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The Landscapes of Northern Ryedale Section 3 : The Fringe-of the Moors..
Part'3" {ocal Landscape Types
Waoded Dales

Helmsley

Malton

o Kirkdale
o Dove Dale
o Gundale and Lower Newtondale

0  Transportation corridors and seitfementslacg?edaﬂaiver dlevations.

through the fimestones and calcareolis
surrounding Tabular Hills |n a riorth to.
adeep valley seftmg
unusual situation as n

valley floor. Hodge Beck and the |
Ieys to the west and east of Ktrk,b moorside :espeo—

book éxample of such an everﬁow channel,

fithin the Fringe oftha KMoors study area, thedales
nd to be narrow and twisting as they cui thmug?t
e Tabular Hills dip slope. Hawever i
reache utside the stu
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The Landscapes of Northern

Sedtion 3 The Frmge of the Moors

Most of the‘valleys are wooded. These wondiands

relate closely to-the landfor and consequently em-
phasise the meandering forms of the valleys.

The flat valley floors are predominantly agricultural,
dorninated by' smail scale fields that are set to pas-

suanal drystone walls that are conistructed from lo-
cally quarried limestone and calcareous sandstone.

underwood, especially where they cont
watercourse, '

agraphy of these dales has for centuries
as imporiant communication routes.

rk Moors and in the case of Newton
ses through Pickering, afford a con-

mumcation tole has resulted in-many of the dales
being. followed by roads and tracks, both along the
valley floor and frequently along their upper slopes.
In addition; it is typical for settlements to be losated
‘where the dales meet the Vale of Pickerng.

‘Other impartant land tses Jod dales in-

;daées have gener-
ally served as a constraint to larger settlement, a
number of farms are found along their length, par:
ticulaéy intheir lower and upperreaches These farms

sense nf architectural unity and sensxtiwty fo their
'mcfer landscape setting.

relatively easy passage into the interior .

ket town of Pickering. However, others Hclude Kirkby
Mils, Keldholme and Welbum, - Note that the market
town of Pickering is described in Area F, in the con-

The wooded dales scemmore intimate and secluded
in relatior to the more open scenery characterstic of

iiding closely fo variations in
Views are generally contained within the dales and
the varied patterns of woodland, pasture and sefile-
ment often form bold, distinctive visual compositions.

The wooded dales are small scale and intimate, with
views generally containgd in the middie ground. The
woadlands do afford litfle potential for'screening de-
.as even small scale clearings Wwill be
rom one side of the valley to the other.
settlement occurs within_the lower
ales and itis here that future devel-

makes them vulnerable to change and loss of chiar-
acter and identity. i




Area E

Wooded
Dales

Source: Environment Agency

Newton Dale in Pickering (GR 798 845)

Where the valley sides slope gently, the land is used for In places the landscape has a parkland character
agriculture. These slopes serve to enclose the valley.

Ravenswick

In most places the valley sides are too steep to
accomodate agriculture and woodland dominates

Ravenswick



These well-wooded landscapes foilow deeply

incised valley systems through the surround- .

ing; more open and elavated rural

Land Management

The characteristically diverse milx of land Uses within
the valleys provides-an important contrast to the sur-
rounding, more hamogenous famland and should
be retained and enhanced wherever possible.

Priority shotild be given 1o the conservation.of the
imeguiar patchwork of pastures that occur on the val-
ley floor, as these field patterns are mast likely to be
threatened by development:ar changing pattems of
agﬁcul'lure Many of these pastures may aisc Sup-

ecological value which could be enhanced.

The overall proportion of woodland to open farmiand,
which appears o be approximately two thirds wood-
land and one third farmiand, tends to. retain: 3 bal
anced and natural integrity that should be maintained.

The fransition from the bold distinctive shapes of the
woodlands on the upper slopes fo the mare imegular,
patchy landscape of the lower siopes and valley floor
i$: an important visual characteristic that.confributes
to the visual interest of these valleys: Such. con-
trasts should be conserved hanced.

New planting should foliow landform, reflect the vari-
afions in landscape scale and. avoid fragmented

fothe sm -scale and relatwely firie grain of the val-

ley landscape.
Specialist studies that také fill account ‘of geolog:

cal, nature conservation and aesthetic issues are re-
quired fo determine the best approach toiglair
toration,.and ensire the conseriation. of f&ig:
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Section 3.; The Fringe of the Moors

Part:3 Local Landscape Types
Wooded Dales

calised speciés. In some cases restoration might
include:the chamfering back of rock faces, elsewhere
i preferable to retain quarry faces intact to
preserve: their geological or nature conservation in-

Field Botindaries

Hedgerows: and drystone walls; whilst: not a-promi-
nent feature inthis landscape; are found orithe Iower.
slopes and valley floars. These shotld be
strengthened andinso '
the structure of the lan

Trees and Woodlands

The mature woodlands lining the sides of the valleys
are visually important and lend much to the area's
aesthetic-appeal. It is recognised that many of the
woodlands. are designated as Sites’ of ‘Special Sci-
entific:importance (SS8!'s) or as Sites of Importance
for Nature Conservation (SINC's), however, prionity
should be given to the protection and management
niot just of these, but of alf the dales'woodlands:

important that existing woodlands are managed
rve a.natural balanced woodfand structure.
fould be done by selective thinning to open up
glade areas and allow natural regeneration. Where
non-nafive trees are present, these should be pref-
erenfially thinned. New planting may be necessary
in some woodlands, where regeneration is likely to
be slow due to poor seed production; or where non-
native trees predominate. Where appropriate, tradi-
tianal management of woodland as coppice or cop-
pice with standards should be employed.

If no survey dala is available, woodlands should be
surveyed before any management work is-carried
out, to ensure-any. rare or localised species are con-
served. Any work should take into account the im-
pact on these species, and suitable mitigating meas-
be teken. Each woodland:should be
considered individually, and in some cases, a deci-
i ed to be taken to conserve
Iy at the expense of biclogic
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The Landscapes-of Northern Ryedale

I areas of new. planting, the species mix and e’

of each species planted should reflect that

dominant species are ash, peduncu-
iate oak, and wych elm, pius understorey species;
namely holiy, field maple, guelder rose and
blackthorn. New planting should be of broad4eaved

efits. Serub clearance or thinning shotl
outin irregularly shaped patches and foll
to aveid hard edges and gives more visual emphasis
to landform,

The spread of invasive species e.g, Japanese
knotweed. Himalayan: balsam and rhododendren

should be ca d. The ocourrence of sycameré'

Settlements and Buildings

To conserve the intimal
this landscape, development should be strongly re-
sisted other than very small scale development wi
the lower reaches of the dales along the A170,
it should only be-permitted # accompanied

tailed visual assessment of its ikely impact a
imposition of appropriate mitigating measures.

The existing intimate cha

tracks should be maintained and informal car park-
and farm entrances

ing on grass verges, lay-b
shotiid be controlied.

Grass verges and banks sholld
hance native grasses and wildfiower Species.

Important recreational facilfies such as the terminus

Priority should be given to improving the sefting
the railway terminus through selective screening.
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Section 3. The'Fringe of the Moors

scale and character of the Jandscape mosaic,
whilst always ensuring thatlandform remains the
predominant visual influence.

o Manageall the woééf!ands 10 maximise ecologi-

cal diversity

fo improve the inte-

gration of communicafions comidors, recreational.
and urban developme f-Wfthm the wider land:




