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The Landscapes of Northern Ryedale Section 4 : The Vale of Pickering
Part 3.: Local Laridscape Types
Western Valé Farmland

Vale Farmland

AREA | Westg&

o Rye Rivers Farmland

nd, rising fo the o

o Gentysioping
s High cover of hedgerow frees,

ing farmland that characterises the
loars serves to contain views, aﬂhough

ontories of eEeQafed land that extend southwa
Broats Hill, Great Edstone, Normanby ;

Land throughout the wester vale fanniand, athough s muchr?fsme and features in many outer
generally flat and low lying, is varied. The termain yigys serves to strengthen this rural quality and pro-
lies between 22- 23m AOD in the east and rises [0 j405 ive backcloth to the agncuiiural scen-
some 30-35m AOD in the west. Along its southem

osed saenew Th|s IS partlculaﬂy tnoth ¢
‘of Hovingham and Slingsby. To the north the area,
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are typically regular in. shape, and comprise mixed
pianting of recent origin. Most of the woodlands,
like others thraugh the Vale, are the praductiof game
covert planting and consequertly, have a simil
and.age structire, :

The pa:tem_isof rieditim to large, geametric flelds is

scape |s drained to facilital
vation. However, uniike areas to the east where the
drainage has necessnated wholesale alteratlon of

Viliages, such as Hovingha
Street and-Amotherby are on the. more.
the B1257 comidor, whers they lie
ardian Hifls footsiope local landscape

type. The B1257 connects Hovingham in the west

with Mal’lon/Nortan inthe east

Other villages, whlbh exerta visual influence on this
area, yet strictly Iie outside it include Wombleton,

persed farmsteads are more comma
are typified by:the presenceof a

A network of Iahes and tracks cohnect these dis-‘

persed farms, hamlets and villages, . The iatigs are

verges and oc-caswnal ditches..

it sometimes lacks detail and interest, over-
f this landscape has an attractive rural
s particularly infiuenced locally by prox-
i s Bank.

Itis an accessible Jand
attractions includirig Hel
and Flamingo land.

Development would be generally detrimental to the
character of this attractive area, much of which is
the surrounding hills...However,
wed vulnerahility to seasonal flood-
likely tc come under s’zgniiicant

be focused on the existing
the B1257 corridor, within

. some scope for screening small scale evelopment

it it is carefully sited and:if associated planting s
designed to integrate ciosely with the sumounding

The most yulnera
strong, geumairic '

hedgemws in maﬂy parts of the area and there Is an
urgent rmed 1o:-stop any further loss.
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Areal

Western Vale
Farmland

Source: Environment Agency

North of Kirkby sperlon (GR 780 815)

The flat low-lying land is strongly rural and is typified by moderate and large-scale fields

View looking westwards towards Normanby

Woodland blocks interspersed by hedgerows and hedgerow trees are
characteristic to Western Vale Farmland




The Landscapes of Northiern Ryedale

This is a farmed landscape; which although fo-
cally exnibiting some local decline in fand-

e rivers Seven, Dove and Rye. A
ality of thig landscape is the rela

W trees, mainly eak and ash with occas
holly, Additional tree cover is also found
the river corridors where it mainly compri
alder and wiliow. The overall high tree cover
contributes to the attractive character of this
landscape, which should be conserved and lo-
cally enhanced.

Land-Management

Wherever possible, the visual structure of the land-
scape should be-assessed from the surrounding
Higher ground:to ensiire that the elatively opén,
stroctured chiaracter of this landscape including the
overall propattion of woadland farmland and pat:

The primary objective should be to avaid any further
agricultural intensification ang field enlargement.
Hedgerows and hedgerow trees are an important
defining feature of this landscape and shouid be
protected, managed and replanted along their origi:
nat:alignments.

Specialist studies should be undertaken fo ensure
the-best approach to maximise the visual, ecologi-
cal and floodplain management requirements of all
the watercourses in the area. Further canalisation
and dredging of watercourses should be resisted
and traditional stream management encouraged.
In particular, itis important to allow the rivers t6 adopt

their natural course, seasonal flow and erosisn pat- .,

ferns.

The riparian habitats on the rivers Rye; Dove and
Seven and their tributaries should be conserved and
priority should be given to the ecological improve-
ment of these areas. Aqualic and ripanan plantcom:
munities should be conserved by l|m|t|ng the spread
of cultivated-land and preserving @ margin of
unmanaged: grassland between the agricultural
fields and the riverbanks;  The conversion of arable
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Section 4 ¥ The Vale of Pickering
Part:3- LocalLandscape Types
Western Vale Farmiand

fields to permanent pastures alongside tiverbanks
should be encouraged. Any re-seeding of _arable
farmiand should compr 8
where possible of loc
the species found in U
the local area.

nance, which reﬂects
roved grassiands within

pdpiain pastures should be managed using
| technigues to conserve species diversity.
ing tevel of grazing animals should be con-
&d to preventovergrazing and extensive poach-

-The calcareous-streams and rivers of the Rye sys-
ferm shiould be conserved by controlling water pollu-
tion, patticularly from agricuitural sources; to pro-
tect the invertebrate and fish_ populations.

Field ' Boundaries

imgortant visual and his-
cape and should be a prior-
ity for conservation vegetation of ariy associ-
ated.ditches should ‘be left undisturbed ‘as far a3
possnble smce these areas, together wnh the hedge-

Field hedgerows are
foric feature of this lar

aged using trad|t|onal memeds avmdmg mechani-
cal over-flailing.

‘e managed to maximise their be
should not be removed. Any nece

es and Woodlands

ow trees are a defining feature of this land-

scapie and should be:planted fo provide visual li
with woodlands and {6 enhance the sefting
and villages within the wider landscape

Naturally regefierating ‘hedgerow trees.should be
encolraged and:trained u
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he. Landscapes of Northém Ryedale

Where hedgerow caks are col “individual oak

e planted with the space o grow up as specimens
with a fully devebped crown.

improve the appearance of sotiie
ow trees. All lree managemé
account the possibie presence of hole n
and bat roosts.

It is important that all grodips of trées along the river-
side aro conserved since they form an important
part of the wildlife comdor  Care should be faken
‘when carrying-out free surgery or necessary feliing
since these trees pasmbly harbour mostmg bais m
particular Dayl
water and o

Whﬁst ‘ there

planting. of appropriate wetiand tree spém
would help protect and enhance the visual influence
o nd nivers in the wider ia“d???‘m- z8uch

groups and sinuous lines, marking bends |
streams or, at a'broader scale, the outer e

g 2
wherever possible. Although conversion of
dant buildings may be appropriate, this shoy
handled" senisitively and only permitted if the tra
tional architectural features and rural setling are to
be retained.

All glterations or restorations of existing farm build-
ings should take info account thei hy birds dur-
ing the nesling season; ‘and ro : Restora-
tion work should include, where passzbie thé pres-
ervation of bat roost access pd e

may be maintained

Wherever possible,the

The existing character

alisation of farm build-

Section. 4. The'Vale of Pickering
Part 3 ; Local Landsts

this should be handled'sensitively. All efforts should
be made fo resist suburbanisation through inappro-
priate construction and detaifing.

Infrastructure
|.1anes should be

maintained resisting upgfad;n. mes-such as
road widening or straightening and the introduction

of kerbs, which can be a suburbanising influence,
Informal car parking on grass verges lay-bys and
farm entrances should be controlled.

o Conserve and, in piaces; restors the network of
hedgerows and hedgerow frees and avoid any
further field enlargement or hedgerow removal.

o - Encourage conversion.of arable field: to grazed
pasture patticulary along river ¢

4 Encourage
course and pattem of erosion.

o Introduce buffer zones and planting to encot
age broader river fandscape corritors wherever
possible.
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