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Helmsley

Malton

0 Pickering High Fields
o Allerston Cliff

escampment tidge out across the Vale of Pickering to the south.

prominent hedgerows and

extends fo the boundary of Ryedale District at | s form fmmediataly fo the north
Snalnfon. The area ocours in three configuous, yet  of the A170 impressive because trees do not cam-
.separate -unit the interrupting effect of  ouflage its strong, smoothly undulating profile. The
Pickering and Newtan Dale; and the National Park mdenteééry vallays that cut through the s[ape gwe
Boundary, which at Thornton-le-Dale extends south : ic quali
of the A70.

stones and calcareous gritsion
dip slope that extends south
York Moors towards the Vale of

finear sc&m fanniand Indeed. there is litle in the
land use orlandscape



by hedgerows ‘with few hedgercw:trees other than
the occasional ash. What fittle woodland is present
tends to closely follow the landform.and is line
arranged along the dry valleys,

larly around Pickering and east of Thorton-le-Dale.
Here there is a patternof Jong linear fields, which are
orientated north south up the slope and are a relic of
the"open-field cultivation system. The overall effect
of these smaller fields, which are defined by a strong
network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees, is fo give
the impression of a more enclosed and intimate land-
scape. However, an evaluation of aerial photographs
and old 08 maps reveals that this historic pattarn is
being progressively weakened through field enlarge-

leys. They dre charactensed b
and are enclosed by hedgemws _
treas,

most mgnrficant settlement in the linear scam
;farmiand is the own of Pickering, Which is
the outlet of Gundale

melwater channel It i
rising ground and is set against the aftractive back-
drop of the Tabular HIHS Datmg fmm Norman times,

the entrance of an |mportant routeway theou
North York Moors. -t was particularly wealthy

Beck. Much of 1h|s growth has been si
of the railway in 1875 and has b

fion along the A170. o t
this roaci was dlveﬂed

red paahle roofs are the pcal building matenials,

:places, newer development appedrs
stark and incongruous-against the undeveloped
slopes of the Tabular Hills. The core of ma tewn IS
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the town, castle and the:North York Moors Raliway:
Traffic in the town is congested, particulasy.in 'the

_ summer. The centre-of the fown, including the cas-
~ tle; Is designated as a Conservation Area.

Tc the north.of F’lcicenng i ﬁewazdge quarry, This

At close quarters; the estarpment is-a prominent land-
mark, However, when viewed from the south, and

from a distance, it is less distinctive,
the more elevated, shallow sloping farmed lan
fo the north. The e '

sense of place,.largely derived from the steepne

of the slopes, the expansive cuter views and proxim-
ity to the Vale of Pickering.

The south facing slopés of the open farmed escarp:
nent.-are prominent in views across the Vale of
Pickering. - This landscape is therefore, extremely
sensit] thange,

The elements of the
most vuinerable to chan
carpment ridge and the
dry valleys that cut through't
Impﬁl"tﬂnt that skylines are unmterrupted by elements
such as buildings, telecommunications masts and
power lines and that their predominantly open char-
acteris retained. Elsewhere, modem farm buildings,
pylons and badiy sited fence lines can all defract from
the natizraf qualities of thisiandscape. Changing pat-
fems of land use on the escarpment should aim to
minimise infensive arable farming and its associaled
hard edges and to encourage unified swathes of
ith: its prominent eleventh century church
ahding thirkeenth century castle over-
kering is visible across large
south. Any built development
irusive gcross a wide area.

t: landscape-that are
skyline of the es-
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Source: Environment Agency

North East of Pickering (GR 805 843)

Although trees and woodlands are present,
there is a general sense of openness

Area F

Linear Scarp
Farmland

Though locally undulating, this landscape is
characterised by an escarpment location

View looking eastwards along Wilton Heights

Wilton Heights



Trees, woo ds: and farmsteads are largely
absent. Diie to:its visual prominence, the land:
scape strategy should seek to conserve and
enhance landscape character and ensure that
inappropriate development is strongly re-
sisted. The visual structure of the:landscape
should be assessed frem the Vale of Pickering

- pre-parliamentary
enclosure pattem of long linear, nften pastoral fields
nearsettiement finges. The enetally runin a
north seuth orientation foll lie of the jand.

largement of arable fields partic hear the edges

of settlement.

