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Open:Vale Farmiand

a LowCar

o Extremely fat terrain.

6 Strongly nural ch

Extensively drained landscape.

this landscape character type ranges beya
District baundan/, particularty to ihe north, w

scape of the. open vafe fannlan

rising chalk escarment fo the south.

steeply

| This is an agricultural landseape with

"partsofme Vale. This

soils sustaining predominantly intensivel
ahle fields, although there are also some pastures,

parficularly closer to the mters Derwent and Hert:

‘ 'V
of deeper, peaty solls. - Along the southem edge of
the Vale between Wast Heslerton and Sherbum, the
infertile sands and gravels of the AB4 corridor are
¢ pastoral clftivation and there
2, pine plaptations and both
workmg and distsed sandprts Some of the sand-

‘ pats are now piggeries.
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The Landscapes of Northern Rysdale

inaccessibility of these fatmsteads, combined with
the general lack of connecting roads in a north to
south direction makes this part of the Vale seem

metric blocks of woodland fo punctuate views
of these agcur on the poorer soils along the
em edge. of the area where 2hey comprise

- femote and somewhat isofated.

y fand drain-
age, the. open. vale farmland retains a distinctive

Desgite having been radmatly a
cess tracks or are groi

the isolated properties.

sense of place, whichi is notable less for its scenic
quality, which is'bleak-and somewhat moriotonous,
than for its visiial expansiveness and relative secly-
sion,

access fo isolated
ites tend to followa

by views of the surrounding hills beyond its
hdaries. tis the iatter views that give & sense of

In keeping with much of the Vale, this is a highly
planned landscape, which has undergone exten-
sive 'drainage to facilitate the intensive agricuttural
actfvdy seen today. The principal watercourses are

nd Herﬂord both of which have

ar quite remote and threatening.

Extens
. sibility

it developmentis unlikely to'be a pos-
t, low lying landscape, but further

teenth century. A“c;t‘)jhiparison of the mean ering and
natural line of the former river course with the straight
ened channel seen today provides an indication of

‘slgmfcant threat to landscape char _zer‘ as they
sminate the landscape and detract from its

. created a highly
with few notable or dis
this; the landscape has'a distinctive landscape pat-
tem and.a serise of nurak:isclation that could be eas-
DES “ily eroded by inappropriate changes to the land+

on the site of a Benedictine priory, most of t
lages within the open vale farmland are concen :
rising land on its northem and southem  The Jandscape is clearh
i pattern reﬂects forically harsh ndscape features are

9
area’s norli’;ern margin ke within the ?rmge of the

strong-evidence ¢
Moors.

ment. Scrubby veg

Whilst larger settiements are largely absent, there
-are a number of scattered farmsteads throughout
ftie aren.’ These date back 1o the period of inte
rirainage and the parliamentary enclasures‘
The relative

82



Area H

Open Vale
Farmland

Low Carr (GR 945 790)

Large, flat and open low-lying fields, are
characteristic of Open Vale Farmland

Near Wilton Carr House

The landscape is extensively drained by a number
of deep ditches and modified river channels
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The Landséapes of Northern Ryedale

land and the chalk escarpment to.the south is:a
distinctive visual feature inthis area and one that
may be threatenad by.cliangés o the AB4 corridor.
The blocks of ‘woodland: which .emphasis this:con-
trast should be conserved and ;t 5 |mportant that the
landscape in i
tered by further development or atyplcal land uses,

Much-of the open vale farmland is likely:to contain
sites of archaeological and cultural value. These
are highly vilnerable to landscape change, patticu-
larly further: desiccation 'of remairing peat, ..

centiate aiong the rising grotind along iis
southern frmges. itisa hlghiy ptanned land-

Whilst any further field enlargement and loss
scape structure or habitat should be discouraged,
the main objective shiould be to maintain the open

en landscape of the Vale lo the
more infimat sclosed landscape of the Wolds
éscarpment maintained. There may be
scope for new woodland planting to give greater sm-
phasis:to His

picuous by their absence ih:
Those ramaining shoutd be pro-
y where

hted and ‘managed::
they oceur close to settlements; a
within the AB4 corridor::New hedgerow plantin
shouid not impinge on the predominantly open char-
acter of the wider area.

