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The Landsgapes of Northern Ryedale

.promlner.ﬂ landscape features. :;
ing plain, with ifs relatively spa
woodlands, is dominated b

e part of the Vale the Aod

between the southem edge of the Vale of Pickering
and the Yorkshire Wolds. On closer inspection, how-
ever; the-gently sloping terrain and ch ils, whi
characterise the Wolds extend sor

northof this road; pethaps as far as

tour  This leaves a namrow strip of land north of the
AB4 in the very east of Ryedale, which has a charae-
ter more identifiable with the Yorkshire Wolds regional
landscape character area and is described here as
Wolds footslope. * A similé

west of the Valg, Here the B1257 is regarded as the
boundary betweer the Howardian Hills-and the Vale,
yet a narrow strip of land to the north of this road
exhibits Jandscape characleristics more in common
with the hills to'the south

landscape fo the north. Itis,

the Howardian hills footsiope local landscape fype,

two impartant influences on this faridscape are

‘effects of glacial processes and secondly

of man’s activities, pad arly drain-
described in more dé :

The broad plain of the Vale of Pickering lies between

the dip slope of the Upper Jurdssic deposits ¢f the

Tabular Hills terthe=north and the. prominent K
ment of the Yorkshire Walds fo-the south. 7o

uth west fies the rolling’ 6

Jurassic Howardian Hltls Much

iow the 30m contour

land forming seftlement s

Geologically, the Vale of Pickering.is a flat fioored

i i R R

Section 4 The Vale of
Part

ridgian mudstones overlain by a variable thick-
if drift deposits; largely fluvial and lacustrine
clays. Recent alluvium ocgurs long the main river
chanr;els and peat deposits crogle darker, more fer-

ihe Gilling Gap, which separates the Howardlan HI“S
from the Hambleton Hills, links it with the northemn
part ofthe Vale of York.

The underlying Kimimeridge clays.of the Upper
Jurassic comprise a thick series of fossififerous shales
that were deposited in seas of increasing depth:
However, these rocks rarely appear at-the surface
and have had little direct influence on the landscape.
Instead; the Quatemary period, a time of alternating
coider (glacial) and warm-{interglaciaf} stages, has
had the: most significant efect on the shape of the
landscape.

Cider glacial deposits in the Vale are limited to afew
small outcrops of fill {rock fragments set in a clay or
silt matrix), sand and gravel. These now.form the
islands of slightly higherground in the western part
of the Vale at Sation, South-Holme; Great Barugh
and Kirby Misperten.

During the-last glacial period {the Deven
ended abaut 10,000 years ago. ice enc
t. north and east blockir
ends of the Vale, Because
blocked with ice. meltwater
and 50 accumulated in the

ols {'glacialacustrine deposits’) were laid down. Water
from the Vale eventually topped the lowest point of
the Howardian Hills near Malton and cut the Kirkham

ing climate warming, the retreat of the i
gradual fall in- water levels leading to
smaller; shallower fakes and wetlands
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The Landscapes of Norfhern R

ries of sandy ‘olitwash deposits and wmdblown sand;
including some chalky colluvium eroded from the
Wolds escarpment.

The river Rye and its tributaries, the Riccal, Dove
and Seven drain the Valg in the west. In the east it
is drainad by the rivers De nd Herford, the
former being joined by the ve just north of
Malton. The drainage patter
the: Devension glaciation. Thi
;§ual course of the river De

the upper layers. The alluvial seils along th
of the river Rye and its tributaries are also g

are the gleyed:brpwn earths of the eastem Vale: Ar

g have craated reasoaahly fertile soils, sur-
face or subsoil wetness remains a major mitation
o uultlva across the Vale.

i

The dominant land tise inthe Vale is agriculture. The

jow western Vale is predominantly pastoral, with sheep

calcareous gritstories and limestones of the Tabular
Hills and the other from the chalk of the Wolds o the

of the streams within the Vale have caleareoys calch-
ments.

Man has extensively modified the drainage pattem
of the Vale over the last four to five millennia, with

tying marshy and. A network of dvkes, cuts and

cultto appreclazethe former expanse of the wetlands
However, a survey of place names, as in High and
Low Marishes and the many Carrs’ and ‘Ings’ pro-
wide some evidence of their former extent Those
fsmall areas of wettand that remain provide visugl and

Whilst ali the sois inthe Vale of Plckerlng show some
dagree of gleymg (grey mo mg caused by siowfy

mom calcareous soils; generally classified as brown
earths or brown calcarequs soils. tn the westernipart
of the Vale, the-dominant soils are stagnogleys, with

clay subsolls, which-tend to €atise waterlogging of

g_canahsed watercourses now crosses the Vale, which

* grazed there including re:

and cattle grazed over the more clayey soils, whilst

the eastem Vale, with its peaty sails, is predominantly
large-scale arable, with some localised pig farming.

