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3.0 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF NORTH YORKSHIRE AND YORK: 
IDENTIFYING DISTINCTIVENESS 

 

3.1 The North Yorkshire and York Landscape Classification  

 

3.1.1 This section outlines the hierarchical classification of landscape character units within North 

Yorkshire and York. 

 

3.1.2 The Character of England Map15 provides the national framework for more detailed assessments 

carried out at the County and Local level.  The broad National Character Areas defined at 

1:250,000 scale provided the context for identifying boundaries of the Primary Landscape 

Units16 and Landscape Character Types17 defined at a scale of 1:50,000 within the Study Area.   

 

County Landscape Character Types  

 

3.1.3 Thirty nine County Landscape Character Types have been defined within the Study Area.  

These are shown on Figure 3.1 and described below.   

 

Relationship of County Primary Landscape Units to National Character Areas  

 

3.1.4 As shown on Figure 3.2 there is generally a good correlation and fit between the County 

Primary Landscape Units (defined for this Study) and the National Character Areas.  

 

Relationship of County Landscape Classification to National Character Areas  

 

3.1.5 As shown on Figure 3.3 the County Landscape Classification nests within the broader scale 

National Character Areas. Table 1 below sets out the relationship between National Character 

Areas and the Primary Landscape Units and Landscape Character Types defined at a County-

level within the Study Area:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
15 Character of England Map (Countryside Agency, English Nature, RDS, English Heritage, updated 2006)  
16 Primary Landscape Units are groups of Landscape Character Types 
17 Landscape Character Types have a distinct and relatively homogenous composition and pattern of physical and cultural 
attributes – including geology, landform, hydrology, land cover and historical land use.  Landscape Character Types are generic in 
form and may occur in different parts of the Study Area.   
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FIGURE 3.1
North Yorkshire and York
Landscape Classification

Study Area

District Boundaries

Primary Landscape Units and
Landscape Character Types

Urban Landscapes1

Sandstone Landscapes

Sandstone Moors Foothills3

Sandstone Moors2

Coastal Landscapes

Chalk Headland17

Soft Coastal Cliffs and Bays16

Rugged Cliffs, Coastal Valleys and Bays15

Gritstone Landscapes

Gritstone Valley36

Gritstone Low Moors and Fells35

Gritstone High Moors and Fells34

Gritstone High Plateau33

Siltstone and Sandstone Landscapes

Siltstone and Sandstone Valley39

Siltstone and Sandstone Low
Moors and Fells38

Siltstone and Sandstone High
Moors and Fells

37

Chalk Landscapes

Narrow Chalk Valley21

Broad Chalk Valley20

Chalk Foothills19

Chalk Wolds18

Limestone Landscapes

Limestone Moors/Scar8

Yoredale Moors and Fells7

Magnesian Limestone Ridge6

Limestone Ridge5

Limestone Foothills and Valleys4

Upland Fringe and Valley Landscapes

Moors Fringe13

Broad Valleys11

Narrow Upland Dale10

Farmed Dale9

Rolling Upland Farmland14

Wooded Hills and Valleys12

Farmed Lowland and Valley Landscapes

Drumlin Valleys32

Settled, Industrial Valleys31

Sand and Gravel Vale Fringe30

Undulating Lowland Farmland29

Vale Farmland with Plantation
Woodland and Heathland

28

Vale Farmland with Dispersed
Settlements27

Enclosed Vale Farmland26

Settled Vale Farmland25

River Floodplain24

Levels Farmland23

Open, Carr/Vale Farmland22




