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PREFACE

The County of Humberside together with the area of North Yorkshire which incorporates
the Yorkshire Wolds, is a diverse landscape. The contrasts range from high coastal cliffs
to flat estuarine mudflats; from rolling chalk uplands to level, drained peatlands; from
stone-built villages to mademn petro-chemical complexes. This Landscape Assessment
classifies and defines these different landscapes and offers landscape guidelines to assist
the formulation of policies for countryside management, stewardship and development
control.

A structured and systematic methodology is employed to make as objective as possible
the sometimes complex judgernents which are necessary. The Landscape Assessment
is not concerned with the quality of scenery and does not offer subjective opinions on
the reiative attractiveness of different landscapes. It seeks simply to classify and describe
the landscape in factual terms. Ten Regional Landscape Character Areas are determined
and twenty-six Local Landscape Types are found within these.

Landscape is, of course, an ever-changing prospect; today's scenery is the product of
physical structure and processes together with their interaction with man's activities over
thousands of years. The Landscape Assessment is essentially a 'snap-shot’ which records
the landscape as it is today.

The assessment and guidelines are only a beginning providing a basis by which
cooperation between all those concerned with a healthy, attractive and sustainable
countryside can be coordinated.

This strategic approach tc stewardship of the landscape is timely. The new planning
authorities are in a position to action one of the key principles of the Government's
recent Rural White Paper, ‘Rural England - a Nation Committedto a Living Countryside'.
This paper suggests; "'the development of ideas that can act to focus action to strengthen
the distinctive character of the land and the buift environment'”.

This is precisely what ‘Our Landscape - Today for Tomorrow' will help to do.
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OUR LANDSCAPE - TODAY FOR TOMORROW Section 1: INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION |

14 Gillespies were commissioned in March 1995 to undertake a Landscape
Assessment of Humberside County. The commission was jointly funded by
Humberside County Council and the Countryside Commission. An extension of
the project to include the northern portion of the Yorkshire Wolds was funded
by Ryedale and Scarborough District Councils.

1.2 The brief for the assessment identified the main need for the preparation
of & countywide landscape assessment and guidelines as the following:-

» Assist the formulation of Local Authority polices;

* Aid develepment control;

* Enable a sustainable approach to landscape through policy formulation and action;
* Aid the monitoring and influencing of landscape change;

» Help in targeting areas in most need of resources;

* Act as an aid to the decision making of land managers.

13 The landscape assessment was prepared in two phases, Firstly the
assessment divided the County into ten Regional Landscape Character Areas
(RLCA's) and twenty-six Local Landscape Types (LLT’s). Secondly, landscape
guidelines were prepared at a Regional and Local Landscape Character Level.
During both stages exhaustive consultation, both with the Client bodies and
relevant planning authorities was undertaken and subsequent drafts of the
assessment were modified, where appropriate, to accommodate their views.

1.4 This document falls into several sections:-

» Section 1.0 - Intreduction

« Section 2.0 - Methodology describes the methodology employed to undertake
the systematic assessment of the County's landscapes.

» Section 3.0 - Summary of Landscape Assessment summarises the assessment
results and provides a brief description of the County’s 10 Regional Landscape
Character Areas (RLCA's) the 26 Local Landscape Types (LLT's} and the Local
Character Areas.

* Section 4.0 - Change in the Landscape evaluates the broad patterns of
landscape change that have operated through the County, both in recent years,
and historically.

* Sections 5.0 to 14.0 - Landscape Assessment provide the detailed results of
the landscape assessment and identify landscape guidelines for each of the 10
RLCA's identified through the County. Each of these sections is divided into 3
parts detailing the following:- the landscape’s character; landscape guidelines for
the whole RLCA; and fandscape guidelines for each Local Landscape Type within
the RLCA.

» Section 15 - Summary summarises the assessment and guidelines and outlines
a vision for the future, a strategy for the empowerment of the document.

R



METHODOLOGY
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