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The' Landscapes of Northern Ryedale Section 3 : The Fringe of the Moors
Part 3. Local Landscape Types
Sloping Open Farmland
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The stoping open farmiand is geographically the most
extensive focal landscape type in this regional char-
nd is found in four areas o the northand
e of the Moors where i abuts the |
1 York Moors National Park: All

west of the
boundary ofthe N

Rawciife. .. In addition to influencing ferrain, he underlying geok
“ ogy affecls many other Iandscape features, inclug-

The sloping open farmiand is underain by the lime-

nily shaﬂew whllét n thé eastthe
ing terrain becomes mu ‘




The L andscapes of Northern Ryedale

This is an agricultural landscape, predominantly ar= "

rassland increases

able, although the amount o

h gerows. Close 1o elevated settlements, notably

-west of Newton-on-Rawcliffe, north of
around Cronton, a strong medieval
, linear fields bounded by hedgerows
n the higher ground, prehistoric tumuli
iprowde evidence of even earlier use of this:area
Many of these are Scheduled Ancient: Movements.

Characteristic of the area are !
that dissect the scenery. At ;
valleys are often wooded,
areas the sieeper slopes pruhlb|t-=-
valleys are characteristically seen a
ture extending through the predominan i
Similar to the sloping wooded fartlang, it is
these-will contain archaeological fea-
as yet;unrecorded.

Hure

Lanes throughi the area are broadly orientated in.a

Section 3 ; The Fringe of the Moors

Fams are generally large and. in addition to sub-
stantial stone built farmhouses, tend to include simi-
larly constructed ancillary buildings. Like the villages,

An expansive, open landscape, affording generally
large-scale panoramic views across a relatively hos
mogenotis scenery. - The gently rolling: terrain pro-
duces many horizons and & strong sense of scale
and distance. In more elevated areas the influence
of the higher maorland becomes more pronounced,

and there is an impression,

despite the exposure of
the

proximity to the Vale of Pickefing creates
that, whilst éxpansive and open, feels le:

north - south difection and connect the A1?ﬂ with. spi

the higher land 1o the north. Typically, these ianesi3 ]

have narow grass verges and are contained by haw-
thom hedgerows include occasional trees, pre-
domtinantly. ash. " '

Settlement

The settiement pattemn of this area is one of scat-
tered, isolated farms and small clustered villages

oor and Gillamoor. Most of ¢
vated positions at the edge
National Park, apattemn of
bution that may date back thousands of years. The
elevated vill importart component of the
open famland to provide a popiilation re-
soyrce in an area that would otherwise appear rela-
twely remote and Inaccessible.

Although recent dev
negative impact mo
haracter based on 4 unity of architec-
-angd constructional materials. Most of the build-
ings ‘tend to be constructed of limestone with red
pantile roofs: Many of the elevated villages, suchas
Newton-an-Rawcliffe, Fadmopor and Cropton, are
centred on small greens. These greens.are i
{ant compositional features and serve to provi
aftractive and:-unifying element The character of

these elevated villages: are further

mal elements
, trees or farm

sweeping character. ‘Evel
in the landscape, such as

partualfleﬁ for screening new development.

Most forms of development witl be highly visible, par-
ticularly i located or the more elevated areas. How-
aver, small scale, well designed development could
be accommodated if carefullysited and concentrated

nt has, in places, had a  close

developmen% takes place
be sought for reducing the vis
visually intrusi ents in the'landscape.




Area D

Sloping Open
Farmland

b

Holly Park north of Nawton (GR 658 863)

) . Coniferous plantations often serve
The topography is softly undulating to contain distant views

Though in places hedgerows are in good

condition, they are often gappy or missing Close to settlements fields become

smaller and more linear

Near Crook Farm Newton-on-Radcliffe



l.andscape Strategy

This is a landscape of arable fields and pas-
tures, woodlan ustered villages set in
a gently rolling elevated landscape. It is a sce-
nic-and highly visible landscape, which should
be conserved and focally enhancéd 'where ap-
portunity arises.

The visual structire of this landscape
sessed from the Vale of Pickering to ensure th
relationship between the higher land and i adjacent
landscapes is-well balanced.

larly the range of field shapes and sizes shqiuld be
retained. '
avoided.

ndscape. padicularly
f Pickering. Higdmpor-
fant to conserve and enhance this contrast; as the
linear fields on the lower slopes are most likely to be
threatened by development or changing patterns of

mafier;-often linear pastures that

and historic character around the higher villages, such
as Newton-on-Rawgliffe and Croptan, should be a
priority for conservation: Some may also bé unim-
proved grassland and thus have additional ecologi-
cal value, wh ld-be further enhancad.

Distant panoram & out deross the Vale of
Pickering are a notable:feature of this: landscaps,
which should be fra nhanced through se-
lective planting.

