivation.

lands are cumm_
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The Landscdpes of Northern Ryedale

Elsewhere, trees are more dispersed and are mostly
found in hedgerows. Away from the Tivers and
streams; trées are:most commonly oak and ash with
some hofly.

Around the eastern edge of Harome, fields become
smaller, more:linear.and intimate_in scaie with a
higher tree cover

The only settlement in this ared is the small village
of Harome in the west. Historically the village devel-
oped in a linear arrangement along the main street,
however, recent years have seen it become.more
clustered in character, Older bulidings in the village
are typically constructed of limestone with red pan.
tile roofs with.the occasional thalched cottage.” The
severity of many of the roof pitches indicates that the
thatch was once a far more common:réofi ;
rial-and, In many cases, would have pre-d ted the
use of tiles. :

Farmstendto be'setons ightly elevated fand. above
the immediate river corridor where they are less like!

ten include other buildings that are in keepin
the scale and ¢

Gonstructional materials and
building technologies are resulting in the introduc-
commonly out of scale

the Howardian Hills to the southwest contribute to
the averall sense ofenclosure, whilst the small wood-
ors: give these an even

Rye and Riccal. However englneering works:re-
lated to._the river channels, transmission Iines and

J
for change. Bioximity 1o the North York Mook Na

Section 4 : The Vale of Pickering
Part 3. Local Landscape Types
Riverside Farmland

tional Park, the. Howardian Hills and popular towns
and villages such as Nunnington and Helmsley also

intervening farmland is one of the area’s most sig-
nificant features. 'In recent years’

ing field-entargement, hedgerow and tree removal
Close 16 Harome, the linear field. pattern remains
vulnerable to change: .and should be protected as
an important: historical and cultural landscape fea-
fure,

Agricultural improvements, and land drainage, have
continued to erode the natural character of the nv
er's Rye and Riccal. However, unlike many similar
watercourses in the Vale. these rivers retain a locally

tiy undulating pastures and arable
bounded by a strong pattem of hedge

rising ground of aulkleys Bank and the
Howardian Hills, which dominate views and
contribute to the ove ore enclosed char-
acter of this parto

‘stance betwesn the smalﬁer more imegular ﬁelds of

the river:g m‘dors and the more regular field pattem
of inte

butien

wisual characier
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Area B

Riverside
Farmland

L & hims N

River Rye and River Dove (GR 713 790)

Riparian vegetation is commonly seen
along the river corridor

Flood embankments follow river courses

River Rye

wildlife habitat.
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The: iregular
niver corridors

grazing in those-associated with the rivers, 50 as 1o
retain the hature conservation value: dssociated with

ties of the scenery;

The amount of woodland cover could-be increased:
New woodlands should be small scale and have an
iregular, organic character designed to emphasise
minor changes in landform and tCreate a varied mo-
saic,

The rivers:Rye and Riccal are an imporiant featur
of this-landscape, mtmducmg a smaller, more or-
ganic and sinuous form in
highly visible landscape ¢
be given to the retention and enhancement of 2
areas of wetiand or water refated features, inc
damp, unimproved grassiand. New riversk
tures should closely mirror its linear winding

Unless ‘essential for flood control, there should be
no:further modifications of the river channel or
changes to the bankmdes i i i ;zadlcularly |mp0r-

with seasonal flood and dynamic ergsion pattems.

Further drainage of the surrounding land should be
avoided to prevent further damage to wetland habi-
tats. Some re-grading of the existing bank profilesis

advisable where the banks have a very artificial ap-
pearance. Specialist studies will be necessary to
pproach to maximise visual, eco-
logical and drainage requirements:

Riverbank and natural streamside vegetation should
nd preserved and the conversion of
arable familand to permanent grassland encour-
aged alongside riverbanks to create a buffer zone
and provide valuable wildlife habitats Any re-seed-

seed'mix, of l(}ca¥ provenance where possible, which
reflects the species found in unimproved grasslands
within the (ocal area.

Aing. the-river chiannel

1o creaté marshy scrapes that could be integrated
rant ditches and channels should

h work should take into-ac-
ossible: presence of bank-ngsting. birds
¢ sites should be

e ctherwise open and ..
Vale. Priority shouid: -

“Daibentons: bat which faeds mainty ove
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Section 4 : The Vale of Pickering
Part 3 ;. Local Landscape Types
Riverside Farmland

The: potential for local restoration of traditional -flood
meadows sticuld be explored and consideration
given to the management of farmland as seasonally
wet-pastures to-maximise the ecological-and visual
potential of the river corridors.

Field Bound aries

All existing hedgerows should be conserved and
managed. There is scope to extend:the hedgerow
network in someg pans the area; paticularly where';

ing in.identity. Gaps along boundaries should be
replanted using:locally cecurring native species,
such-as hawthorn, holly or hazel  Linkage between
hedgemws and woodlands should be encouraged
benefits. Traditional

tructiire and habitat dtversﬂy Where necessary
woodlands should be thinned, preferentially remiov:
ing non=native species especially those that are in-
vasive and tend fo shade out others. Priority should
be given 1o the conservation of semi natural wood

__Iand on:the banksof thg river:Riccal,

Whilst there are’ small areas of riparian woodland
within some of the meanders of the river Rye, much
of the remaining-bankside areas are artificial banks
supporting grazed pasture. It is important that alt
groups of trees: along: the riverside are conserved
since they form:an important part of the
fidor.  Care should be taken when carry
surgery or necessary felling since these possi-
bly harbour roosting bats, in particular the

often roosts ciose to waterbodies.

To enhance the wildlife potential of the
eas and strengthen the wildlife corridor

etatioﬂ"' Existing woodian i

land species such s:alder: goat willow and
willow @nd the protection of exisling wetkand
fats.
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The use of fraditional building ani -roofing mahena.
should ‘be encouraged; paricutarly hatch, which is
rare in North Yorkshire.

Any farm building where there s proposed redevel-
opment-or restoration should be checked for roost-
ing bats and nesting birds in. particular barn owl, edging of watercourses and encourage tradi-
swallow and house martin. Work should avoid the *  fional river management
bird-breeding season and should seek to preserve :

of kerbs, which can be a suburbanising influence.
Informal car parking on grass verges, lay-bys:and
farm entrances should be controlled.

Verges and ‘banks should be managed to. encour-
native grassland and wildflower specles.
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