Prehistoric

imate began {o ameliorate in early post-gla-

pel

some-§,000 BC {the optimal postglacial period for
plant growth), there was virtually no open water left.
Instead, the area was a mosaic of reedswamp,
sedgeswarp and carr woodland.on the lower wedter
ground, with mixed deciduouswoodiand on the higher
land. . As time passed, natural vegetation-succes-
sion led to drier conditions and a reduction in the
aren of reed and sedgeswamp, with camr woodlands.
replaced by dry wnodlam:ls Eventually the long his-
fory of drainage conv j i
familand

The earliest known evideng
the area are the | ate Bpper Fai_
Flixton and Seamer Cans

& 8t horn fringe of
the Vale, probably hunting the variety of animals that
i nd red deer.
However it was notintil! jlithic, many
hundreds of later that the Seamer and Flixton
sitas ariently occupied. Major excave-
tmns af"F' i a'ad nearby Stafr.: (again, just

organic remains, flint axes, blades #hd other tools

..dating back to some 7,600 years BC ' Due to the

watenugget_i conditions of the peat; thess rémains

sumveri
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in Europe, its excellent finds having been reinter-
preted many times. -Recent excavations in the area

ly for hunters undertaking seasonal for-
Nerth York Moors.

rigoing work both at Starr Carr and neighbouring
Seamer and Flixton Carrs is mveaﬁng valuable in-

By the Late Mesalithic, there is good evidence that
$he-rorthemn fringe of the Vale of Pickering was the

on the natrally dra
Vale edges, with the
able hunting-ground
Bronze Age axg finds
reed cutting must have been cominon.

Extensive lron Age settlements are commen along
Loth'sides of the Vale between the 25 - 30m AOD,
although they are only visible from the air as crop
marks, Evidence from excavations around Malton
; prton, including the 'Threa Dykes' linear earth-
DykaHead, po;rrt_toaSysiem of wood-

of the Vale; zhe landscape had taken the familiar
seen today, with people farming the lang &5 partof 2
tederation of tribes known as the Brigante.

Roman

Finds at Malton indicate that the Romans reached
Ryedale in the early 70’s of the first century AD, A
fort was established:at Maiton &
sections of road and sites of Rormar
that at Beadlam near Helmsley (see Fringe of the
Moors). These indicate Romanised elements in the
popuiation who favoured Roman values and
niomic organisation.. Excavations of the fort have re-
vealed rumerous finds incliding fil 'fragments quan-
tities of pottery, b ice; armour, jewellery and a
vast number‘ of coins de k to Nero (54 -BSAD)

Stl't!CfU e

ry early in-the second gentury A

iy, -

ggests that tree shrub oF

- the knowr Roman roads.

Sectmn 4 The Vale of Pickering
: Part 1 Context

Its site between'the Derwenit and the road fo
Pickering, became known as the Orchard Fields.
Althotigh the:Roman buildings were:Hudried, first
for a Norman-castle, and later a Jacobean man-
sion, the deep ramparts remain as a feminder of a
Roman past.

Malton’s importance during Roman times arose from
its location as- a-centre-of communications. - Roads
radiated out to York, Brough-on-Humber, the Wolds,
the Howardian Hills and the coast at Scarborough
and Filey. Other minor roads and tracks crossed the -
Vale conniegting rural settlements with Malton/Norton
and wealthy villas such as that at Beadlam: These
had ditches running either side to drain the surface.

To the south of the Derwent, in the area now occu-
pied-by Norton, a civilian seftiement or ‘vicus’ was
developed in the late second century AD: This town
specialised in the manufacture of coarse pottery to
supply the.ceramic needs of Hadran's Wall and its
immedizte hinterland, together with most of the terri
tory between the Humber-Mersey line and Hadrian's
Wall. This exploited the Speeten clay, which under-
lies the chalk-and outcrops along the souther edge
of the Vale a f the Wolds escarpment. Pro-
ditction was ¢ tated in the fird centtiry AD,

but evidence i beyond this period although
the Cranbeck p the south west may have
superseded it. =

Other reminders of Rorfidn occlpation have been
forthcoming in the Vale of Pickering ares, including
minor setlements and figld systems, field bounda-
ries and burials, which terd to-o¢cur close to the line
is likely that the Ro-
re amongst the first people to improve
wetlest parts of the Vale, using a con
itch drainage and covered drains.