S 5 {10 4

jhitis generally invisible.in longer =
fer is a key ‘structuring element in this landscape
i udies should be undertaken to ensure

al and foodplain management requirements of all
the watercoursss in the area, -Uriless essential for
fload -control, no further rivers or strear channels
should be modified by canalisation, -diversion o

priority to increasing the vi
portance of the waterside J
faining the overall open

pies, whilst:main-
the landscape.

Wide uncultivated buffer margms should becreated
alongside drainage ditches-where they abut arable
land.

Linear riparian hahitals are important as they pro-
vide food arid necessary cover for a range of aquatic
and semi=aguatic invertebrates, birds, and mam-
mals in particular the water vole. Natural riparian
habitats on the rivers Derwent and Hertfcrd should

nities and of-those on the banksides. A margin of

" uncultivated [and shotuld be left between the agn—

encolraged to pro
cially water vole ar

Consideration: st
inanagement of |
of relatively large areas of wetland, which would have
both visual and ecological value. This should in-
rainage systems to atlow:
igh water table, control of
poliution: in: particular:ggncultural run-off and con-
trol of non-native species. To increase the amount
of welland habitat; suitable arable fields close to
existing wetland areas should be reinstated as wet
grasstand through changes to the drainage system
and re-seeding with an -appropriate grassliand mix
reflecting the species present in existing unimproved
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eologlcal sites would also bene{t
rtable levels, since wet

g
Methods. for statutory protection of important sﬁes
should-be sought for the most important sites.

Carr woodlands are an-important wetland habitat
providing cover for birds and mammals. Any.areas
of scrub or carr woodland should be conserved and
enhanced with- further glanting of appropriate lo-

species stich as
crack wiliow.

It is important that the remote, isofated character of
much of this area sholld be maintained through the
control of recreational facilifies:

: shnﬁzlfi, be designeci
ogicat criteria. Econ
to create & series of

sandpit restoration
according to visual a
3og|cally fhe alm sho

Other considerations may Include access a
sure 1o maximise. visitor and. therefore. inco

ndaries

rows should be conserved aiong their
igrment, and improved by replanting the
gaps with suitable, locally occurring, native species,
in particular hawthorn and hazel  Hedge cuiting
should avoid mechanical over-flalling. Existing. wil-
low scrub along the ditches; which flank some of
the hedgerows, should be retalned wherever possi-
ble, 1o provide wildiife habit i

Q'Vmg {he appeara
dor, they may alst
| speeds,

Gpen Vale Farmiand

Trees and Woodlands

Except along the A84 corridor, woadlands are not
characteristic of this |andscape and it is important
that the ovarall open character is maintained. How-
aver, small scale woodiand pianting wouid Help to

The existing small woodland. blocks should he con-
served and managed to improve their structure and
species diversity.  Management should include se-
lective thinning of non-native species, particutarly

. those that aré invasive such.as Sycamore, since
_ these tend to shade out some of the indigenous spe-

¢ies. Any removal of mature frees due to'disease or
as parf of-a thinning regime, or any removal of dead
oukd take into account roosting bats and
tirig bnrds Trees should be checked for

or
wood should be left
habitat for detritivoiss,

woodlands wouid be mostbeneficial in areas Wi
they can be used to extend the existing wood
cover or where there are robust hedgerows or sc
1o serve as wildlife corridors.

. Settlements and Buildings

Jecause many of the scattered-farms have under-

Screen planting could re-
of these buildings. Sueh

“Larger villages are concentrated alung the south-

em edge of the area, Goalescence of these villages

provided.on the ap;sroach to mllages alohg
64 similar o those on the approach

tin the redusnon of draffic
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Section 4. The Vaig 6 Pickering
Part 3 : Local |

The Landscapes of

: ﬁmugheut the remainderof the area i P
sparse and typ

should be discouraged in orderio retain the exp Conserve and focally enhance the e
sive, remote guatities that aré so charactenstuc of scapé pattem .of large geometric fields
the area, = hedgerows or woodiands.
Infrastructure o Locally restore and -enhance {

_ wetlands in the area, so that they are ro sym-
The:- A4 becomes ncreasingly urban in character pathetic fo landscape and wildlife.
inan eastem dlrectlon There is sccpe to jprove
0 . Gontinue ta protect important ecological sites.
rue tree piantzng on
o Seek methods-of profection for prehistoric
archaeological sites preserved in pest.
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