The conversian of arable fields to permanent pas-
ture shouid be encouraged. Any re-seeding of arable
tand should use a suitable grassiend seed mix, of
local-provenance where possible. which reflects the
species found in unimproved grasslands within the
locatarea The well-managed dhythmic and ‘smboth’
appearance of this landscape should be maintained
by avoiding land management practices that involve
a long-term retention of unmanaged vegatation.

ingis the larg:
est guarry in the area and is still active. Specialist
studies that take full account of geological, nature
congervation and aesthetic issties are required to
determine the best approach to the restoration of this
quarry to ensure:the:consarvati
ised species. In some cases restoration might i in-
clude the chamfering b tock-faces, else
it may be preferable to retain quarry faces intact to
preserve their gealogieal-or nature congervation in-
lerests,

Part3 Local Landscape,
Linear Scarp Fat

Field Boundaries

hedgerows determine the visual structure of this land-
scape. F'uture management should ensure that the

Plckenng and east of Thomton-le-Dale Tradltrcnal.
hedgerow. fiiahagement techniques should
mated, avoiding mechanical over-flaiﬁng.

- designed to strengthen
and restore the histbric figld pattern; using locally oc-
curring native species. Close to-settlements, such
as Pickering. the restoration of a traditiohal small
scale, linear field pattern shotild be considered a pri-
ority.

Settlements and Buildings

The principal settlemel
5 the town of Pn:kenn

in the linéar scar farmiand
lea other market towns i i

In order to accommodate housing demand, carre{’it
planning policy is designed to permi{ controlled ex-
pansion of market towns, including Fickering.
ever, open areas of the town, including Smid
Beacon Hill and the environs of the castle m
significant contribution 1o the sefting of the town par-
ticularly when viewed from-the south  As a resull
there should be a general presumption against fur-
ther growth on more elevated pats of the town and
any future development allocatiol | bedi
{0 gontrolied infill and expansio
the A170,

Some ofthe villages would benefit fronvspecific plant-
ing schemes to strengthen their identity, particularly
at points of entry along the A17C yer, itis i
portant that any such planting be
cally.in response to @ careful, def
sis that takes full account of va
batween the settlements:

suburbanisation by mappropnate construction and

detaifing.
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The Landscapes of Northern Ry

Infrastructure

There is further scope to improve the setting of the
A170, focusing in particular on hedgerow restora-
tion:and carefully sited tree p
out across the Vale of Pick suburbanising
influence of swathes of omaméntal bulb planting
within the grass verges should be avoided.  Man-
agement measures should. instead concentrate on
the diversification of grass and native wildflower spe-
cies. :

nirance’ fealures could be provided on
ach to villages along the A170. Similar to
se b the approach to Thomion-le-Dale, These
could use vernacular materials and traditional meth-
ods of construction to reinforce and reflect the char-
acter of the individual settlements.: By giving the aps
pearance of narrowing the road corridor, they may
also assist in-the reduction of fraffic speeds.

The existing character af the

Section 37:The Fringe of the Moors
Part 3 1ilocal Landscape Types
: Linear Scarp Farmiand

4 Conserve and reslore the historic hedgerow net-
Work fo enhance the structured, rhythmic qual-

e, particularly: around

omton-le-Dale.

Resist further field enlargement particularly near
seftlements and within the dry valleys.

.- Upgrade the landscape- of the A170, focusing
n hedgerow restoration; free planting sc
esigned to frame views over. the Val
fckering.

Q . Undertake aspecialist study of Newbridge quarry
_with.a view fo possible restorafion.

@ Restrict expansion of Pickering north of the A170.
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Malton

o Scamridge Heights

Q  Extensive network of drystonie wals.

Q isolated famrs

a Woodiand generally fo[iow the landform;

1 - Shallow and elevated vgﬂeys;of pastur

This is a ural in which arable famiand

Is predominates, butwhich also yincludes some substan-
ndale Head Farm thatis 230mAOD.  tial areas of pasture pa arly in the upper reaches
aunded by the ofthe dry valleys. Fields tend to be medium 1o large

; efining feature of this land-

hedgerows, (irystane walls

scapeisthat in
often bound the
now falling into d
erally dale back to

imestone and calcareous gritstonss of the Tabular
Hills dip slope underlie the area, whrch Slopes famy ‘
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