Dark:'Ages and Medieval

The Romans withdrew from Britain in 410AD.
Ramano-British so:netywas greatly aliered by Anglo-

worked the fand. Thelrwilages-were ‘tuns’, Rillington,
Scampston and Ganion being three jocal examples.
Scandinavian place names includé by and thorpe’
as.in &agglethorpe and Brawb .

is camprised as many as sixty build-

a numbier.of tifmber framed houses,
n sewer drain, a watercourse lised for craft
ustry;.and a.cemetery.
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The: Landscapes of Northerr ‘Ryedale:

The discovery of Anglian.artefacts within the fort at
Malten suggest that some attention was still given to
the former focal point-of settlement whase strategic
and defensive qualities may continue to have been
valued. The:presence of a pre-Norman Conquest
chirchand mill-at Old Majton indicate that, at some
stage during the Anglian or subsequent Viking peri-
ods; the main settlement within Malton Parish came
to be established at or very close to the area of the
present village.

Whilst the Norman influence led to the establish-
ment of a number castles along the north edge of
the Vale of Pickering, along the southem edge; mili-
tary sites-are fewer A Ncrman castle was built at

on the neighbouring Slopes. The Norman castle was
constructed on tap of the Roman fort, underlying the
strategic and defensive gualities of the site.  The
an old ford across the river

Cerwent, at the cehire of the Roman road system,
some of whose routes may still have been active
during the early medieval period. New Malton was

h d to the economic

presence of weavers, goldsmiths, #
cers during the thirteenth century ar
=the market m 1283 and

t Slingsby in 1344 The-ruins of this

There is strong evidence that the settleniéht pattem
was already complete by Domesday. Towns and vil-
Iages lay in-close pmmmﬂy Qn the spring! mes alung

tioned to obtain water from the springs and shallo

aiage the
Vale being settled first
umiergoae little change

Hes.

wells and staod above the flood level of the Vale .

tion system.. Such’
the enclosures

stand in-marked contrastio
seen elsewhere in the Vale,
k to the Pardiamentary En:

centuries, althou may pre-date this.

It is likely that the Angle-Saxons did little to maintain
or improve either the Roman roads or drainage works.
It was not until after the Norman Conguest of 1066
that interest in land drainage was fevived, with the
use of open ditches and ridge and furrows, the fur-
rows serving as channels as weil-as strip bounda-

‘Medieval Drainage of the ‘ifale

Whilst there are records of wetlands in-the Vale of
Pickering as early as. Domesday {1086), it was not
untit the thirteenth century that the extent either to
which wetlands within the Vale were being cultivated
or the areas within which drainage: was taking place
began to be revealed.

Drainage during the medieval period employed both
opern and covered ditches as well as ridge and' fur-
row for surface draina

by the monastic farms and
ies were mairily responsibl
vhere thay m:}lnmsed

of any great extent and mu
ined marsh or meadow-

le, there was a
ng ‘Carrs’which

werewatezi gged ihroughout ewmterand ;zrovzded

anly roug ture, and the oog
flooded ‘ings’ which vielded hay and aftermath graz-
> Thig distinction:is ‘clear from:place names in
any.of the Vale parishes.
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apes of Northern'Ryedale

Post-Medieval

The fifteenth and sixieenth centlifies saw a period

confinued and i 1697, Malton was referred toas &
‘preity large town built of stone, but poor’, It was not
until the |a1é seventeenth century that Malton appears
to have seen:renewed prosperity related to regen-
gration of its market as the trade centre of the Dis-
trict. This was enhanced by the Derwerit Navigation
act of 1702, which-ensured that by ¢.-1724, Malton
stood at the head of a navigable stretch.of river. By
the end of the eighteenth century, thirty-five vessels
and two sloops regutarly journeyed between Malton
and Leeds or Hull, carrying com, coal, lime and wool
len cloth, however, the advent of the Thifsk-Maiton
railway in the 1840's marked the beginnings of its
decline;

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
some of the wealthy landowners had an influence on
the landscape by creating large buildings and estates
such as Nunnington Hall, Knapton Hall and
Scampston Park. e

Whilst settlements within the Vale, particularly Malton,
were undergoing expansion and redevelopment dur-
ing this period, an equally dramatic, if slower, frans-
atnon of the Vale's landscape was kmg plaoe

in summer; a kind of ardinary pastirage &
flock. In winter months they are generally buned
under waler, and in summer months are subject fo

of the common land

scale Iandowners living in scattered farmsteads,
Drainage through the creation of embankments and
removal of obstructions was considered the only so-

lution:to the problem of ciltivating wet land.