Specific feaﬂii’es such as farm buildings, copses;
hedgerows or landforms are of particular importance
open fields of the large-scale land-

stiould be identified as apriority for remov
ing or screening.

rtant contribution to the visual structure..
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Sloging Open Farmland

Kirkbymoorside Goif Cotirsé contains-some natgral
istic landscaping with-Use of the existing contours
and vegetation.. The course incorporates. areas of
valcareous grassiand, woodland. and' serib. which
re conservation value and are gerierally
~sympathetically. The Golf Club Is in the
process-of drawing up a conservation plan in con-
junction with Ryedale District Council. Some of the
farmiand around the golf course, however, exhitiits. a
loss of landstape structure with overgrown and bro-
ken hedgerows. Replanting of hedgerows and hedge-
row trees, together wit .management
shouid be a priciity to streng irmiand mo-
sai in this area.

Specialist studies ke full account of geclogi-
cal, nature conservation and aesthetic issues are re-
quired to determine the best approach to ¢
foration, .and ensure the conservation o
calised species. In some tases, resto

include the chamfering back of rock faces: aisewhere
it may be preferabie to retain quarry faces intact to
preserve their geological or nature consewatmn in-
teresls.

ical sites should continue fo be
be a prioity for grassland res-
associated scrub clearance
fegimes.

and appropriate grazi

Field Boundaries

The scale and form of its patchwork o
hedgerows determine the visual structure of this land-
scape. Fisture manageftient shoiild ensure that the

Field hedgerows should be replanted along historic
field boundaries where they have been removed die
1o agrictitural intensification and field enlargement.




The: Landscdpés of Northern Ryedale

Trees and Woodlands

The iaxisting cover of small nds, copses and
shelterbelts should be. maintained. Priority should
be given to the protection :and long temt manage-
mant of ancient semi-natiital woodland.

Woodlands are often situated on the steep. sided
slopes of the narrow:valleys. Severdlof these, such
as Manor Vale north of Kirkbymoorside and Beadale
Wood, are noted for their habitat value. These are’
ash dominated and have a rich ground flora that sup-
ports a range of rare species, which should be pro-

tected and enhanced.

The replacement of exctic conifers by native broad-
leaved species, to increase their visual and ecologi-
cal appeal and maintain the sense of place is con-
sidefed imporant,

Existing woodlands, copses and shelter belts should
iserved and managed to achieve a balanced
tructure by thinning to allow natural regenera-

tion-and replanting with native species where neces-

sary, Woodland thinning should concentrate on re-
moving non native trees if present, in particular syca-
more, which is very invasive and can prevent the
regeneration.of native species. .The opening of glade
ansas would aliow for g diversification of the we
land habitat. Where appropriate. traditional mana
ment techniques such as coppicing should
ployed to encourage the diversification of ﬁeld
layer, which fends fo-be richer incoppiced wao
Dead trees should not be removed, unless the
threat to the pubiic near lo footpaths. Where

is necessary, the dead wood should belefion
provide habitat for invertebrates.

if no survey data [s available, woodlands sho
surveyed before any management work is G

sented Any work should take mto account the | n
pact on these species, and suitable mitigating
ures should be taken. Each woodland sho
conside‘red individaally, and in same cases,

the objectives of consérvation of rafe species, and

of biological diversity.

e Fringe of the Moors
 Local Landscape Types.
Sloping Gpen Farmland
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f shelterbelts and :small
ed, particularly near farms
and villages. However, this should only.be under-
taken after careful analysis of exiling views.
New tree planting should be of an appropriate scale:
and refate both 1o the exiting field patiern; building:
scale and landform.

the Wooded arels may contain important
pgical features, it is recommended thatthe
County Archaeologist should be consulted before-any
maijor planting or management initiatives are under-:
taken.

Settlements and Bui_ldings

respect to the clustered form

Smiall scale tree planting around
help to soften their appearance
into the. surrounding andscape. - H
portant that any such schemes.be
gically in response to a careful, d

integration

ver, it is-ims

sis, which takes full account of views both into and

out of the area.

Traditional farm buildings should be conserved wher-
ever possible. “Although conversion of redundant
buildings. may-be appropriate, this should be han-
dled sensitively and only-permitted if the traditional

- ‘archilectural features and rural setting are retained.
- All efforts should be made o resist suburbanisation

by inappropriate construction and detailing: Changes

.in_use of redundant buildings should take into ac-
count the use of the

ing by nesting birds and
possible bat roosts. :

courage pative grasses and wﬂdﬂower species.
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Q- Conserve the existing fandscape pattern of me-
tium sized
linear with-a higher free cover rear sefflements

and on the lower slopes:

rows and hedgerow frees.

0 Conserve and manage woodiands.

O Undertake specialist studies of guaries with a
view to possible restoration.

o Continue {0 protect important archaeological
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