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The Landscapes of Northern: Ryedale Section 4 : The Vale of Pickering
Part 3.; Local Landscape Types
Linear Vale Farmland

To the east arid.west of Pickering the lines
are orientated in a north south direction whe
sitilar pattern to that found in the Fringe of
the-Moors. However, immediately to the south of the
lown, the field pattern is aligned in an east.to west
direction. The overal} effect of these fields, which fields-impants an cwera" sense of harmony and ofr-
are defined by a good network of hedgerows and  der. Although the landscape is generally attractive,
hedgerow trees, is to create in places it has bacome degraded and has an ur-

enclosed and intimate loc ban finge appearance. dominated b
apart from much of fhe rest of

idscape that sels it

This is adrained landscape; Whilst Pickering: Back
remains reasonably undiskirbed and maturalistic in
profile, Gosta Beck has'been subject to- major engi-
neering and realignment. -Historically, this-area had :
a hlgh number of field comer ponds. Whilst 2 rea- leading to a neg]ec{ed appearance, Land tends to
sonable proportion of these remain today, their num- | he tumed to horse pasture, with gradual replace-

bers are gradually being depleted 1o the detriment  ment of traditional hedges by unsightly post and wire
of local Great:Crested Newt populations. fences.

rangement of fields is intrinsically linked fo the ar:
ea’s proximity to Pickering. The town dates from  high hedgemw and tree cover of the area provides a
Norman times and has for centuries played a vital |andscape that has a largely enclosed character
strategic role, located at the enfrance of an impor-  which could potentially accommodate small scale,

tant gateway through the North York Moors. ltwas . wel sited an'd sympatheticaﬂy designed develop-
particularly wealthy during the Saxon period dii
which time the medieval open-field Cu|tNat|0
‘tem:developed.. Al
eas of the country, ‘
patterns remain. These are mostly located in the ;
Midiands and the North East where they are an im- ' change. Over and above development pressure,
portant historic and cultural landscape feature. the biggest threat comes from amalgamation of

i landholdings as the olde farmers refire and field
fields more suitable

intluding Wrelton, Aislaby, Middleton,T
Dale and Wilion. There aretio wliages ac

Pickering Beck and the A18 fatton Rﬂad. whert any changes to landscape patterns

within



Area K

Linear Vale
Farmland

sy A

s ,-v'";g_‘i

t




Al D

The Landscapes of Northern Ryedale

Thig is a smaller, more intimate landscape than
sben elsewhere in the Vale other than in parts

scape defined by the pre-parhamenta!y enclo-
sure pattern of long linear, often pastoral, fields.
This field pattern is more typical of landscapes
found 1o the north in the Fringe of the Moors.

features and characteristics piace i firmly
within the Vale. Due to proximity to the market
town of Pickering, there has been some loss:

{andscape structure and urban influenc :
iccally prominent, It would benefit from c

serviation-and local enhancement and restg
tion.

The most vulnerable element of the landscape is
the strong geometric field-hedgerow-network and
the hedgeraws trees and vergls assomate with

from |nten5|ve arable: farming ‘have aiready led to
the removal of hedgerews in some areas and

lations will-ohily protect Iarge areas of important fie
pafferns in-certain circimstances.  Other methods
of protection should also be sought.  Where ‘fields
are bounded by fences, hedgerow planting should
be considered o reinforce the linea

The'most significant waterway from a visual and
nature conservation standpaint is Pickering Beck
The natural characteristics of the beck should be
mnserved together with its aquatic plantc i

nent grassiand alongside the stream should be en-
caouraged to oreate a buffer zone, provide: improved
ecological habitats and extend the visual influence
ofthe beck's co dor Any re-seevdmg of arable fam:

possible of Iocél pravenance which reflects the spe-
cies found in unimproved grasslands within the lo-
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Section 4 : The Vaie of Pickering
Part'3 : LogalLandscape Typas
Linear Vale Farmland

This area is affected by proximity-to Pickering and
should be profected against erosion by bikes and
horses, | Posifive management is required to meet
| needs of the town.

Field Boundaries

Field hedgerows should be replanted aleng historic
field boundaries where they have been removed,
New hedgerows should-be designed 1o strengthen
and restore the historic field pattem using locally
rring native species. This is particularly impor:
in the immediaté vicinity of Pickering-where the
landscape has been‘degraded by urban influences:

y of the hedgerows are fall, bushy and spesies-
ch. This contributes bioth to the muré"'énélcsed

Trees and Woodlands

Woodlands are not.a defining feahire of this land:
scape. However, thel y be scope for the intro-
uction of small scale woediand planting near the
wn, particularly where there is.a need to integrate
and partially screen developmeft. Such planting
should comprise tree :and shrub speties that are
native to the area to produce a good wotidland mix,
The use af exotic conifers should be avoided

Settlements

The south side of Pickering is under pressure for
development. This shouid be handled sensitively
with alrefforts m
that itis in harmol h its setting and contribute:
the conservation.and where: possible, enhancement
of the local environment.

Small scale tree land planting around de-
velopments would help to soften their appearafce
and assist their mtegratlcn into the surrounding land-
scape. It is important that schemes should be de-

signed strategically in response to a careful, detailed
visual analysis, which takes full account of views
both into and out of the area.
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The Landscapes ot Northera Ryedale

haracter of the tural lanes ‘should be
sisting upgrading schermes such as
road widening:or straightening and the introduction
of .artificial _kerhs, whith can introduce a
suburbanising influence. Informal car parking on
{s5 Verges, lay-bys and farmentrances should be

Caryout tree planting to soffen the appearance
levelopment and help intégrale i info
inding landscape.