61

. By 1788, mostof the
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Anumber of methods were introduced inciuding Pitig
{(Mgle) Drainage, the Interception Principle and the
invention of drainage tiles. Thus began the drainage
fervour that has continued unabated ever since. Only
oves to:reverse this process and to

: s in: suitable places through initia-
tives such as MAFF's Habitat Scheme.

Nineteenth Century Onwards

At the beginning ‘of the nineteenth century, some

17,500 acres of land lying adjacent {o the rivers Rye
and Derwent weré considered unsuitable for agricul
ture due o their likelihood of flooding. 1t appeared
that drainage efforts at the time were uncoordinated
and ineffective due to'the conflicting interests ofiand:
Parliamentary Act of

pwners.. This led tot

Act was to straighten the Derwent, deainand enclese
the flooded lands and to enclose and improve the
drained areas, so ending the medieval system of
open-field strip cultivation. Consequently, by the mid-
nineteenth century, only small areas.of wefland re-
mained. Within these aréas, drainage continued
throughout the nineteenth century and into the early
twentieth century when further Acts were passed
culminating in the Land Drainage Act of 1930,

quentioss of hedgetowtrees conversion cf pastures
to. arable land and loss of habitats and species diver-
sity. Technological'advances have introduced drain-

The effects of this have been partvcularly nezlceabfe
in the central and eastemn farmland where field sizes
have increased considerably and the landStape has




Section 4" The Vale of Pickering
Part 1 Context

ilst settlements in the Vale have largely escaped . nest in colonies along sandy riverbanks.” Mafmmial
: ment which has biemishad.  species include otter which has been reintraduced in
s0 many country areas in the latter half of the twen- North Yorkshire and water vole whose numbers are
tieth cantury, the area has seen the ‘Suburbanising | threatened nationally by loss of habitat:*The river
effects’ of cumulative small scale change. Similarly, = waters support a range of freshwater fish.and fresh-
road improvements, inciuding the Malton bypass. . water crayfish, with.commercial watercress growing
{A64) have had an impact on the landscape of the * around Pickering. Many of the rivers are of high wa-
Vale. Because the land is s0 flat, vertical ele- ter quality and.are |
ments suchas transmi esexertastrong visual.. domestic water gbstr
influence. which stipplies much
Drainage across much
E led 10 a loss of feris and swamp: whick once covered
arge areas. A few fen meadows.femain as isolated
Human activities have gradually removed mostofthe  femnants; for example, ¥ ‘Marsh and
Vale of Pickering's natural habitats, converting them Amotherby Ings both of whi 88| status.
to arable farmland or grazed pasture. Remaining Swamp vegetation oceurs loca: near stands
natural or seminatural habitats are fragmented into - dlong drainage ditches and in a f -plain mires
small areas where farming has proved difficult orun- -€.9. Norton Ings as well as river margins, including
desirable. This habitat loss has in tum meant a de- - the Denwent and Hertford.
crease in biological diversity within the area.

The dominant feature of the Vale of Pickering is its age, . most of the ot {standing-water) bodies have
river systems and their associated flood plains. The also been lost. Many farm ponds have been filed in
rivers Derwent and Rye, together with their tributar-  Since they were no longer needed, or have naturally
ies, drain most of the Vale. Although these water- dried up. Those that remain, however, are important
. since they form the only refuge in the area for spe-
cies requiring still-water conditions, including the na-
| fionally protected great crested newt. There are clay
pits in.some areas e.g. Upper Carr near Kirby
Misperton and near A rby, ‘fish havens along
portant contribution to the area's ecologi- ~the river Derwent and r val fish ponds at Old
cal resource.  They also serve as valuable wildiife ~Malton. Ditches provide standing or very siow flow-
corridors and a link to other wetland habitats i ing water habitats; some of these such as The Cut
“:near Yedingham are imig jroundwater from

he gravel aquifer and m: -biciogical wa-

Difféﬁénues; in river managemment have led to consid-
' d animal communities
arable land stretches

tats have been lost: Despite’ thls, the rivers and their
{ributaries 3:;!! form an important element of many o¥

sids escarpment.  Changes in
floadplains and the exten-
The rivers and their associated habifats suppod a Siveimprove e fo the riverside grassland
range of characteristic birds and mammals, which means that fields traditionalty managed as hay
are refiant on these types of habitat for their su idow are now rare.
These include birds such as dipper and kingfi

which-feed along the rivers, and sand martin whic
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The Landiscapé's'of Norihern Ryedale

There is little: woodland i the Vale ¢

B3in are important,
i at Keid Head a

openwoodiand/wi
ports a vanety of
The sandy: soils -
ment are relative
Because of this, there
more extensive are;
This narrow: saridy
land plant communities's
Anglian ‘brecklands’.

Aside from the habitats that have been described,
the nature conservation interest withisr the agricul-
tural areas is largely confined fo the: hedgerows and

Ihe(fgercws are poor and broken they will stilf act as
wildlife corridors to a greater or lesser degree de-
pending on the: habitats that remain.

the south side of

prises flat, open ctuated by occaswnal
stands of trees, which has been extensively drain-
age for cultivation. At first glance, the landscape of
the Vale appears to lack conspicuous visual features
and is instead dominated by views of the surround-
hills inimediately beyond its boundaries. - How-
on closer inspection, there are subtle yet dis-
ble differences between the eastemn and west
the Vale. To the east, the fandscape is

edge of the Vale, the mfemie sands ‘and gravels o

the AB4 comidor are less suited to arable cultivation 2

and there are areas of dry pastire, pine plantations,
: pston agolf course at Ganton'and

mostly follow 'ditch lines or access tracks. Where
:he«igemws do exust they are freguently b Xen and

kering, and
most of that*found is madem plantation. The carr...

. mainly for Tarm access. The overall sense is of an

Part 1. Context

fand; arid small groups of trees.- Most occur north of
Malton and on the poorer soils of the south eastem
dge of the Vale, where they-are mixed deciduous
id coniferous plantations. ‘Minor tree groups tend-
access tracks or

-eities. Roads are characteristically straight with wide
# 'yerges bounded by hawthorn hedges and fink the
- relatively few large scattered farmsteads. A network.
- " of dykes, cuts and canalised watercourses, which
: regulate #he water table and are visible, but not promi-
“nent; in the lantscape, crosses-the area. Al

there are a number of roads and fracks, these

ted; temote rural landscape, its value stemming
miis scenic quality, which is refafively feature-
ut from its visual expansiveness and seclu-

&

sion

in confrast, to the west of Costa Beck, the Vale has
more varied undulating relief and is increasingly en:
closed by the g hills. - There are more ex-
tensive areas nd cattle'grazed pasture on
vers Rye and Derwent, al-
now extends up fo the edge
ofthe riverbankin some-areas. Fields, although vari-
able in size, tend to be smaller overall, They are

hawthom with'a number of hedgerow trees
oak.and ash, with willow, poplars and ho

:om the [andscape with scattered
game coverts maintained in the otherwise sparsely
wooded landscap overall impression is.of 4
more tranguil rural scene; in which the quality of the
fandscape varies; with the farmland of the Rye Val-
ley in.the westem part of the Vale being:th :
area of high landscape value

The present day settlement pattern of the Vale of
ckenng shows a close refationship to the landform
‘both theVale and the surrounding hills. Villages
all towns are strung out along the springlines
of both the norther-and southem side of the Vals,

Those to the nerthincluding: Pickering and
Kirkbymoorside, are found on the springline at the
foot of the Corallian hmestone dip slope where re-

of the Maors regtonal chardcler area and are
ed elséwhere in this document. Those!
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Section 4 : The Vale of.:
Pait 1

o Scarborough corider. Traditional waterials vary from warm red
Throughout the rest Vale, the settlement pat-  brick, soft:limestones and sandstones to harder
temiis characterised by more dispersé grifstones-that occur in some of the fringing settle-
Houses and isolated farmsteads inare ments to:the-north. The cument roofing material is
pantile, however, the steep slopes of many of the
toofs in the:area suggest that thatch was much more
common historically. A number of villages, including
ury enclo-  Harome retain the occasion

tively. late eighteenth and nineteen
sure:of the wetlands following. theis
villagess aie also found on the island:
in the west of the Vale at Salton, Sol :
Banigh and Kirby Misperton. W

Helmsley

Western Vi ewFarﬁi"l‘é‘nd

Area

Wooded 099“ Vq‘lj‘&*i

 are inciiided in the section. Lying in the
Yorkshire Wolds respectively, these local
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This section provides a broad land
ares followed by a number of land
considered excessively disruptive 6
encourage fand management systems
landscape and its scenery.

ter typified by flat, open farmland punctuated
by occasionat stands of trees. The overriding
visual influence, particularly in the west, is the
views 'of the surrounding hills beyond its
boundaries.. Despite having been radically al-
tered by drainage, it retains a distinclive sense
of place. The-value of the landscape rests not
in its appearance, which can appear relatively
bland, but.in its visual expansiveness and iso-
lation; - In'addition, the Vale of Pickering is one

of the most informative
for British -archaeology,

There Is’
the easte

Fields are smaller. and there are mo
and tree cover, “River courses have :
modified and there are areas of ﬂoodpl in p
Vale presents a more pastorai rural scene which
landscape egies should seek to canserve
and enhan

By contrast, the eastern part of the Vale com-
prises low lying fial nd, with dark peaty soils
sustaining intensiv e farming. Fields are

with reeds or accasionally willows. -Dfginage
is strongly regulated and a network of canal-
ised, straightened river courses, artificial cuts
and drainage ditches crosses the area. This is

considerable scope to improv
and ecological quality “of the land

idelines designed &
Raracter ‘of the area.
-gtrategies-considered beneficiat to the context of the wider

R TR T

Section 4 : The Vale of-Pickering
Part 2 : Regional L andscape Strategy
and Guidelines

n, guidelines-are provided fo

-of enhancement and res-
suld concentrate on the re-
instatement of wetland habltats rather than
extensive new free planting; which would be
detrimental to the overall expansive character
of the Iandscape Such strategies wnuld also

including the Environment Agéncy, English
Nature, English Heritage, the Internal Drain-
age boards and MAFF. These existing initia-
tives, together with the refevant development
and conservation issues set out in Structure
and Local Plans prepared by North Yorkshire
County Council, Scarborough Borough Coun=

Phase One Report, 1998, prepared by the Uni
versity College-of Ripon and York St-John. it
is intended that the guidelines. set out below
shiotild complfiiimnt these initiatives and poli-

!gamated lgading to'a gen-
eral decliine in stricture and habitat di-

versity:

Q .. The pnmary objective in the ceniral and east-
orn Vale should be'to anest any further decline
in lendscape structure and habitaf diversily.
Whilst further ama ement of arable fields




acter of the Jandscape, particularly i 'the east,
by maintaining the ciirent balas
butiorr of woodiand and Iree cover.

O Areawide studies should be underiaken fo en-
sure‘the best approach fo maximise the visual,
ecological and floodpiain management reqwre-
ments of all the wal
c!udmg the nve:s

-scapes. This should include changes to drain-
age pattems in some areas fo reinstate wellands
and the mvers:on of some arable frelds lo wet

o

enhanced by introducing more diversity F form
and a wider range of habitats. The continued
" " {ise of the valley farmiand for grazing should be
- ‘enoouraged and the aredprotocted against ag-

reinforce the pastoral qua}dfes of the scenery.

This would benefit archagological sites by pro-.

croased. - New woodlands should te of small

scale and have an irreqular, organic character

| designed to emphasise minor changes in

‘ “Iandfonn and cmate 2 varied mosaic.

There is currentty a strong visual fransition between
open landscape-of the Vale and the more intimate
and enclosed tandscapes of the higher ground fo the
north and:south.

a | Whilst the character of this transition should vary,
it is‘important to maintain-the overall bold con-
trastbetween the surrounding higher ground and
the Vale, Eastof Malton along the sautherm edge

ncement of stfeam and riverside !and-

Section:4:.The Vale of Pickering
Part 2 : Regional Landscapa Strategy
ang.Guidelines

boundary between the Vale and the undulating
landform of the Wold's escarpment fo the south:
This should reflect the existing geometric. pat-
femn of woodlands in terms of distribution, struc-
fure and composition.

he Vale i ighly visible-from the surrounding hills:
arge strugtures such-as Pauls Maitings are particu-
arly promifient.

2 The visual structure of the landscape shouid be
assessed from the higher ground fo ensure that
the refationship between the Vale and. its sur-
rounding landscapas.is. well balanced.

Wrapping around the southern edge of Pickering and
along the eastem section of the A170, the pattem of
finear fields is an historically important relic of-the

- medievai open-field strip cuttwaﬂon system Thisis

o =onsiderable-affort should be made to ensure,
that field consolidation to fac;frtate large scale;

cha ogical and cultural value. Some of these are.
nationally important and statutorily protected as:
ed Ancient Monuments.  Most ats unpro-:




dal e

3 Before any significant land management work
is considered. the Sites and Monuments Record

kely. ad erse effects on either known or,as yel

undiscovered sites.

mals distributions or changes in sea.fevel, frum
which the past landscape and humar impact may
be constructed.

a Mtis important that archaeological sites are posi-
tively managed and essential that-those small
areas of peat that do remain be preserved for
futtire study

The Vale has a remote, solated quality, particutarly
in the east. With the exception of the Flamingoland
theme park, the area is only used for low-key recrea
tion.

O ltis important that this privacy:and seclusion is
relained. Any new recreafional proposals shiould
be caretully evaluated to ensure that they would
not adversely affect local fransport, habitats or
Iandscape character. The introduction of further

Hedgerows are particularly important in-defining the
isual structire of the landscape and contribiting to
its overall ecological diversity. They are frequently
neglected and broken, particulary in the central part
of the Vale,

0 Hedges should be conserved, managed and re-
planted wherever possibie: Hedges should bo

. managed.using fraditions ods, avolding
mechanical over-fialling.

O - The restoration of hedgerows is'4 in the
more infensively farmed areas wheré
row.network has been depiefed, part:calady n
the central and westen parts:of the Vale. In the
sast, hedoerow planting sheuld only be consid:
ered on the soidhem fringes.of the Vale where it
will not impinge-on the open character of

B gcape.
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rows and their associated trees: should be
conserved and enhanced. Where hedgerow
frees arg cbaractenstic they should be pianted
fo strengthen- the _existing visual
stricture of the farmland, with fiicreased tree
cover near sefilements  arid along lanes,

as are present these should
where frees are sparse any
wld be avoided during hedge
trimming and alfowed fo'

tree planting

to help screen and as lopment on

the edges of seltlements, ry to soften
views lo the rear elevations of proparties. New
planting should be designed fo Hie in with exist-
ing smail woodlands and. to improve the

averall sefting of the vilk Such improve-
ments fo.hedgerows s uld also seek to
‘strengthen their role as wildiife corridors by se-
lection of locally-accurring native species, such
as oak or ash-and the use of raditional forms of
management. These should be elearly marked
So that they are avoided during management
operations.

g management should fake into account the
ible: presence of fungt hole nesting birds
1 bat roosts. “The Veteran Tree Guidelines’
prepared by English Nafure are recommendad
as the hasis for the managementof oid trees,

a  Suburbanised hedges containing exotic species

stich as laurel or conifers, shotid be replanted
whenever possible more visually and eco-
logically appropriale species. i

getherwrlhmehedgemws provide viluable wﬂd»
life_habitat within. an.area of intensive agricul-
ture.
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@ Hedgerow tregs and scrih along the ditch sides
should be managed to maximise their benefit to
wildlife, and should not be removed. Any nec-
essary scrub removal should avoid-the bird
breeding season and trees should be checked
for bat roosts and nesting birds before felling or
Iree surgery.

Mention has already been mada of the valuable visual
and historic contribution made by the paitem of long
linear hedgerows to the south: of Pickerrig;

@ Itis important that this pattem is conserved and
all boundary hedgerows are conserved and en-

es and Woodlands

verall, the Vale has relatively sparse woo
ver. Wnodsandshelterbeltsampamcularty

]

planted as sma!t geometric, mfx
and coniferous blocks: Irregula
planting should be avoided. In contra:
woodlands in the western vale should be mixed
deciduous.and more irreguiar in shape, avoid-
ing straight edges and sharp angles. Such plant-

t new.

Part 2 Reglonal L.andscape Strategy
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woodland clearance scheres

Settlements and Buildings

The settlement patiern is strongly related to the
= fandform of the Vaie, Strung out along the foot of the

ills to the north and south are a series of small towns
and villages. By contrast, throughout the rest of the
Vale, the settlement pattern is more: dispersed with

isclated farmsteads scattered throughout. Whilst the

n Vale contains only the village of Yedingham,
a-westam Vale contains anumber of small vilages

and hamlefs. These are concentrated on areas of

higher ground and are generally attractive and tradi-
tional in character. Because of their locatiors o higher
ground, they are aften highly visible.

o This existing pattem of sefflement should be re-
inforced.

ing should be primarlly deciduous and include. .

species indigenous fo the Ryedale area. It
should relate closely to the hedgerow pattem,
and be ‘tesigned to emphasise focal landform.

Similarly, the Vale has a relatively sparse hedgerow
tree cover although this tends to increase in concen-
tration to the west.

O itis important that the existing hedgerow fiee
nelwork be retained and. strengthened where: it
IS & charactenstic local festure. Where appro-
priate; new:hedgerow trees should be concen-
trated near villages and famms and along lanes.
in the east, it is important that new planting
should not detract from the open characterof
the landscape.

isplated de-
unless i I8

. lescence of wifages along the A64-and B1257.
should be strongly resgste

development pressures.
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(i The expansion of this market town and other - the nature of the biiidings themselves; their
smaller sefflemenfs should be carefully controf- massing, materfals; colour, texture and detail-

led. ing.

: ﬁond vistial presence in the-open  Traditional farm buildings that have fallen into dis-
Vale. This is often emphasised by - use are fraquently sibject to redevelopment propos-
their isolation, presence of shelterbelts and situation als. -

onising ground. Many of them have undergone con:
siderable expapsion and amalgamation. Some are
now of an agriindustrial scale with 1arge metal bams
and other buitdings dominating the more traditional
farmhouse;

O landscape meastires should be i

the.open countryside. ' Such meas
primarily. include the ‘planting of

shelterbelfs.

Re-use-of- existing buildings is ultimately prefer-
able to the construction of new buildings, Where,
modem agri-industiial scale buldings are re-
quired, and as far as permitted development
rights will allow for control, these structures
should be accompanied by appropriate new

. Screen planting:

wvillages are nucleated.

should be a strong pres
ing vilades by a nibbon

that are Lnrelated to the
development.

lage Design Statements’, which are des:gned fo
ensure that development is carried out so that it
igdn harmony with ifs sefting and contributes fo
the conservation-and, where possible, enhance-
moent of the i

Essenfially rhese require an infegrated appmach
#he following aspects of de-

« the paftems of the landscaps, and the sefting
of the bufldings and villages within it;

- the'shape:of the sefflements, their buiit forms

and their relationship with-the widsr coniry
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Infrastructure

“further visual impacts.

rehabilitation of fraditional-bulidings, which are
stmcturaliy sound and fargely’ intact, can:be
and are readily provided with
; nd other setvices, should con-
tinue to be considered sympathetically. - There
should, however, be no automatic. presumption
in-favour of redevelopment or replacement of

mentisofa drﬁerent scale and character to wh
had existed previously.

Any redevelopment should take info account
wildlife that may be occtipying the building, in
particular barn owls, bats, nesfing swallows and
house marfins,

ndscape of the Vale is overdooked from
e surounding higher land. Although wood-
< hedgerow trees provide local enclosure,
muchiof the Vale, particularly in the east,
restﬂcted Because the iand is s0 flat,

fowers lntrod uce a prominent urbanform into what is
an-otherwise rural Jandscape.

0 The introduction.of further iransmission lines

should be resisted. If unavoi
should be taken i thelr

ihimise any
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Extending along the southem edge of the Valéisthe 1 Verges and. banks should be managed fo-en-

A64, which is the area'’s most important transporta:
tion corridor. - This serves:to link Malton/Norton and
the many villages that are strung out along the base
of the Wolds with York and Scarborough  The last
twenty years have seen much of this road improved
and Malton biypiassed: which has brought about miich

needed Improvements: to the character of the mar-

ket town formerly 2 notorious bottieneck.

However. be is road remains one of the main
routes to the coast, it'is high speed and busy, par-
ticutarly in summer.  In addition, the AB4 comidor
becomes increasingly urban

h, ‘particularly. e

consider the rural contoxt of #iis road and-the
_chalacter of the villages through which it passes.
k urbarising influences should be avoided
“antissues such as hedgerow and hedgerow tree
conservation addressed. Oppeﬁun!ﬁes to de-
velop e floristic diverstty of the verges using
iocally oecurring native species should be faken.
In addifion, it is recommeénded-that east of
Sherbum, a detafled study of the A64 coridor
be undertaken in order fo identify where ehvi-
ronmental improvements could:be-made, ' .

Q' Affractive ‘enfrance features could be provided
Lon the approach to villages alony the AB4, sim-
lar to those seen at Thomton-ie-Dale on the

AT70. These could use vemacular malerials and
traditional methods of construction to reinforce
and reffect the character o'f the individuai wﬂages

70

courage native grassiand and- wildfiower spe-
cies.
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The following section provides landscape guidefines for the sight local
scape-fypes thal have been identified in the Vale of Pickering, Local Jand
fypes are described under the following headings: '

landform and context;

nd use and landscape pattem;
tlement;

“Subjective response, and,
-sensitivity to change.

In additicn, landscape gui

settlements; and,
buifdings and infrastructul

Priorities for action are also provided to indicate the most urgent needs.
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